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Abstract—To address the wide voltage conversion requirements
in the field of battery charging, the LCL resonant tank adopt-
ing pulse frequency modulation is investigated utilizing the time-
domain model (TDM) in this article. LCL exhibits similar soft
switching characteristics and enhanced voltage gain regulation
capability with a simpler resonant tank than the existing classic
CLLC. The operating principles, mode distribution, and power
transfer properties of LCL during bidirectional operations are
presented and analyzed in detail utilizing TDM. By incorporating
TDM, the low accuracy deficiency of the first harmonic approx-
imation for wide voltage applications is completely eliminated,
and the implementation of full-range zero-voltage switching (ZVS)
with time-domain accuracy becomes feasible. An LCL resonant
parameters optimization method that is capable of providing the
required voltage gain and guaranteeing the achievement of ZVS
with reduced reactive power under desired load conditions during
bidirectional operations is proposed. Finally, the revealed exper-
imental results from a 1-kW prototype validated the correctness
of the TDM theoretical analysis and the effectiveness of the pro-
posed optimization method. The optimized prototype achieves the
designed 1.8× voltage gain within a narrow switching frequency
range of 88.7–120 kHz and a peak efficiency of 97.306%.

Index Terms—LCL resonant tank, time-domain model (TDM),
wide voltage conversion, zero-current switching (ZCS), zero-
voltage switching (ZVS).

I. INTRODUCTION

W ITH the popularity and penetration of electric vehicles
(EVs) in the automotive industry, the demand for charg-

ing infrastructure has been growing significantly [1], [2]. High
power density, wide soft-switching range, and wide voltage
conversion range are the core requirements of battery chargers
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in EV charging applications [3], [4], [5]. In addition, the next-
generation on-board chargers (OBCs) are expected to deliver
bidirectional power flow to perform vehicle-to-grid functions for
advanced grid support features, such as peak cutting and valley
filling [2]. In general, the bidirectional OBC architecture consists
of an ac–dc power factor correction (PFC) stage followed by
an isolated dc–dc stage that regulates the battery voltage and
provides high-frequency galvanic isolation [6]. Considering that
the research on the front-end PFC stage is relatively mature, only
the isolated dc–dc stage of OBC is discussed in this article.

Among various topologies investigated in the literature for
the dc–dc stage of OBCs, resonant converters are a favorable
candidate. A bidirectional series resonant converter (SRC) with
a basic series LC resonant network is the simplest resonant
tank in the structure. However, SRC fails to provide voltage
gain larger than unity, severely limiting its application in the
field of bidirectional OBC. An LLC resonant tank with inherent
capabilities of achieving soft switching to minimize switching
losses allows high-frequency operation while maintaining high
conversion efficiencies [7], [8], [9]. Nevertheless, the LLC reso-
nant tank is inherently asymmetric and behaves as a conventional
SRC during reverse power flow with voltage gain less than unity
[10]. However, this can be tackled with the bidirectional CLLC
resonant tank derived from LLC with a symmetric structure
[11]. However, to address the wide voltage range of battery
charger applications, CLLC requires an extensive frequency
modulation range that deviates from the resonant frequency,
significantly compromising its efficiency, especially under light-
load conditions [10], [12]. To overcome this demerit, a CLTC
resonant tank is presented with decent gain characteristics and
high efficiency over all load ranges with a relatively narrow
frequency modulation range [13]. However, the introduction
of an auxiliary transformer leads to more core loss and more
complex design considerations. To obtain similar performance
with a relatively simple resonant tank, an LCCL resonant tank
is proposed with respect to CLLC through the duality theory
[14], which maintains fairly flat efficiency and narrow frequency
modulation range under all load conditions. Nevertheless, the
design considerations of LCCL are quite complicated, which
hinders its engineering application to some extent.

The dual-active-bridge (DAB) converter has also been in-
vestigated as the dc–dc stage of OBCs [15], which requires
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Fig. 1. Schematic of the bidirectional LCL resonant tank.

fewer passive components in contrast to conventional reso-
nant topologies, consisting of two full-bridges isolated by a
high-frequency transformer with a series inductor. Moreover,
DAB implements bidirectional power flow and zero-voltage
switching (ZVS) exclusively through single-phase-shift (SPS)
control at fixed switching frequency, which is desirable for high
efficiency and high power density applications [16]. Nonethe-
less, excessive circulating energy and possible loss of ZVS
under light-load conditions severely limit a DAB converter
to maintain high efficiency over a wide voltage range [17].
Therefore, various modulation schemes have been developed
from single to triple degrees of freedom to enlarge the related
soft-switching range and lower the circulating energy [18],
[19], [20]. Besides the most fundamental SPS, dual-phase-shift
(DPS), extended-phase-shift (EPS), and triple-phase-shift (TPS)
controls were introduced to minimize switching loss and to
reduce the reactive power under light-load conditions [21], [22].
Moreover, pulse frequency modulation (PFM) is also combined
with multi-degree-of-freedom phase-shift (PS) control to ma-
nipulate the power conversion of DAB [23], [24]. While these
complex control strategies offer more degrees of control freedom
and thus a wider range of optimization possibilities, they also
result in more complex implementations and higher hardware
costs. In addition, the related power conversion performance of
DAB remains inferior to that of bidirectional resonant topologies
in the application scenario with a wide range of output voltage
or load conditions of OBC [12], [25].

Besides the series-inductor-based DAB discussed above,
more and more efforts are focused on resonant DAB utilizing
second or higher order resonant tanks. The superiority of higher
order resonant networks over single inductor structures is the
extended soft-switching range and reduced root-mean-square
current, resulting in reduced conduction losses and improved
transformer utilization. This is also the essential distinction be-
tween the aforementioned resonant converter (e.g., LLC, CLLC,
and LCCL) and the conventional DAB topology. Among the
various reported resonant DABs, the LCL resonant network
depicted in Fig. 1 is a promising type due to its symmetrical and
concise structure, which is suitable for bidirectional operations.
Traditionally, the series-inductor-based DAB is analyzed with
the piecewise linear methods. However, within the resonant
DAB, current waveforms become more sinusoidal. Accordingly,
similar to resonant topologies, resonant DAB is generally inves-
tigated utilizing first harmonic approximation (FHA) [26], [27],
[28], [29], [30], which considers only the fundamental compo-
nents of the resonant tank’s response while neglecting corre-
sponding high-order components [31]. The salient disadvantage

of the FHA is that its accuracy deteriorates when the current
waveform is not so sinusoidal or the switching frequency devi-
ates from the resonant frequency. Unfortunately, these scenarios
are frequently encountered in battery charging applications since
the battery voltage varies considerably throughout the charging
and discharging process. Therefore, the time-domain model
(TDM) is utilized in this article to analyze the characteristics
of the LCL resonant tank for bidirectional OBC application.
The most significant advantage of TDM over FHA is that the
time-domain response of the resonant tank is accurately obtained
irrespective of whether the current waveforms are sufficiently
sinusoidal or not. As a result, more precise power transfer char-
acteristics can be derived and the achievement of full-range ZVS
in terms of time-domain accuracy is guaranteed. In addition, this
article adopts PFM to excite the LCL resonant tank. Therefore,
the rectifier-side switches are naturally zero-current switching
(ZCS) as the conventional resonant topologies and only the ZVS
implementation of inverting-side switches demands additional
design.

To cope with the wide voltage range of bidirectional OBC ap-
plications, the LCL resonant tank adopting PFM is investigated
utilizing TDM in this article. With the proposed method for opti-
mizing parameters, the designed prototype achieves the required
1.8× voltage gain range within a narrow switching frequency
range of 88.7–120 kHz and implements the full range of ZVS
under the entire load conditions (0–100%), well demonstrating
its excellent performances. The rest of this article is organized
as follows. The basic operating principles of the LCL resonant
tank are reviewed in Section II. In Section III, TDM is utilized
to investigate an LCL converter during bidirectional operations.
Subsequently, an LCL resonant parameters optimization method
that is capable of providing the required wide voltage range of
the battery charger field and guaranteeing the achievement of
ZVS with reduced reactive power under desired load conditions
during bidirectional operations is developed in Section IV. Ex-
perimental results from a 1-kW prototype are revealed in Sec-
tion V to confirm the correctness of the TDM theoretical analysis
and the effectiveness of the proposed parameters optimization
method. Finally, the conclusions are drawn in Section VI.

II. OPERATING PRINCIPLES OF LCL RESONANT TANK

For the LCL resonant tank depicted in Fig. 1, the following
definitions are introduced:⎧⎪⎪⎪⎪⎨

⎪⎪⎪⎪⎩

h = n2Ls

/
Lp

fr = 1

2π

√
Lpn

2Ls

Lp+n2Ls
CT

=
√

h+1
h

1

2π
√

LpCT

=
√
h+ 1 1

2π
√

n2LsCT

(1)

where h represents the symmetry coefficient and fr denotes the
resonant frequency of the LCL resonant tank.

PFM is adopted to excite the LCL resonant tank and regulate
the output voltage with switching frequency around resonant
frequency fr. Specifically, in charging mode, the primary-side
switches Sp1 and Sp3 and Sp2 and Sp4 are driven at complemen-
tary 50% duty cycle, while the body diodes of secondary-side
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Fig. 2. Typical waveforms of LCL. (a) Below resonant frequency (NOP mode). (b) Above resonant frequency (NP mode). (c) Resonant frequency (N mode).

switches Ss1 and Ss3 and Ss2 and Ss4 are employed for rectifica-
tion. The principle remains similar in discharging mode, except
that secondary-side switches Ss1 and Ss3 and Ss2 and Ss4 are
driven at complementary 50% duty cycle and the primary-side
switches Sp1 and Sp3 and Sp2 and Sp4 operate as rectifiers.

Typical waveforms of LCL operating below and above reso-
nant frequency fr are provided in Fig. 2(a) and (b), respectively.
Furthermore, Fig. 2(c) depicts the typical waveform of LCL
operating exactly at the resonant frequency, where VGSpq (q
= 1, 2, 3, 4) is the drive signal of Spq (q = 1, 2, 3, 4), VAB

denotes the inverting voltage of the primary resonant tank, ip
and is represent the resonant current of primary and secondary
sides, respectively, iCT indicates the resonant current of CT, and
Ts indicates the switching period.

Due to the similarity of multiple stages in Fig. 2(a)–(c),
only Fig. 2(a) is described in detail to interpret the operation
principles of LCL. The corresponding equivalent circuits for
each stage are illustrated in Fig. 3.

Stage 1 [t0, t1): During the dead band, after the junction ca-
pacitors of inverting-side switches have been adequately charged
or discharged, the resonant current ip starts to flow through the
body diodes of Sp1 and Sp3 at time t0.

Stage 2 [t1, t2): At time t1, Sp1 and Sp3 turned ON under
ZVS conditions, allowing energy to be delivered to the rectifier
side via the resonant tank. Meanwhile, resonant current is flows
through Ss2 and Ss4 is proportional to the difference between ip
and iCT.

Stage 3 [t2, t3): After reaching its peak, iCT starts to decrease
and becomes equal to the increasing resonant current ip at
time t2. Meanwhile, the resonant current is gradually resonates
to 0, causing Ss2 and Ss4 to turn OFF under ZCS conditions.
The separation of Ls from the resonant tank results in the free
resonance of Lp and CT after time t2.

Stage 4 [t3, t4): At time t3, the voltage of CT resonates to ex-
ceeds nU2 and Ss1 and Ss3 start to conduct, causing the resonant
element on the rectifier side to resonate with the inverting-side
resonant tank again.

Stage 5 [t4, t5): With Sp1 and Sp3 turned OFF at time t4, ip
begins to discharge the junction capacitors of Sp2 and Sp4 and

Fig. 3. Equivalent circuits for each stage of LCL operating below resonance-
like frequency. (a) Stage 1. (b) Stage 2. (c) Stage 3. (d) Stage 4. (e) Stage 5.

charge that of Sp1 and Sp3 simultaneously. At the end of Stage
5, the drain–source voltage of Sp2 and Sp4 drops to 0 and that
of Sp1 and Sp3 reaches U1. Until time t5, the polarity of the
inverting voltage VAB has flipped from U1 to −U1, marking
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Fig. 4. Equivalent circuit of LCL resonant tank in positive half-cycle. (a) P stage. (b) N stage. (c) O stage.

the end of the positive half-cycle, and initiating the subsequent
negative half-cycle.

Clearly, the response of the LCL resonant tank under PFM
excitation is quite similar to the typical response of CLLC. In
addition, LCL also behaves as a constant voltage source under
resonant frequency fr excitation (as will be explained later).
Therefore, LCL offers soft-switching capability similar to that
of CLLC (e.g., ZVS for inverting-side switches and ZCS for
rectifier-side switches).

III. CHARACTERIZING LCL RESONANT TANK UTILIZING TDM

A. Forward Operation

As illustrated in Fig. 2, the responses of LCL are symmetrical
in both half-cycles under PFM excitation with a complementary
50% duty cycle. For convenience, the following analysis takes
the positive half-cycle when VAB is positive as a demonstration.

1) Resonant Stage Analysis: The complexity of LCL opera-
tion stems from its multiple resonance mechanisms. In addition
to the resonance formed by Lp, CT, and Ls, Lp and CT also res-
onate when the secondary-side switches are all OFF. Depending
on the differences in parameter specifications, switching fre-
quency, and load conditions, LCL could sequentially go through
multiple resonant stages during the positive half-cycle. The var-
ious resonant stages are classified according to the conduction
states of rectifier-side body diodes as P stage (the body diodes
of Ss1 and Ss3 turn ON), N stage (the body diodes of Ss2 and Ss4
turn ON), and O stage (no body diodes turn ON) [8], [31]. The
associated equivalent circuits are depicted in Fig. 4, where Lse

= n2Ls.
In stage P, VCD of the resonant tank is clamped to U2, and the

equivalent circuit can be described as a system of three-order
differential equations as⎧⎨

⎩
U1 = Lp

di1P
dt + uCTP

uCTP = Lse
di2P
dt + nU2

i1P = CT
duCTP

dt + i2P

. (2)

The corresponding normalizations are outlined in Table I to
facilitate the relevant derivations. In particular, there are four
pivotal normalization bases as

ωbase = (LpCT )
−1/2 = 2πfbase, Ubase = U1

Zbase =
√

Lp/CT , Ibase = Ubase/Zbase. (3)

By solving (2), the normalized waveforms of the P stage are
derived in (4) shown at the bottom of next page, where h1 =

TABLE I
ABBREVIATIONS AND NORMALIZATIONS

((h + 1)/h)1/2 = ωr/ωbase is the normalized resonant frequency.
The subscript P denotes the P stage, and j1P0, mCTP0, and
j2P0 represent the initial values of j1P(θ), mCTP(θ), and j2P(θ),
respectively.

Similar to the P stage, the normalized waveforms of the N
stage are obtained in (5) shown at the bottom of the next page.
Accordingly, the subscript N indicates the N stage, and j1N0,
mCTN0, and j2N0 refer to the initial values of j1N(θ), mCTN(θ),
and j2N(θ), respectively.

For stage O, the equivalent circuit degenerates into a basic LC
series network. The corresponding normalized waveforms are
provided in (6), where subscript O represents the O stage, and
j1O0 and mCTO0 are the initial values of j1O(θ) and mCTO(θ),
respectively.⎧⎨
⎩
j1O (θ) = (1−mCTO0) sin (θ) + j1O0 cos (θ)
mCTO (θ) = 1 + j1O0 sin (θ) + (mCTO0 − 1) cos (θ)
j2O (θ) = 0

.

(6)

2) Analysis of Operation Modes: Depending on the different
sequential combinations of the three resonant stages (P, N, and
O), nine meaningful operation modes exist for LCL resonant
tank: NO, NOP [i.e., Fig. 2(a)], NP, PN [i.e., Fig. 2(b)], PON,
ON, ONO, N [i.e., Fig. 2(c)], and O. The relevant characteristics
of each mode are summarized in Table II. To facilitate sub-
sequent description, the switching frequency range is grouped
into three separate regions: above the resonant region (fn > h1)
(ARR), resonant frequency (fn = h1), and below the resonant
region (1 < fn < h1) (BRR).

As illustrated in Fig. 4, the inverting side and the rectifier side
are disconnected during the O stage, and energy can only be
delivered to load in P and N stages. Therefore, the normalized
output current Iout_n of LCL is obtained in (7), where θP0(θN0)
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TABLE II
OPERATION CHARACTERISTICS OF LCL RESONANT TANK

and θP(θN) represent the beginning and end of the P(N) stage,
respectively. Furthermore, the normalized output power Pout_n

is derived in (8).

Iout_n = fn

∫ π/fn

0

|j2 (θ)|dθ/π

= fn

(∫ θP

θP0

j2P (θ)dθ −
∫ θN

θN0

j2N (θ)dθ

)/
π (7)

Pout_n = MIout_n = Mfn

(∫ θP

θP0

j2P (θ)dθ

−
∫ θN

θN0

j2N (θ)dθ

)/
π. (8)

Each operation mode is subject to several constraints. First,
considering that the energy cannot be changed suddenly, the
inductor current and capacitor voltage (e.g., j1, j2, and mCT)
should satisfy the principle of continuity. Second, the steady-
state response of the resonant tank should conform to the previ-
ously discussed half-wave symmetry principle. In addition, the
resonant current of the rectifier side is not only continuous but
also differentiable when the resonant tank is commuting from
the O stage to P or N stage (this condition only applies to NO,
NOP, PON, ON, and ONO). NP mode is picked as an example to
demonstrate these aforementioned constraints in the following:

⎧⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎨
⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎩

j1N (θN ) = j1P (θP0), j2N (θN ) = 0

mCTN (θN ) = mCTP (θP0)

j1N (θN0) + j1P (θP ) = 0, j2N (θN0) + j2P (θP ) = 0

mCTN (θN0) +mCTP (θP ) = 0

θN0 = 0, θP0 = θN , θP = π/fn∫ θP
θN0

|j2 (θ)|dθ =
∫ θP
θP0

j2P (θ)dθ − ∫ θN
θN0

j2N (θ)dθ = πIout_n/fn

(9)

Fig. 5. Time-domain waveforms of NP mode.

where θN or θP0 indicates the moment of commutation from
the N stage to P stage. During the positive half-cycle of NP
mode, start by N stage that maintains for [0, θN], followed by P
stage operating for the rest of the half-cycle [θP0, π/fn]. Accord-
ingly, nonlinear transcendental equations similar to (9) can be
derived for other modes as well. However, the closed-form ana-
lytical solution exists only for N mode, and for other modes, only
numerical solutions can be acquired. In summary, the precise
time-domain response of the LCL resonant tank for each mode
can be obtained accurately utilizing TDM. As a demonstration,
the time-domain waveform of NP mode obtained via TDM is
illustrated in Fig. 5.

The closed-form analytical solutions of N mode are provided
in (10) and (11). Besides, as depicted in Fig. 2(c), j2N(θ) of
N mode should be nonpositive during the positive half-cycle.
Therefore, the load condition of N mode (e.g., Iout_n) should
not be less than a critical value. Otherwise, the resonant tank

⎧⎪⎪⎨
⎪⎪⎩
j1P (θ) = hj2P0+j1P0

h+1 − M−1
h+1 θ +

h+M−(h+1)mCTP0

h1(h+1) sin (h1θ) +
h(j1P0−j2P0)

h+1 cos (h1θ)

mCTP (θ) = h+M
h+1 + j1P0−j2P0

h1
sin (h1θ) +

(
mCTP0 − h+M

h+1

)
cos (h1θ)

j2P (θ) = hj2P0+j1P0

h+1 − M−1
h+1 θ +

h1((h+1)mCTP0−h−M)

(h+1)2
sin (h1θ)− j1P0−j2P0

h+1 cos (h1θ)

(4)

⎧⎪⎪⎨
⎪⎪⎩
j1N (θ) = hj2N0+j1N0

h+1 − −M−1
h+1 θ + h−M−(h+1)mCTN0

h1(h+1) sin (h1θ) +
h(j1N0−j2N0)

h+1 cos (h1θ)

mCTN (θ) = h−M
h+1 + j1N0−j2N0

h1
sin (h1θ) +

(
mCTN0 − h−M

h+1

)
cos (h1θ)

j2N (θ) = hj2N0+j1N0

h+1 − −M−1
h+1 θ + h1((h+1)mCTN0−h+M)

(h+1)2
sin (h1θ)− j1N0−j2N0

h+1 cos (h1θ)

(5)
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TABLE III
BOUNDARY CONDITIONS OF OPERATION MODES

will enter the ONO mode. This critical load condition of Iout_n

is indicated as Ib_n and is provided in (12).⎧⎪⎪⎪⎪⎨
⎪⎪⎪⎪⎩

j1N0 = −π
√

h (1 + h)
/
2

mCTN0 = −πIout_n

√
h (1 + h)

/
2

j2N0 = 0
M = h

(10)

⎧⎨
⎩

j1N (θ) = − π
2h1

+ θ +
πhIout_n

2 sin (h1θ)− πh
2h1

cos (h1θ)

mCTN (θ) = − 1
2π

(
h sin (h1θ) + Iout_n

√
h (h+ 1) cos (h1θ)

)
j2N (θ) = − π

2h1
+ θ − πIout_n

2 sin (h1θ) +
π

2h1
cos (h1θ)

(11)

Ib_n =
2

πh1
. (12)

3) Mode Boundaries and Distribution: As Table II states,
different modes have different frequency ranges, voltage gain,
and load conditions (e.g., output current). Therefore, identifying
the mode boundaries and distribution is crucial to apply the
correct mode equations according to the frequency and load
conditions. The mode boundaries could be a critical case of
operation modes or a unique boundary mode, e.g., the mode
boundary between NOP and NP is the critical NP mode that
VCD reaches U2 exactly at the end of the N stage. Hence,
this boundary can be obtained by solving the critical NP mode
equations. In addition to the regular mode boundaries, there are
three boundary modes: NO boundary mode between ONO and
NOP, ON boundary mode between ONO and PON, and critical
O mode under zero-load conditions. All the boundary conditions
are listed in Table III. Fig. 6 portrays the typical mode boundaries
and distribution of the LCL resonant tank on the fn–M plane,
which depends only on parameter h.

For critical O mode under zero-load condition, no energy is
transferred to the rectifier side and only reactive power circulates
in the inverting-side resonant tank. The analytical solution of
critical O mode under zero load is given as follows:{

j1O0 = − tan
(

π
2fn

)
mCTO0 = 0

(13)

⎧⎨
⎩
j1O (θ) = sin (θ)− tan

(
π

2fn

)
cos (θ)

mCTO (θ) = 1− tan
(

π
2fn

)
sin (θ)− cos (θ)

. (14)

Note that LCL is usually designed to operate in the ZVS
region for power efficiency concerns. Therefore, the normalized
switching frequency fn is set to be greater than 1 to guarantee
j1O0 < 0.

The reason why the rectifier-side body diodes are all OFF in
O mode is that the peak voltage of the parallel capacitor CT

never exceeds the output voltage. Therefore, the gain curve MO

Fig. 6. (a) Typical mode boundaries and (b) distribution of LCL on the fn–M
plane.

of critical O mode is derived as

MO = |mCTO (θ)|max =

∣∣∣∣mCTO

(
π

2fn

)∣∣∣∣ = sec

(
π

2fn

)
− 1.

(15)
4) Comparison of Gain Characteristics With Other Bidirec-

tional Resonant Topologies: Since only the gain curve of the
critical O mode can be expressed with a closed-form analytical
solution, the gain characteristics of the critical O mode were
selected as a criterion to evaluate the gain capability of different
bidirectional resonant topologies (e.g., CLLC [12] and LCCL
[14]). Referring to [12], the gain characteristic of the critical
O mode for CLLC is provided in (16), where kL denotes the
ratio of resonant inductance to magnetizing inductance on the
inverting side. Similarly, the gain characteristic of the critical O
mode for LCCL is derived in [14] and rewritten in (17), where
kC represents the ratio of the parallel resonant capacitance to
resonant capacitance on the inverting side.

MO_CLLC =
1

kL + 1
sec

(√
kL

kL + 1
π

/
(2fn)

)
(16)

MO_LCCL =
1

kC + 1

(
sec

(√
kC + 1

kC
π

/
(2fn)

)
− 1

)
.

(17)
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Fig. 7. Variations of M∗
O , M∗

O_CLLC , and M∗
O_LCCL versus standard-

ized switching frequency f∗
n and symmetry coefficient h (or hC).

To compare MO, MO_CLLC, and MO_LCCL fairly, each of
them is normalized according to their constant voltage gain (e.g.,
fn = h1, M = h for LCL, fn = 1, MCLLC = 1 for CLLC, and fn =
((hCkC+ hC+ 1)/(hCkC))1/2, MLCCL= hC for LCCL, where hC
is the symmetry coefficient of S-type LCCL [14]). Consequently,
M ∗

O,M ∗
O_CLLC , andM ∗

O_LCCL are provided in (18)–(20) as the
normalized MO, MO_CLLC, and MO_LCCL respectively, where
f ∗
n is the normalized fn with respect to the respective constant

voltage gain frequency (e.g., fn = h1 for LCL, fn = 1 for CLLC
and fn = ((hCkC + hC + 1)/(hCkC))1/2 for LCCL).{
M ∗

O = MO

h

f ∗
n = fn

h1

⇒ M ∗
O =

1

h

(
sec

(
π

2f ∗
nh1

)
− 1

)
(18)

⎧⎪⎪⎨
⎪⎪⎩
M ∗

O_CLLC = MO_CLLC

1

f ∗
n = fn

1 ⇒
M ∗

O_CLLC = 1
kL+1 sec

(√
kL

kL+1π
/
(2f ∗

n)
) (19)

⎧⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎨
⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎩

M ∗
O_LCCL = MO_LCCL

hC

f ∗
n = fn√

hCkC+hC+1

hCkC

⇒

M ∗
O_LCCL = 1

hC(kC+1)

⎛
⎝sec

⎛
⎝ √

kC+1

kC
π

2f ∗
n

√
hCkC+hC+1

hCkC

⎞
⎠− 1

⎞
⎠ .

(20)

The variations of M ∗
O, M ∗

O_CLLC , and M ∗
O_LCCL versus

f ∗
n and h (or hC) are depicted in Fig. 7, where h�hC, k =

kL = 0.2 holds. Clearly, both LCL and LCCL offer superior
capability to step-up voltage than CLLC when f ∗

n<1, and both
LCL and LCCL possess stronger characteristics to step-down
voltage compared to CLLC when f ∗

n>1. In addition, both the
step-up and step-down voltage capabilities of LCL are slightly
inferior to that of LCCL. Considering that LCL requires fewer
resonant components than LCCL, LCL achieves a better balance
between cost, complexity, and voltage regulation capability.

5) Power Transfer Characteristics: To comprehensively de-
rive the power transfer characteristics of LCL resonant tank,
the entire fn–M plane (i.e., Fig. 8) is mapped into fn-M-Pout_n

three-dimensional space utilizing time-domain calculations, as

Fig. 8. Modes distribution and Pmax at a certain frequency of LCL in the
fn–M plane.

Fig. 9. Variations of Pout_n versus fn and M.

illustrated in Fig. 9. It is not difficult to observe that for an LCL
operating at a specific frequency (i.e., the arrow lines presented
in Figs. 8 and 9), as the voltage gain M progressively decreases
from a large value to 0, the operating mode of LCL goes through
various modes in sequence, beginning with O mode and finally
exhibiting an output short-circuit state (i.e., M = 0). During
the process of M reduction, Pout_n first grows from 0 (i.e., O
mode) to some peak Pmax and subsequently drops to 0 (i.e.,
output short-circuit state) again. However, for an LCL operating
at resonant frequency fn = h1, as M progressively decreases
from a large value to h, the operating mode of the resonant tank
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Fig. 10. Modes distribution and Pmax at a certain frequency of LCL in the
fn–Pout_n plane.

TABLE IV
CONSTRAINTS FOR BOUNDARIES INTERSECTIONS

sequentially passes through O mode, ONO mode, and eventually
behaves as N mode at M = h. As previously claimed N mode in
(12), LCL operating at fn = h1 can maintain N mode providing
that Iout_nIb_n. Therefore, the relevant Pout_n for N mode is
Pout_n = MIout_nhIb_n, i.e., LCL operating in N mode can
provide unlimited power. As M continues to decrease from h, the
response of the resonant tank will oscillate and diverge, which
should be avoided in practice.

Intended to obtain power transfer characteristics of LCL more
visually, both Fig. 9 and relevant Pmax at a certain frequency are
projected to the fn–Pout_n plane, as depicted in Fig. 10. Evi-
dently, the variation of Pout_n is nonmonotonic as M decreases
at a specific frequency (i.e., the arrow lines shown in Figs. 8
and 9), which means that the projection of Fig. 9 will cover the
fn–Pout_n plane twice. Therefore, Fig. 10 is further divided into
the two subplots in Fig. 11, illustrating the variation of Pout_n

monotonically increasing or decreasing with the decreases of M
at a certain frequency respectively.

It is not difficult to notice that the mode boundaries (i.e.,
ONO/PON, PON/PN, ONO/NOP, and NOP/NP plotted in Fig. 8)
intersect at (h1, h) on the fn–M plane. Likewise, those boundaries
depicted in Fig. 10 also intersect at a special point Pb_n on
the fn–Pout_n plane, implying that this intersection of those
boundaries is a special N mode. Accordingly, this special N
mode can be derived by appending associated mode boundary
constraints, which are provided in Table IV.

The load conditions (e.g., output current Iout_n and output
power Pb_n) of the intersection are obtained in (21), which is
precisely the same load condition of the critical N mode in (12).

{
Iout_n = 2

πh1
= Ib_n

Pb_n = hIb_n = 2h
πh1

. (21)

Fig. 11. Variation of Pout_n as M decreases at a certain frequency. (a) Pout_n
increases monotonically. (b) Pout_n decreases monotonically.

Fig. 12. Projection of constant power gain curves on the fn–M plane.

Finally, to obtain the constant power gain curve of LCL, the
constant Pout_n contours of Fig. 9 are projected to the fn–M
plane in Fig. 12. In a comprehensive analysis of Figs. 8–12, it is
not difficult to notice that the constant power gain curves become
nonmonotonic in BRR if Pout_n exceeds the minimum value of
Pmax in BRR. Therefore, in order to obtain monotonic constant
power gain curves in practice, the designed maximum Pout_n

should not exceed the minimum value of Pmax in BRR.
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Fig. 13. Constant power gain curves under (a) different Pout_n and
(b) corresponding ZVS current j10.

In addition, the condition for the inverting side of LCL to
achieve ZVS during forward operation is given as

|j10| Ibasetdead ≥ 2CossU1 ⇒ |j10| tdead ≥ 2CossZbase (22)

where j10 is the normalized i1 at the beginning of the positive
half-cycle, and Coss denotes the output capacitor of correspond-
ing switches.

The constant power gain curves of LCL for different Pout_n

conditions and corresponding ZVS current j10 are accurately
obtained through time-domain calculations, as illustrated in
Fig. 13.

B. Reverse Operation

As for the reverse operation of LCL described in Fig. 14,
the following definitions are provided in (23) and (24), where
subscript R denotes the corresponding normalization bases of
reverse operation.

ωbase_R = (LseCT )
−1/2 = 2πfbase_R, Ubase_R = nU2

Zbase_R =
√

Lse/CT =
√
hZbase, Ibase_R = Ubase_R/Zbase_R

(23){
h′ = Lp/Lse = 1/h
fr/fbase_R

=
√
h+ 1 = h′

1
. (24)

TABLE V
DESIGN SPECIFICATIONS

Apparently, only the parameter h’ differs between the reverse
and forward operations of LCL. Therefore, the corresponding
modes analysis and power transfer characteristics of the reverse
operation are similar to those of the forward operation and will
not be repeated.

Besides, the requirement for the inverting side of LCL to
achieve ZVS during reverse operation is specified in (25), where
j20_R is the normalized i2_R at the beginning of the positive
half-cycle.

n |j20_R| Ibase_Rtdead ≥ 2CossU2

n |j20_R|nU2/Zbase_R
tdead ≥ 2CossU2

|j20_R|n2tdead ≥ 2CossZbase_R. (25)

IV. DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

For bidirectional EV charger applications, the wide voltage
range of the battery presents a considerable challenge to the
design optimization of the bidirectional LCL resonant tank. In
this section, TDM is utilized to search for the optimal LCL pa-
rameters (Lp, CT, h, n) to address the aforementioned challenge.

A 1 kW bidirectional LCL converter is implemented to
demonstrate the proposed design method. All the design speci-
fications are listed in Table V.

Considering the voltage and power ratings summarized in
Table V, Sct3080al SiC MOSFET is chosen for both the primary
and secondary full bridges. To achieve ZVS during bidirectional
operations, the output capacitance Coss of both primary and
secondary switches should be determined first. Taking into
account the voltage levels of the primary and secondary sides
and the relevant datasheet of Sct3080al, the Coss of primary and
secondary switches are determined to be 125 pF and 150 pF,
respectively. In addition, the dead band in this article is 100 ns
as ⎧⎨

⎩
Coss1 = 125 pF
Coss2 = 150 pF
tdead = 100 ns

. (26)

To begin with, to ensure that LCL experiences N mode (con-
stant voltage gain) at fs = fr during bidirectional operations
under rated load, the following two conditions should be sat-
isfied: 1) the designed minimum switching frequency fs,min

should be limited within BRR; 2) considering the uncertainty
of n, the voltage gain range of both forward-operating Mm–MM

and reverse-operating MRm–MRM should consistently contain
the constant voltage gain (i.e., h and h’) during bidirectional
operations. The corresponding derivations are described in (27)
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Fig. 14. Equivalent circuit of the LCL resonant tank in positive half-cycle for reverse operation. (a) P stage. (b) N stage. (c) O stage.

Fig. 15. Typical constant power gain curves of LCL.

and (28) respectively.⎧⎪⎨
⎪⎩
h > 0 and fs,min

fbase
> 1

h′ > 0 and fs,min

fbase_R
> 1

fr = h1fbase = h′
1fbase_R = 100 kHz

⇒
{ 3

4h1 > 1
3
4h

′
1 > 1

⇒ 7

9
< h <

9

7
(27)

{
Mm = nU2m

U1
≤ h ≤ MM = nU2M

U1

MRm = 1
MM

≤ h′ = 1
h ≤ MRM = 1

Mm

⇒ 8

9
h ≤ n ≤ 8

5
h. (28)

In addition, several typical constant power gain curves of
Fig. 12 are redrawn in Fig. 15, where Mrated indicates the gain
curve of rated load for the design, MO describes the gain curve
of critical O mode under zero load, and fnM and fnm are the
maximum and minimum normalized frequencies for forward
operation, which are provided in (29). By observing the different
constant power gain curves in Figs. 12 and 15, it is not difficult
to conclude that boosting voltage for heavier load conditions is
more difficult within BRR, while lowering voltage for lighter
load conditions is more challenging within ARR, that is, for
the qualified LCL parameters that meet the design requirements,
which should be capable of achieving the required maximum
voltage gain MM (and MRM) under rated load conditions and
the designed minimum voltage gain Mm (and MRm) under the
lightest load condition during bidirectional operations within the

required frequency range.⎧⎨
⎩fnM =

fs,max

fbase
=

fs,max

fr/h1
= 3

2

√
h+1
h

fnm =
fs,min

fbase
=

fs,min

fr/h1
= 3

4

√
h+1
h

. (29)

The most extreme light-load condition of LCL is the critical
O mode under zero-load conditions, which has the strongest
capability to step-up voltage and the weakest capability to
step-down voltage. Accordingly, the gain characteristic MO of
critical O mode is provided in (30). Consequently, for the LCL
parameters satisfying the design specifications, it is not difficult
to derive the following conditions in (31) and (32) for forward
operation.

MO = sec

(
π

2fn

)
− 1 (30)

MRated (fnm) ≥ MM (31)

MO (fnM ) ≤ Mm. (32)

Unfortunately, Mrated does not have a closed-form solution
and cannot be utilized for further analytical derivation. Consid-
ering that MO of the critical O mode is described analytically
in closed form and that LCL possesses the strongest capability
of boosting voltage under critical O mode, (31) is compromised
into (33) for further derivation. It is important to note that the
following equation is a necessary but insufficient condition:

MO (fnm) ≥ MRated (fnm) ≥ MM ⇒ MO (fnm) ≥ MM .
(33)

Up to now, the conditions for forward operation have been
obtained in (32) and (33), which are further reduced in (34) and
(35), respectively.

sec

(
π

2fnM

)
− 1 ≤ Mm (34)

sec

(
π

2fnm

)
− 1 ≥ MM . (35)

Similarly, the constraints for reverse operation are provided
in (36) and (37), where fRnM and fRnm listed in (38) are the
maximum and minimum normalized frequencies for reverse
operation. Subsequently, (34)–(37) are further reduced to (39)–
(42), shown at the bottom of the next page respectively.

sec

(
π

2fRnM

)
− 1 ≤ MRm (36)
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Fig. 16. Permissible region for parameters (n, h).

sec

(
π

2fRnm

)
− 1 ≥ MRM (37)

{
fRnM =

fs,max

fbase_R
=

fs,max

fr/h′
1
= 3

2

√
h+ 1

fRnm =
fs,min

fbase_R
=

fs,min

fr/h′
1
= 3

4

√
h+ 1

. (38)

Combining the derivation of (39)–(42), the possible range of
transformer ratio n is determined in (43). As a result, all the
conditions stemming from the design requirements are listed
in (27)–(28) and (34)–(37). Finally, the possible (n, h) values
that satisfy the design requirements are obtained by combining
(27)–(28) and (34)–(37), and the relevant permissible region of
(n, h) is illustrated in Fig. 16.

0.47913 ≤ n ≤ 2.96834. (43)

So far, only the specific resonant parameters (e.g., Zbase, Lp,
CT) associated with certain (n, h) remain unknown and will be
obtained through the following iterations.

Step 1: Given n and the related allowable h according to (27)–
(28) and (34)–(37).

Step 2: Utilizing the (n, h) picked in Step 1, the corresponding
voltage gain ranges Mm–MM and MRm–MRM are specified

for bidirectional operations. TDM is adopted to derive the
normalized maximum power PnMt that achieves MM in for-
ward operations and the normalized maximum power PnRMt

that is capable of realizing MRM during reverse operation,
both of which should be guaranteed within the required fre-
quency range. Accordingly, the normalized rated power Pn is
determined as the lesser of PnMt and PnRMt.

Pn = min (PnMt, PnRMt) . (44)

Step 3: The characteristic impedance Zbase is obtained from the
rated power Prated and normalized rated power Pn, and both
the ZVS conditions of bidirectional operations are utilized to
judge whether the full range of ZVS is achieved. The relevant
derivations are provided in (45), where |j10|min and |j20_R|min

are the minimum ZVS current during bidirectional operations
respectively.

If it is confirmed that the full range of ZVS is achieved, the
current Step passes and Step 4 begins; otherwise, reduce Pn to
enhance the ZVS capability and reiterate Step 3.

⎧⎨
⎩
Zbase = PnU

2
1

/
Prated

|j10|mintdead ≥ 2Coss1Zbase

|j20_R|minn
2tdead ≥ 2Coss2

√
hZbase

⇒
{ |j10|min

Pn
≥ 2Coss1

tdead

U2
1

Prated
|j20_R|min

Pn
≥ 2Coss2

√
h

tdead

U2
1

Prated

. (45)

Step 4: Check if all h associated with the given n have been
iterated. If so, proceed to Step 5; otherwise, initiate iteration
for another h associated with the given n.

Step 5: Check if all allowable n have been iterated. If yes,
the iteration ends; otherwise, initiate iteration for another
allowable n.

The flowchart of the iteration is illustrated in Fig. 17. After
the completion of iterations, both Pn and Zbase for each (n, h) are
yielded. Moreover, the specific resonant parameters associated

∃h ∈ ( 79 , 9
7

)
, sec

(
π

2fnM

)
− 1 ≤ Mm ⇒ nU2m

U1
≥ min

h∈( 7
9 ,

9
7 )

(
sec
(

π
2fnM

)
− 1
)
⇒ nU2m

U1
≥ sec

(
π

2fnM

)
− 1
∣∣∣
h= 7

9

⇒ n ≥ U1

U2m

(
sec
(

π
2fnM

)
− 1
∣∣∣
h= 7

9

)
⇒ n ≥ 1

5

(
8 sec

(√
7π
12

)
− 8
)
≈ 0.47913

(39)

∃h ∈
(
7

9
,
9

7

)
, sec

(
π

2fnm

)
− 1 ≥ MM ⇒ nU2M

U1
≤ max

h∈( 7
9 ,

9
7 )

(
sec

(
π

2fnM

)
− 1

)
⇒ n > 0 (40)

∃h ∈ ( 79 , 9
7

)
, sec

(
π

2fRnM

)
− 1 ≤ MRm ⇒ 1

/
nU2M

U1
≥ min

h∈( 7
9 ,

9
7 )

(
sec
(

π
2fRnM

)
− 1
)
⇒ U1

nU2M
≥ sec

(
π

2fRnM

)
− 1
∣∣∣
h= 9

7

⇒ n ≤ U1

U2M

/(
sec
(

π
2fRnM

)
− 1
∣∣∣
h= 9

7

)
⇒ n ≤ 8

/(
9 sec

(√
7π
12

)
− 9
)
≈ 2.96834

(41)

∃h ∈
(
7

9
,
9

7

)
, sec

(
π

2fRnm

)
− 1 ≥ MRM ⇒ 1

/
nU2m

U1
≤ max

h∈( 7
9 ,

9
7 )

(
sec

(
π

2fRnm

)
− 1

)
⇒ n > 0 (42)



ZHAO et al.: ANALYSIS AND DESIGN OF LCL RESONANT TANK WITH REDUCED REACTIVE POWER FOR BIDIRECTIONAL OBC APPLICATIONS 4271

Fig. 17. Flowchart of the proposed iteration.

with certain qualified (n, h) are derived as follows:

⎧⎨
⎩
ωr =

√
h+1
h

1√
LpCT

Zbase =
√

Lp

CT

⇒

⎧⎪⎪⎪⎪⎨
⎪⎪⎪⎪⎩

Lp = Zbase
ωr

√
1+h
h

CT =
√

1+h
h

/
(Zbaseωr)

Ls =
hLp

n2 = hZbase
n2ωr

√
1+h
h

.

(46)
For a certain eligible (n, h), the constant power gain curves of

the related LCL during bidirectional operations are precisely
obtained through time-domain calculations, as illustrated in
Fig. 18, where Pout_n_R is the normalized output power of
reverse operation. Furthermore, for each operating point of
desired load conditions, the corresponding normalized time-
domain waveform of the positive half-cycle is also obtained,
as depicted in Fig. 19, where θz is the zero-crossing moment
of the inverting-side current j1. Consequently, the associated
charge Qa for a given operating point is defined as the integral
of the inverting-side current in the same direction as the inverting
voltage during the positive half-cycle and the corresponding
backflow charge Qb is defined as the integral of the inverting-side
current in the opposite direction as the inverting voltage during
the positive half-cycle, as derived in (47) and (48), respectively.

Qa=

∫ π
ωbasefn

θz
ωbase

i1 (t)dt=
U1

Zbase

1

ωbase

∫ π
fn

θz

j1 (θ)dωbaset

=U1

/(√
Lp

CT

)√
LpCT

∫ π
fn

θz

j1 (θ)dθ

Fig. 18. Constant power gain curves of the optimized LCL for bidirectional
operation. (a) Forward operation. (b) Reverse operation.

Fig. 19. Normalized time-domain waveforms of LCL during positive half-
cycle.

=U1CT

∫ π
fn

θz

j1 (θ)dθ (47)

Qb=

∫ θz
ωbase

0

i1 (t)dt=
U1

Zbase

1

ωbase

∫ θz

0

j1 (θ)dωbaset

=U1

/(√
Lp

CT

)√
LpCT

∫ θz

0

j1 (θ)dθ

= U1CT

∫ θz

0

j1 (θ)dθ. (48)
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Fig. 20. Experimental setup. (a) Experimental test platform. (b) LCL proto-
type.

Apparently, the power related to Qb is the circulating reactive
power. To describe the effective power for a certain operating
point more intuitively, the corresponding effective charge Qe is
defined as the difference between the associated charge Qa and
the absolute value of the backflow charge Qb, as derived in (49).
Finally, the effective charge factor η is defined as the ratio of the
effective charge Qe to the associated charge Qa in (50).

Qe = Qa − |Qb|=U1CT

∫ π
fn

θz

j1 (θ)dθ−
∣∣∣∣U1CT

∫ θz

0

j1 (θ)dθ

∣∣∣∣
= U1CT

(∫ π
fn

θz

j1 (θ)dθ −
∣∣∣∣
∫ θz

0

j1 (θ)dθ

∣∣∣∣
)

(49)

η =
Qe

Qa
=

(∫ π
fn

θz

j1 (θ)dθ−
∣∣∣∣
∫ θz

0

j1 (θ)dθ

∣∣∣∣
)/(∫ π

fn

θz

j1 (θ)dθ

)

= 1−
(∣∣∣∣
∫ θz

0

j1 (θ)dθ

∣∣∣∣
)/(∫ π

fn

θz

j1 (θ)dθ

)
. (50)

Obviously, the larger the η is, the smaller the percentage of
backflow charge (i.e., circulating reactive power) of the corre-
sponding operating point. Accordingly, the value of η is 1 when
the inverting side presents purely resistive (i.e., θz = 0) and 0
when the converter is operating in zero-load O mode [i.e., θz
= π/(2fn)]. Therefore, the effective charge factor η is adopted
to evaluate the quality of the operating point. However, there
are an infinite number of operating points for a certain eligible
(n, h), as shown in Fig. 18. Considering that the rated-load
condition is the most significant characteristic of the converter,
the average of the effective charge factor η for all operating
points on the rated-load gain curve is adopted to characterize the
performance of corresponding design parameters, as derived in
(51). Besides, since there are also reverse operating conditions,
the effective charge factor ηR for reverse operation is also
derived in (52), where θzR is the zero-crossing moment of the
inverting-side current for reverse operation.

η̄ =

N∑
i=1

ηi

/
N (51)

ηR= QeR

QaR
=1−

(∣∣∣∣
∫ θzR

0

j2_R (θ)dθ

∣∣∣∣
)/(∫ π

fn

θzR

j2_R (θ)dθ

)
.

(52)

TABLE VI
ITERATION RESULTS

Similarly, the average effective charge factor η̄R of all operat-
ing points on the rated-load gain curve during reverse operation
is derived in (53). Considering that the characteristics of both
forward and reverse operations are equally weighted for LCL,
the bidirectional average effective charge factor η̄B is defined as
the average of η̄ and η̄R in (54), which is utilized to evaluate the
performance of various eligible combinations of (n, h). In other
words, the iteration result with the maximum η̄B is selected as
the optimal design. The iteration results with the maximum η̄B
of each allowable n are presented in Table VI.

η̄R =

NR∑
iR=1

ηiR

/
NR (53)

η̄B = (η̄R + η̄)/2. (54)

According to Table VI, the associated permissible h of n =
0.5–0.6 and 2.1–2.9 is a null set. By comparing the bidirectional
average effective charge factor η̄B of various iterations, the op-
timal design parameters are determined in (55). In addition, the
constant power gain curves of the optimal LCL during bidirec-
tional operations are accurately obtained through time-domain
calculations, as depicted in Fig. 18.⎧⎪⎪⎨

⎪⎪⎩
n = 1.5
h = 1.03
Zbase = 260.8 Ω
fr = 100 kHz

⇒
⎧⎨
⎩
Lp = 582.716 μH
CT = 8.567 nF
Ls = 266.7545μH

. (55)

V. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS

To verify the correctness of the theoretical analysis and the
effectiveness of the proposed parameters optimization method,
an LCL prototype was implemented with parameters provided in
(55) and the relevant specifications are enumerated in Table V.
In addition, the key circuit component values are recapitulated
in Table VII and the experimental setup is given in Fig. 20.
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Fig. 21. Experimental waveforms of the prototype during forward operation under 1 kW load condition. (a) U1 = 400 V, U2 = 250 V. (b) U1 = 400 V, U2 =
300 V. (c) U1 = 400 V, U2 = 350 V. (d) U1 = 400 V, U2 = 400 V. (e) U1 = 400 V, U2 = 450 V.

Fig. 22. Experimental waveforms of the prototype during forward operation under zero-load O mode. (a) U1 = 400 V, U2 = 250 V. (b) U1 = 400 V, U2 =
300 V. (c) U1 = 400 V, U2 = 350 V. (d) U1 = 400 V, U2 = 400 V. (e) U1 = 400 V, U2 = 450 V.

Fig. 23. Experimental waveforms of the prototype during reverse operation under 1 kW load condition. (a) U2 = 250 V, U1 = 400 V. (b) U2 = 300 V, U1 =
400 V. (c) U2 = 350 V, U1 = 400 V. (d) U2 = 400 V, U1 = 400 V. (e) U2 = 450 V, U1 = 400 V.

TABLE VII
KEY DESIGN PARAMETERS

A. Forward Operation

Fig. 21 provides the detailed experimental waveforms of the
prototype during forward operation at several typical voltage
gains and constant 1 kW load conditions. It is not difficult to
notice that the drain–source voltage VDSp3 can always drop
to zero before Sp3 turns ON, which is exactly the indication
that ZVS for Sp3 has been achieved. Similar waveforms im-
plementing ZVS for forward operation are shown in Fig. 22, in
which the load conditions are zero-load O mode. Therefore, the
optimized LCL parameters derived by iteration are undoubtedly
capable of offering the required voltage gain and guaranteeing
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Fig. 24. Experimental waveforms of the prototype during reverse operation under zero-load O mode. (a) U2 = 250 V, U1 = 400 V. (b) U2 = 300 V, U1 = 400 V.
(c) U2 = 350 V, U1 = 400 V. (d) U2 = 400 V, U1 = 400 V. (e) U2 = 450 V, U1 = 400 V.

Fig. 25. Measured efficiency curves during forward operation.

Fig. 26. Measured efficiency curves during reverse operation.

the achievement of ZVS under desired load conditions during
forward operation.

B. Reverse Operation

Fig. 23 presents the detailed experimental waveforms of the
prototype during reverse operation at several typical voltage
gains and constant 1 kW load conditions. Clearly, ZVS for switch
Ss3 is achieved. Similar waveforms achieving ZVS for reverse
operation are also listed in Fig. 24, in which the load condi-
tions are zero-load O mode. Consequently, the optimized LCL

Fig. 27. Estimated loss breakdown of the prototype at typical voltages and
1 kW load condition during (a) forward mode and (b) reverse mode.

parameters derived by iteration can provide the required voltage
gain and guarantee the achievement of ZVS under required load
conditions during reverse operation.

C. Efficiency Analysis

Figs. 25 and 26 present the measured efficiency curves of the
LCL prototype during bidirectional operations under different
load conditions. The peak efficiency of 97.306% is achieved at
rated load conditions when U1 = 400 V, U2 = 425 V during
forward operation. Owning to the achievement of the full range
of ZVS with reduced reactive power, the efficiency of over 91%
is maintained even under light-load conditions.
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TABLE VIII
PERFORMANCE COMPARISONS OF THE PROPOSED LCL WITH EXISTING WORKS

For the proposed LCL resonant converter, due to the achieve-
ment of full-range soft switching (i.e., ZVS for inverting-side
switches and ZCS for rectifier switches) and synchronous rectifi-
cation refer to [36], its power losses mainly include the following
three parts: 1) inverting-side (i.e., primary side for forward mode
and a secondary side for reverse mode) switch losses Psw,inv,
including turn-OFF loss Poff,inv and conduction loss Pcon,inv; 2)
rectifier side (i.e., secondary side for forward mode and primary
side for reverse mode) switch losses Psw,rec, i.e., only conduction
loss Pcon,rec; 3) magnetic losses, including transformer losses
PT, inductor losses PLp, and inductor losses PLs. Specifically,
PT, PLp, and PLs can further be subdivided into corresponding
magnetic core loss and copper loss.

Accordingly, the estimated loss breakdown (i.e., Psw,inv, PLp,
PT, PLs, and Psw,rec) of the prototype at typical voltage gains and
1 kW load condition during bidirectional operation are derived
in Fig. 27. Clearly, thanks to the achievement of full-range
soft switching and the excellent device characteristics of SiC
MOSFET, the estimated switch losses are consistently small.
Especially, the rectifier side losses Psw,rec after synchronous
rectification is performed. Moreover, it is found that magnetic
losses (i.e., PLp, PT, and PLs) are the dominant part of the losses,
which implies that there is still much potential for the optimiza-
tion of the relevant magnetic components (i.e., Lp, T, and Ls),
and the conversion efficiency of the prototype can further be
improved in the future by optimizing the design of the magnetic
components. Besides, the inductor losses of the inverting side are
consistently larger than those of the rectifier side, and a similar
scenario can also be observed for the switch losses. This is due to
the presence of circulating reactive energy on the inverting-side
resonant tank even after optimization, which results in extra
losses of switches and magnetic components on the inverting
side. On the other hand, it is exactly the reactive power on the
inverting side that provides the proposed LCL with a wide range
of voltage regulation capability.

D. Performance Comparisons

To comprehensively demonstrate the potential benefits of
the proposed LCL, the performance comparison of LCL with

existing works for bidirectional OBC applications is summa-
rized in Table VIII. It is well known that neither SRC nor LLC
can provide a bidirectional wide voltage gain range if only PFM
is adopted. As a result, both SRC [32] and LLC [33] utilize
additional modulation strategies (e.g., PWM and PS) to handle
the requirement for a wide voltage gain range, which inevitably
increases the complexity of the control implementation. As for
DAB [6] and LCL-type DAB [27], even with the introduction
of more sophisticated multiple PS modulation strategies (e.g.,
EPS, DPS, and TPS), they still suffer from loss of ZVS when
operating over the full power range (0%–100%). Besides, exces-
sive reactive power still exists for DAB operating under OBC
applications. Therefore, the efficiency performance of DAB [6]
and LCL-type DAB [27] is to remain inferior to that of the pro-
posed LCL. Compared to the resonant tank configuration (e.g.,
CLLC [12], CLTC [13], LCCL [14], LCLL [34], and CDT-LC
[35]) specifically optimized for bidirectional wide voltage gain
applications adopting only PFM, both the proposed LCL and
LCCL [14] are capable of realizing the design voltage gain
with the narrowest frequency range. Admittedly, the overall
efficiency performance of this work is slightly inferior to that
of CLLC [12] since the CLLC is designed to realize a power
range of 50%–100%, while the LCL of this work is compromised
accordingly to achieve the entire power range of 0%–100%. Ob-
viously, the proposed LCL requires fewer resonant components
to provide superior performances similar to that of LCCL [14]
under bidirectional OBC applications. Therefore, the proposed
LCL provides a better tradeoff between cost, voltage regulation
capability, ZVS, and efficiency.

VI. CONCLUSION

The LCL resonant tank adopting PFM is optimized for bidi-
rectional OBC applications utilizing TDM in this article. The
basic operating principles of LCL are reviewed and presented
first. Then TDM is utilized to characterize the LCL resonant
tank during bidirectional operations. With the accurate findings
of TDM, an LCL resonant parameters optimization method is
proposed to address the wide voltage range of battery charger
application, which is capable of providing the required wide
voltage gain and guaranteeing the achievement of ZVS with
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reduced reactive power under desired load conditions during
bidirectional operations. Finally, a 1-kW LCL prototype with an
optimized resonant tank was constructed. The revealed experi-
mental results confirmed the correctness of the TDM theoretical
analysis and the effectiveness of the proposed parameters op-
timization method. Moreover, the superior performances of the
LCL resonant tank over the entire power range (0%–100%) were
well proven. Specifically, the optimized LCL prototype achieves
the designed 1.8× voltage gain within a narrow switching fre-
quency range of 88.7–120 kHz, with a measured peak efficiency
of 97.306%.
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