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Abstract—Transformerless cascaded H-bridge (CHB) grid-
connected inverters are widely used in engineering due to its
advantages in volume, cost, and efficiency. However, the lack of
electrical isolation results in a leakage current loop between the
system and earth, creating additional electromagnetic interference
and safety issues First, the CHB model with parasitic capacitance
is established, and proved that the leakage current of odd-module
CHB (OM-CHB) cannot be suppressed solely by modulation. Then,
a new hardware-based pulsewidth modulation (HB-PWM) strategy
is proposed to suppress the leakage current of OM-CHB. In the pro-
posed strategy, two new redundant states are created by adding two
power switches in the intermediate module. These extra switching
states are applied to the HB-PWM strategy, which can eliminate
the high-frequency component of the sum of parasitic capacitive
voltage (SPCV), thus, suppress the leakage current, and available
generalizes to CHB with arbitrary odd-module. Finally, the effec-
tiveness of the proposed method is verified by a MATLAB/Simulink
simulation model and an experimental prototype with a rated
power of 550 W. The experimental results show that the SPCV of
the proposed method does not contain high-frequency components,
and the value of the leakage current meets the standard of VDE
0126-1-1.

Index Terms—Hardware-based modulation strategy, leakage
current suppression, odd-module cascaded h-bridge (OM-CHB),
transformerless grid-connected inverters.

I. INTRODUCTION

THE installed capacity and power generation of solar energy
has climbed rapidly in successive years, and has played

a critical role in new energy grid-connected power generation
[1], [2]. In comparison to connecting photovoltaic (PV) power
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to the grid via grid-frequency transformer or high-frequency
transformer, transformerless PV-GCI attracts more and more
attention due to its advantages of low cost, small size, light
weight, and high efficiency [3], [4]. Nevertheless, a leakage
current circuit is formed between the parasitic capacitance of
the PV panel, the earth, and the grid due to the lack of electrical
isolation [5]. It will cause many issues such as electromagnetic
inference, increase of equipment loss and current harmonic
distortion, even endangering the safety of personnel [6], [7].
German Standard VDE 0126-1-1 [8] and International Elec-
trotechnical Commission (IEC) 62109-2 [9] specify that PV
systems should be disconnected from the point of common
coupling within 0.3 s when the root mean square (rms) value
over exceeds from 30 mA.

Many advanced suppression methods for the leakage current
of classic full-bridge inverters have been proposed, which can
be summarized into three ideas. One is based on hardware,
such as H5 [10], H6 [11], H7 [12], H10 [13], another is based
on software [14], [15], and the last one is comprehensive of
hardware and software [16], [17]. The doubly grounded inverters
is a new topology that completely eliminates leakage currents
by cogrounding the grid neutral with the negative terminal of the
PV cell [18]. As a matter of fact, scholars have made a number
of research results on doubly grounded inverter topology, such
as based on basic chopper circuits [19], quasi-z source circuit
[20], H-bridge [21], and so on. However, these methods are only
applicable to single-module single-phase or three-phase inverter
topology, which cannot be directly adopted in CHB to tackle the
leakage current problem.

In PV-GCI systems, since PV modules can provide isolated
dc voltage, CHB is more suitable for PV systems than diode
clamp converters and flying across capacitors converters [22],
[23]. So far, there is rarely publication dealing with the leakage
current issue in PV-CHB systems.

As the switching mechanism of the CHB is different from
single-module inverters, it is difficult to achieve the desired effect
by simply transplanting the existing suppression method. In [24],
a mathematical model of the leakage current is established that
comprehensively considering various parasitic parameters, but
its order is too high to be suitable for CHB. In [25], a simpli-
fied model only considering parasitic capacitance parameters is
proposed, which is widely used in leakage current research of
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CHB. The [22] reveal that the excitation source of CHB leakage
current is related to sum of parasitic capacitive voltage (SPCV),
which include common-mode voltage (CMV) and differential
mode voltage (DMV). A new topology is formed by integrating
some structures into CHB, such as H5, H6, and Heric [26], which
keeps the CMV of the CHB constant, but the (DMV) still exists.
Moghaddam and Iman-Eini [27] designed and placed bidirec-
tional switches on the ac-side of the CHB, which is helpful to
keep the CMV constant, but had no effect on the DMV. Wang
et al. [28] proposed a modified phase disposition pulsewidth
modulation (PWM), which utilizes switching sequence with
equal SPCV for each output voltage level. In [29] and [30],
the redundant vectors and multicarriers are used to eliminate the
leakage current of the two-module CHB, respectively. Unfortu-
nately, the abovementioned methods are suitable for CHB with
a fixed number of cascaded modules, cannot be generalized to
more modules. wang et al. [31] and Shahabadini and Iman-Eini
[32] proposed a new method that suitable for CHB with any
even-module, but invalid for OM-CHB. It has been demonstrated
that the DMV of the intermediate modules has no contribute to
the SPCV, it is infeasible to rely solely on modulation to keep
the SPCV of OM-CHB constant [22].

To solve the leakage current of OM-CHB, a method that
combining hardware with software has entered the perspective of
researchers. By placing common-mode filters on the dc-side and
the ac-side of each module, respectively, a filter-based hardware
approach is discussed in [25]. Guo and Jia [33] explored a
structure that adds filter inductors and capacitors on the ac-side
of each module, whose structure is suitable for CHB with any
number of cascaded modules, when all the inductors have the
same parameters. Shahabadini et al. [34] proposed a Heric-based
CHB inverter, in conjunction with utilization of ac-side LCL
filters, leading to leakage current suppression in individual
module, thus, whole system. As it was stated, these methods
can eliminate leakage current of CHB with any modules, but
excessive extra devices increase the system’s cost, losses, and
control complexity.

In summary, although many topological and modulation im-
provements have been proposed to reduce leakage current of
CHB inverter, not applicable to OM-CHB. Unfortunately, no
paper has been dedicated to the research on leakage current
of OM-CHB with arbitrary module. In order to fill this gap,
this article proposes a new method to solve the leakage current
of OM-CHB with arbitrary modules, which involves adding
two power switches in the intermediate module and using the
proposed modulation strategy to maintain the SPCV constant,
thereby suppressing the leakage current. As shown later, com-
pared with existing solutions, the proposed method can easily be
generalized to an arbitrary number of OM-CHB without adding
any extra devices. Meanwhile, the effect of leakage current
suppression is not influenced by dc-link voltage fluctuation and
switching frequency selection. This solution is a candidate to
eliminates the leakage current of any OM-CHB.

The rest of this article is organized as follows. In Section II,
the CMV-DMV mode of CHB is established and theoretical
analysis is given. Section III analyses the proposed topology and
modulation strategy in detail, and the general idea of suppressing

Fig. 1. Topology diagram of conventional single-phase CHB.

leakage current is summarized. Simulation and experimental
results are reported at Sections IV and V. Finally, Section VI
concludes this article.

II. ANALYSIS OF LEAKAGE OF CLASSICAL CHB

A. Leakage Current Model of Classical CHB

Fig. 1 shows the topology of a single-phase transformerless
n-module PV-CHB-GCI with parasitic capacitors. The B-bridge
arm of ith module is connected to A-bridge arm of (i+1)th
module, and total output is connected to single-phase ac grid
Ugrid via two filter inductors L1, L2. In Fig. 1, CPVi_k (module
index: i= 12 …n. k indicates PV panel polarity, “1” for positive,
“2” for negative) represents the parasitic capacitance of each
module between PV terminals and ground. The CPVi_1 and
CPVi_2 are connected to ground in parallel, thus, the parasitic
capacitance of the ith module is CPVi = CPVi_1||CPVi_2, when
CPVi_1 = CPVi_2, CPVi = 2CPVi_1 = 2CPVi_2. The value of
parasitic capacitance is approximately 60–150 nF/kW [33]. The
voltage of dc-link, grid connected current and the ground point
are named as “UPVi,” “ig,” and “O,” respectively. The negative
terminal of ith module is termed “Ni” as the reference point of
output voltage. The midpoints of each H-bridge arm are marked
“Ai” and “Bi” as the output terminals for that module.

To simplify the model analysis, it is assumed that all the PV
modules have identical parasitic capacitances and voltages of
dc-link

CPV1 = CPV2 = . . . . . . = CPVn = CPV (1)

UPV1 = UPV2 = . . . . . . = UPVn = UPV. (2)

The switching function Sji is defined as

Sji =

{
1 Sjion
0 Sjioff

(
switch state index
j = a, b

)
(3)

where Sji denotes the switching function of bridge arm. The
upper and lower power switch states of the same bridge arm are
reversed, and Sji coincides with the upper power switch state.
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Fig. 2. CMV-DMV equivalent circuit of CHB inverter.

Output voltage of J-bridge arm for i-module can be described as

UJiNi = UPVSji. (4)

The CMV and DMV of a single module H-bridge are defined
as follows: {

Ucmi =
UAiNi+UBiNi

2
Udmi = UAiN i − UBiN i.

(5)

Rearranging (5), the voltage of bridge arm can be expressed
in terms of CMV and DMV{

UAiN i = Ucmi +
Udmi

2

UBiN i = Ucmi − Udmi

2 .
(6)

According to (6), the equivalent circuit of Fig. 1 can be
derived, as shown in Fig. 2, where UCi denotes the voltage of the
parasitic capacitance for the i-module. ilg is the leakage current
of the system, which can be expressed as

ilg = CPV1
dUC1

dt
+ CPV2

dUC2

dt
+ · · ·+ CPVn

dUCn

dt
. (7)

Combining (1) and (7), ilg can be rewritten as

ilg = CPV
dUSPCV

dt
(8)

where USPCV denotes the SPCV of all cascaded module, and

USPCV =
n∑

i=1

UCi.

Equation (8) reveals that the excitation source for the leakage
current of the CHB is the differential value of USPCV. Therefore,
the idea of suppressing leakage current is to reduce or eliminate
the high-frequency components of USPCV, if USPCV is constant
value, the leakage current does not exist. As it can be seen from
Fig. 2, there are two paths of leakage current, one is flowing
between intermodule (as shown in the red loop), another is
flowing through the grounding point (as shown in the blue loop).
The safety standards only limit the leakage current to ground, so
this article focuses on the suppression strategy of system leakage
current, rather than the leakage current between intermodule.

B. Analysis of Filter Inductance

Generally, the ac-side of CHB is tied to the grid through
symmetrical filter (SF) (L1 = L2 � 0) or asymmetrical filter
(ASF) (L1 � 0, L2 = 0), and their leakage current characteristics
need to be discussed separately.

Applying Kirchhoff’s voltage law to the structure shown in
Fig. 2, the circuit equation can be derived, as shown in⎧⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎨
⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎩

UC1 + Ucm1 − 0.5 (Udm1 + Udm2)− Ucm2 − UC2 = 0
UC2 + Ucm2 − 0.5 (Udm2 + Udm3)− Ucm3 − UC3 = 0
...
UC(n−1) + Ucm(n−1) − 0.5

(
Udm(n−1) + Udmn

)− Ucmn

−UCn = 0
UCn + Ucmn − 0.5Udmn + UL2 = 0
n∑

i=1

Udmi − Ugrid − UL1 − UL2 = 0.

(9)
Analysis of Fig. 2 shows that the difference between SF and

ASF lies in the last two circuit equations in (9): SF has the “UL2”
term, while ASF does not.

For the convenience of solving, (9) is rewritten in matrix
form as (10). As the leakage current is much smaller than
the grid current, and the current flowing through L1 and L2 is
approximately equal, i.e., UL1 = UL2 in the practical circuit{

A1U
T
C = B1U

T
cm +C1U

T
dm + UgridD

T
1 SF

A2U
T
C = B2U

T
cm +C2U

T
dm + UgridD

T
2 ASF

(10)

where UC = [UC1 UC2 · · · UCn] denotes the parasitic ca-
pacitance voltage matrix, U cm = [Ucm1 Ucm2 · · · Ucmn]
denotes CMV matrix, and Udm = [Udm1 Udm2 · · · Udmn]
denotes the DMV matrix. A1, B1, C1, D1 are the coefficients
of each excitation source for the SF. A2, B2, C2, D2 are the
coefficients of each excitation source for the ASF

A1 = A2 =

⎡
⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣

1 −1 0 · · · 0
0 1 −1 · · ·
0 0 1 · · · ...
...

...
...

. . .
0 · · · 1

⎤
⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦ ,

B1 = B2 =

⎡
⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣

−1 1 0 · · · 0
0 −1 1 · · ·
0 0 −1 · · · ...
...

...
...

. . .
0 · · · −1

⎤
⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦

D1 =
[
0 · · · 0 −0.5

]︸ ︷︷ ︸
1×n

,D2 =
[
0 0 · · · 0

]︸ ︷︷ ︸
1×n

,

C1 =

⎡
⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣

0.5 0.5 0 · · · 0
0 0.5 0.5 · · ·
0 0 0.5. · · · ...
...

...
...

. . .
−0.5 −0.5 · · · 0

⎤
⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦ ,
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C2 =

⎡
⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣

0.5 0.5 0 · · · 0
0 0.5 0.5 · · ·
0 0 0.5. · · · ...
...

...
...

. . .
0 0 · · · 0.5

⎤
⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦ .

Solving (10) by Cramer’s law, and get the UCi of CHB with
ASF inductor as

UCi_ASF = −Ucmi + 0.5Udmi +
n−1∑

j=i+1

Udmj . (11)

The USPCV_ASF can be obtained by performing a cumulative
operation on (11). UCi_ASF, USPCV_ASF denotes the UCi and
USPCV of CHB with ASF inductor, respectively, as follows:

USPCV_ASF=
n∑

i=1

UCi_ASF=−
n∑

i=1

Ucmi +
n∑

i=1

(i− 0.5)Udmi.

(12)
Similarly, UCi_SF, USPCV_SF of CHB with SF inductor are

shown as

UCi_SF = − Ucmi+0.5

n∑
j=i+1

Udmj − 0.5

i−1∑
j=1

Udmj

+ 0.5Ugrid (13)

USPCV_SF = −
n∑

i=1

Ucmi + 0.5
n∑

i=1

(2i− n− 1)Udmi

+ 0.5nUgrid. (14)

From (11)–(14), we can see that the DMV components of
USPCV_ASF presenting divergent characteristics, thus, it is im-
possible to keep constant by modulation.

C. Leakage Current Analysis of OM-CHB

From (14), it can be seen that the DMV components of
USPCV_SF is affected by the parity of the number of cascaded
modules. If n is even, the DMV components of the ith mod-
ule and the (n+1-i)th module have similar but opposing sign
coefficients, so it is feasible to offsetting effects of DMV by
modulation strategies, making USPCV_SF free of high-frequency
components. At present, most of modulation strategies for leak-
age current suppression of even-module CHB are based on this
idea.

When n is odd, the DMV coefficient of the (n+1-i)/2-th
module is equal to zero, therefore, its DMV components does
not contribute to USPCV_SF during output level switching. But
the CMV components of the (n+1-i)/2-th module is fluctuating
between +1UPV, 0, -1UPV, thus, USPCV_SF cannot kept con-
stant. To sum up, it is unable to eliminate leakage current of
OM-CHB by conventional modulation completely.

TABLE I
SWITCHING STATUS IN SYMMETRICAL GROUP

TABLE II
OUTPUT VOLTAGE OF GROUP 1

III. PROPOSED TOPOLOGY AND STRATEGY

A. General Idea of OM-CHB Suppress Leakage Current

The USCV_SF of OM-CHB was expanded as (15), which
consists of grid voltage, CMV and DMV, among which the grid
voltage component mainly contains the fundamental component
(50 Hz) and low-frequency harmonics, its effect on the leakage
current can be neglected. The CMV and DMV of the CHB
are inherently linked by switching function, and should be
considered together when designing suppression strategy

USPCV_SF = 0.5nUgrid︸ ︷︷ ︸
Power−frequency

component

− [Ucm1 + · · ·+ Ucmn]︸ ︷︷ ︸
CMVexcitation Source

+ 0.5 [(1− n)Udm1 + · · ·+ 0 + · · ·+ (n− 1)Udmn]︸ ︷︷ ︸
DMVexcitation Source

.

(15)

As it can be seen from (15), the DMV components can be
eliminated, when the DMV values of the symmetric modules
are equal, such as the ith module and the (1+n-i)th module.
If the sum of the CMV corresponding to two modules kept
constant, the CMV and DMV interference of the symmetric
position module is eliminated. At this time, in case the CMV
component of the (1+n)/2-th module is a constant value, the
USPCV_SF has no high-frequency components.

Based on this idea, the module of OM-CHB is divided into two
categories, one is the symmetrical group, another is the middle
module of CHB. The symmetrical group contains the ith module
and the (1+n-i)th module, the middle module of CHB denotes
the (1+n)/2-th module.

From (5), we get switching states that satisfy a constant sum of
CMV and DMV in the symmetrical group i as (10-10), (01-01),
(11-00), (00-11), and the corresponding power switches are Sai,
Sbi, Sa(n+1-i), Sb(n+1-i), respectively. Table I shows the CMV
and DMV of symmetrical group 1 (1-th module and nth module),
where the sum of CMV is constant +1UPV, and sum of DMV
is equal to zero all the time.

Table II shows the output voltage is +2UPV, -2UPV,00 in the
order, at three even levels, and the sum of multiple module output
levels remains even. To ensure smooth switching of output
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TABLE III
CMV-DMV CHARACTERISTIC OF H-BRIDGE

Fig. 3. Operating mode of Heric.

TABLE IV
CMV-DMV CHARACTERISTIC OF INTERMEDIATE MODULE

levels, the output voltage of middle module of CHB should
include three levels of +UPV, -UPV, and 0.

Table III shows the relationship between CMV-DMV charac-
teristic and output level in H-bridge. The output levels are+UPV

and -UPV, respectively, when the CMV is constant at +0.5UPV,
so the intermediate module should also satisfy a new constraint
of outputing a zero level when the CMV is 0.5UPV as{

Ucm = UAN+UBN
2 = 0.5UPV

Udm = UAN − UBN = 0.
(16)

Solving (16), we get UAN = UBN = 0.5UPV.

B. Proposed Topology of Intermediate Module

Combining Table III, it can be seen that conventional H-
bridge topology cannot meet this constraint, hence, hardware
modification option is considered. Reconstruction structure of
H-bridge satisfying the new constraints is shown in [3], the Heric
topology is selected due to its fewer extra devices and lower
control difficulties.

Fig. 3 shows operation of Heric, and its CMV-DMV charac-
teristic, output levels are shown in Table IV.

Fig. 4 shows the modulation schematic of the proposed topol-
ogy applied to the n-module. The symmetric groups all use the

Fig. 4. Proposed topology for n modules.

switching sequences shown in Table I, and the CMV is equal
to UPV, the DMV is equal to zero. The intermediate module
utilizes the switches sequences shown in Table IV, the CMV
is constant at 0.5UPV. From (15), we can see that the USPCV

is always free of high-frequency components regardless of the
increase or decrease in the number of symmetric groups, so the
proposed method is suitable for OM-CHB with any modules.

It should be noted that the switching states of two modules
within the same group are interrelated, so the output power of
each module is consistent. However, the proposed method is
not able to freely allocate the power distribution between the
symmetric groups and intermediate module, and its effectiveness
will be compromised when the PV array is locally shaded. In
addition, power distribution is an important performance index
of CHB inverter, which has been studied by many scholars
[35], but there is no relevant research combining leakage current
suppression.

Combining Tables I, IV and Fig. 4, we can easily find that:
by the coordination of symmetrical groups and middle module
of CHB, smooth switching of the output level while ensuring
a constant USPCV_SF can be achieved. The USPCV_SF of an
n-module CHB can be expressed as

USPCV_SF = 0.5nUgrid︸ ︷︷ ︸
Power−frequency

component

− 0.5nUPV︸ ︷︷ ︸
CMV

. (17)

C. HB-PWM Strategy for CHB With Three-Module

To verify the validity of the proposed topology and modula-
tion, leakage current suppression of CHB with three modules
is analyzed in this article. The modified topology is shown in
Fig. 5, the 1-th module and the 3-th module form symmetrical
group 1, 2-th module is modified based on Heric.

Equation (13) can be embodied in the form of three modules
as (18), and all of them contain high-frequency switching signals
as well as grid voltage signals⎧⎨
⎩
UC1 = −Ucm1 + 0.5Udm2 + 0.5Udm3 + 0.5Ugrid

UC2 = −Ucm2 − 0.5Udm1 + 0.5Udm3 + 0.5Ugrid

UC3 = −Ucm3 − 0.5Udm1 − 0.5Udm2 + 0.5Ugrid

. (18)

Table V shows the switching status of CHB with three-
module, it can be seen that output levels of +UPV, - UPV, and 0
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Fig. 5. Proposed Heric-based CHB with three-module.

TABLE V
SWITCHING STATES OF CHB WITH THREE-MODULE MENTIONED

contains multiple switching states. For example, the +UPV can
be obtained by+2UPV of 1-th group and -1UPV of 2-th module,
or 0 of 1-th group and +1UPV of 2-th module. The bold parts
in Table V are the switching states to be selected in this article.

Conventional phase disposition PWM (PD-PWM) and phase
shifted PWM (PS-PWM) technology can achieve CHB grid
connection easily, but they cannot generate the switching logic
shown in Table V, and have almost no effect on leakage current
suppression. To overcome this issue, A new HB-PWM strategy
is proposed.

In Fig. 6, the triangular carrier waveforms Vc1-3 are in phase
and all have an amplitude of 1, and Vc2 = Vc1+1 and Vc3

= Vc2+1. Assume Vref is the reference signal shown in (19),
where M is the modulation index, M�(01), ω denotes angular-
frequency of grid. To reduce the number of carriers, the modu-
lation signal VM by calculating the absolute value of the Vref

Vref = 3M sin(ωt). (19)

The Vsgn reference signal is defined as

Vsgn = sgn (Vref) =

{
1 Vref > 0
0 Vref ≤ 0

. (20)

Fig. 6. Switching pattern of the proposed HB-PWM.

The preprocessed signal G1, G2, and G3 are obtained by
comparing Vm with the carriers Vc1, Vc2, and Vc3, respectively.
Switching drive signal of each module as follow:

Sa1 = Sb3 = Vsgn (21a)

Sb1 = G1Vsgn +G1Vsgn (21b)

Sa2 = SN_b2

= G3Vsgn + (G1 [0 ≤ VM ≤ VC1]

+G2 [1 ≤ VM ≤ 2]
)
Vsgn (21c)

Sb2 = SN_a2

=G1 [0 ≤ VM ≤ VC1]Vsgn+
(
G3+G2 [1 ≤ VM ≤ 2]

)
Vsgn

(21d)

S5 = Sa2 + Sb2Vsgn (21e)

S6 = Sa2 + Sb2Vsgn (21f)

Sa3 = G1Vsgn +G1Vsgn. (21g)

From (13) and Table V, the UC1, UC2, and UC3 of CHB with
three-module can be derived as (22). And we can see that UC2

and “UC1+UC3” contain only the dc component and the mains
voltage component, thus, the leakage current is suppressed ef-
fectively {

UC2 = −0.5UPV + 0.5Ugrid

UC1 + UC3 = −UPV + Ugrid
. (22)

Similarly, the switching states of CHB with five-module can
be derived, as shown in Table VI, and the switching states of
CHB with more odd-numbered can also be obtained by the same
way, which will not be repeated here.

IV. SIMULATION STUDY

In this section, the proposed method for OM-CHB leakage
current suppression is verified in MATLAB/Simulink, and the
results are compared with the PD-PWM and PS-PWM. The
parameters in simulation include: dc-link voltage (UPVi) of 30 V
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TABLE VI
SWITCHING STATES OF CHB WITH FIVEMODULE

Fig. 7. Control block diagram of CHB-based PV system.

at each module, the parasitic capacitance (CPVi) of 50 nF, the
grid voltage amplitude (Ugrid) of 80 V and 50 Hz, the filtering
inductance L1 = L2 = 2 mH, the switching frequency of 2 kHz,
and grid current amplitude (ig) of 5 A.

Fig. 7 demonstrates the utilized control system for the grid-
connected CHB inverter in this article, which is made of four
parts: 1) the distributed maximum power point tracking (MPPT)
to obtain the maximum generation power of each PV array,
2) a dc voltage controller to control the dc-link voltage with a
proportional integral (PI) regulator, 3) a grid current controller to
generate the grid connected current reference signals, and 4) the
modulation circuit, in which the proposed modulation approach
is used.

A. Simulation Results of HB-PWM and Traditional Strategies

Fig. 8 shows the simulation waveform of HB-PWM. Fig. 8(a)
shows that the seven-level waveform of total output voltage can
be achieved. Fig. 8(b) shows the grid voltage and grid current,
which are highly sinusoidal and in cophase. The total harmonic
distortion (THD) of the grid current is 0.52%, which meets the
IEEE Std.929-2000 standard of 5%.

Fig. 8. HB-PWM simulation waveform. (a) Output voltage of each module
and total output voltage. (b) Grid voltage and grid current. (c) THD of grid
current.

Fig. 9. Simulation results of PD-PWM. (a) UCi and USPCV. (b) Leakage
current ilgi and ilg.

Figs. 9–11 show the simulation results of PD-PWM, PS-
PWM, and HB-PWM, respectively. Analyzing of Figs. 9 and
10, we can find that the UCi and USPCV of the PD-PWM and
PS-PWM contains complex high-frequency components, and
rms value of 31.0 mA and 36.0 mA for the leakage current,
respectively, which does not meet the standard’s requirements.

According to Fig. 11(a), UC2 is a sinusoidal waveform with
superimposed dc components, without any high-frequency com-
ponents. Conversely, the UC1 and UC3 waveform contains com-
plex high-frequency components, but offset each other when
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Fig. 11. Simulation results of HB-PWM. (a) UCi and USPCV. (b) Leakage
current ilgi and ilg.

Fig. 10. Simulation results of PS-PWM. (a) UCi and USPCV. (b) Leakage
current ilgi and ilg.

Fig. 12. Simulation results of HB-PWM at modulation index of M2. (a) UCi

and USPCV. (b) ilgi and ilg.

added together. Thus, the USPCV is an ideal sinusoidal wave-
form. And the leakage current of each module has a similar
relationship, as shown in Fig. 11(b). The rms value of leakage
current ilg is 1.5 mA, which satisfies the VDE 0126-1-1 and IEC
62109-2.

B. Simulation Results of HB-PWM at all Modulation Index

To further verify that the proposed approach can suppress
leakage current at all modulation index, the modulation indexes
of CHB with three-module is divided into M1 � (01/3), M2

� (1/32/3), M3 � (2/31). The modulation index of Fig. 10 is
0.88, the next step research will focus on M1 and M2, and set
the grid voltage amplitude to 20 V, 50 V, respectively, when the
modulation index is M1 and M2.

Fig. 13. Simulation results of HB-PWM at modulation index of M1. (a) UCi

and USPCV. (b) ilgi and ilg.

Fig. 14. Experiment prototype of CHB with three-module.

TABLE VII
PARAMETERS OF EXPERIMENTAL PROTOTYPE

Figs. 12 and 13 show simulation results of HB-PWM at grid
voltage amplitude of 50 V and 20 V separately. As shown in
Figs. 12 and 13, the waveform characteristics of the UCi and ilgi
of each module are consistent with Fig. 11, and the rms value of
the leakage current are 0.9 mA and 0.4 mA when grid voltage
amplitude at 50 V and 20 V, respectively.

V. EXPERIMENTAL RESULT AND ANALYSIS

A prototype shown in Fig. 14 has been designed, and the re-
sults are presented in this section. The prototype consists of three
identical H-bridge power boards, symmetrical filter L1,2, dc
power source (simulate PV array), and programmable ac power
supply. The master controller is an FPGA for the implementation
of modulation and closed loop quasi-proportional resonance
current control. The main parameters of this platformare listed
in Table VII.

A. Experiment Results of HB-PWM and Traditional Strategies

Figs. 15 –18 show the experimental results of PD-PWM, PS-
PWM, and HB-PWM separately. Fig. 15 illustrate that the output
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Fig. 15. Experimental results of HB-PWM, the wave of output voltage Uout,
grid voltage Ugrid, and grid current ig.

Fig. 16. Experimental results of PD-PWM. (a) UCi and USPCV. (b) ilgi and
ilg.

Fig. 17. Experimental results of PS-PWM. (a) UCi and USPCV. (b) ilgi and
ilg.

Fig. 18. Experimental results of HB-PWM. (a) UCi and USPCV. (b) ilgi and
ilg.

voltages of inverter have seven-level voltage steps and the grid
currents are well sinusoidal. In subplot(a) of Figs. 16 and 17,
the UCi and USPCV of PD-PWM, PS-PWM contains complex
high-frequency components, which leading to a high leakage
current with rms value of 41.4 mA and 72.8 mA, and cannot

Fig. 19. Experimental results of HB-PWM at grid voltage of 70 Vrms.
(a) UCi and USPCV. (b) ilgi and ilg.

Fig. 20. Experimental results of HB-PWM at grid voltage of 35 Vrms.
(a) UCi and USPCV. (b) ilgi and ilg.

Fig. 21. Effect of active power change on the leakage current.

Fig. 22. Effect of reactive power injection on the leakage current.

meet the VDE0126-1-1 standard. From Fig. 18(a), it can be
observed that the waveform burr of UC1 and UC3 is symmetrical
about UC2, the UC2 and USPCV are almost sinusoidal, and total
leakage current is almost zero (3.3 mA), far below the safety
standards, coinciding with the analysis of (22).
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Fig. 23. Effects of switching frequency, parasitic capacitance value, and DC-link voltage on leakage current. (a) PD-PWM. (b) PS-PWM. (c) HB-PWM.

B. Dynamic Performance of the Proposed HB-PWM

Figs. 19 and 20 show the experimental results of HB-PWM
at grid voltage of 70 Vrms and 35 Vrms separately. The results
indicate that the proposed strategy has an excellent performance
of grid connection at different modulation index, and the varia-
tion trend of parasitic capacitor voltage in each module is also
agree with Fig. 18. Subplot(b) of Figs. 19 and 20 illustrate the
rms value of total leakage current of 2.1 mA and 1.2 mA in
succession, the root cause is that the decrease in low-frequency
leakage current caused by the grid voltage reduction.

Figs. 21 and 22 show the experimental results of the proposed
HB-PWM strategy for active power variations and different re-
active power injection, respectively. As can be seen, the leakage
current waveforms are free from the influence of active power
variations or reactive power injection, which shows the excellent
dynamic performance of the proposed method.

C. Leakage Current for Different Circuit Parameters

From Fig. 23, it can be seen that leakage current of PD-PWM,
PD-PWM, and HB-PWM becoming higher with increased par-
asitic capacitance, which is determined by the characteristics
of capacitance device. Fig. 23(a) and (b) shows that the leakage
current trend of PD-PWM and PS-PWM are raising with dc-link
voltage increasing, for the higher du/dt of the switching fre-
quency, which is attributed to the LC series leads to the increase
of high-frequency components of parasitic capacitor voltage.
And the leakage current shows a trend of first increasing and then
decreasing with the increase resonance formed by parasitic ca-
pacitance and filtering inductance. The impedance of the leakage
current loop is extremely small when the switching frequency
approaches the resonant frequency. Thus, resonant frequencies
should be considered when selecting switching frequencies and
filters.

On the contrary, from Fig. 23(c), we can find the leakage
current of HB-PWM will not be affected by switching frequency
(fs) and dc-link voltage. The reason is that the USPCV does not
include switching components.

D. Efficiency Analysis

Fig. 24 shows the output voltage diagram of CHB inverter
with three-module, the positive half cycle includes areas I, II,
III, while the negative half cycle includes areas IV, V, VI. The

Fig. 24. Converter output voltage pattern.

TABLE VIII
CONDUCTION LOSSES BETWEEN CONVENTIONAL AND PROPOSED TOPOLOGIES

TABLE IX
SWITCHING LOSSES AMONG CONVENTIONAL AND PROPOSED TOPOLOGIES

conduction loss and switching loss are key factors that affect
the efficiency of converter. This article evaluates the overall
efficiency of the proposed and conventional method (PD-PWM
and PS-PWM) by analyzing the conduction loss and switching
loss shown in Tables VIII and IX.

According to Table VIII, at the output voltage Uout=±2UPV,
Uout =±3UPV, the amount of conduction losses of all methods
is equal to each other. However, at the output voltage Uout

= ±1UPV, Uout = 0, the amount of conduction losses of the
proposed method is higher than that of the conventional method
due to the addition of extra switches.
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TABLE X
COMPARING THE PROPOSED METHOD WITH OTHER SOLUTIONS

Fig. 25. Measured efficiency comparison curve.

As shown in Table IX, the switch status of module-1 and
module-3 under proposed method are similar, which not switch-
ing in areas Ⅱ/Ⅴ and Ⅲ/Ⅵ, making the proposed method have
lower switching losses than traditional PS-PWM modulation.
In addition, the number of switches of PD-PWM is less than
proposed method at any areas. In brief, the switching losses of
the proposed method is higher than PD-PWM while lower than
PS-PWM.

Fig. 25 illustrates the experimental results for efficiency under
different grid connected power of PD-PWM, PS-PWM, and
proposed method. The experimental efficiencies of three meth-
ods at rated 550 W power are 98.15%, 97.6%, and 98.08% in
succession. However, if traditional approach is utilized, a grid-
side transformer must be used to avoid leakage current, which
reduces system efficiency by 1% – 2%. In a word, proposed
topology and its modulation have higher conversion efficiency
than conventional methods.

The comparison of the proposed method with other methods
are shown in Table X, which shows that the proposed topology
just needs to add two small active switching devices, and coop-
erates with the proposed HB-PWM can ensure that the USPCV

is free of any high-frequency components.

VI. CONCLUSION

In this article, a new topology and modulation strategy is
proposed to reduce the leakage current for transformerless OM-
CHB in PV systems, and its effectiveness was verified by theo-
retical analysis, simulation verifications, experimental tests. The
proposed topology was implemented by only adding two power
switches to middle module, and cooperate with the proposed
modulation strategy can be eliminate the high-frequency com-
ponents of the USPCV of OM-CHB completely, thus, leakage
current gets suppressed. Compare to the most existing methods
for suppress leakage current, the proposed method can be easily
extended to any OM-CHB inverters, and the dc-link voltage and
switching frequency have no influence on the proposed solution.

Despite all these features, this method has some limitations.
First, the proposed method could be effective in reduction of
the grid leakage current, however, cannot minimize the leakage
current of each module. Second, the proposed method has ex-
cellent performance on leakage current suppression when the
PV array light is balanced, but the local shadow occlusion is an
inevitable problem in actual engineering situation. Therefore,
further studies need to be explored.
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