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Abstract—Inductive power transfer and capacitive power trans-
fer (CPT) are two of the most commonly used near-field wireless
power transfer technologies, and these two systems share simi-
larities and symmetries. This article proposes a hybrid wireless
power transfer (HWPT) system to achieve load-independent char-
acteristic and anti-misalignment capability. The HWPT system
utilizes the compensation inductors of the CPT system to create an
additional inductive channel in which the capacitive and inductive
channels are compensated for each other. Based on the modeling
of the HWPT system, the load-independent and enhanced constant
current output is derived. In HWPT system, the inductive coupler
is employed with the capacitive coupler, which forms a compact
hybrid coupler. As the coupler becomes misaligned, the loss of
power transferred through the inductive channel can be compen-
sated by the increase of power transferred through the capacitive
channel. A 200 W experimental prototype is built to validate the
performance of the HWPT system. Experimental results show that
as the load resistance ranges from 20 to 40 Ω and the coupling
misalignment ranges from 0 to 100 mm, the output current remains
nearly constant and the input current stays in phase with the input
voltage. According to the experimental findings, the output current
of the HWPT system is approximately twice as high as that of the
CPT system when using the same capacitive coupler.

Index Terms—Capacitive and inductive coupler, compensation
inductor, capacitive power transfer (CPT), hybrid wireless power
transfer (HWPT).

I. INTRODUCTION

W IRELESS power transfer (WPT) technology utilizes the
soft medium to deliver power through a relatively large

air gap. Over the last decade, inductive power transfer (IPT)
and capacitive power transfer (CPT) are the two most popular
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near-field WPT technologies [1], [2], and they are ready to be
applied in many fields, such as consumer electronics [3], [4],
underwater equipment [5], [6], and electric vehicle [7], [8], [9].

For both IPT and CPT systems, the power transmission ability
is dependent on the coupling coefficient. However, the coupling
coefficient is challenging to improve, because the size of the
coupler is limited by applications. In [10], a multilayer coil is
proposed for IPT systems to increase the mutual inductance.
However, this structure increases system volume and cost. In
[11], an interleaved capacitive coupler is proposed to obtain a
larger mutual capacitance. However, the structure is complex
and sensitive.

Actually, there are many similarities and dualities between
the IPT and CPT systems. The inductive (capacitive) coupler
and capacitive (inductive) components exist and compensate for
each other in the IPT (CPT) system [12], [13]. Thus, it is possible
and meaningful to combine them to form a hybrid wireless power
transfer (HWPT) system to improve transmission performance
[14], [15].

In some applications, a constant current (CC) output is re-
quired for WPT systems. For instance, maintaining battery
charge between 20% and 80% is beneficial for battery life, and
the charging process between these levels is always CC charging.
However, the system output can be largely affected by the load
resistance and coupling condition, where the load resistance
varies during the charging process and the coupling parameters
vary as the coupler misaligned. In practice, the HWPT system
with both load-independent characteristic and antimisalignment
ability is preferred [16], [17], [26].

Numerous approaches have been proposed to achieve a con-
stant output, which can be broadly classified into three cat-
egories: system control, compensation network, and coupler
design. For the system control, a common approach is applying
a dc–dc converter to regulate the output power. However, this
method brings extra losses and makes the system complex.
In [18], a frequency regulation based on H∞ is proposed for
the IPT system to regulate the output power. However, the
frequency regulation may cause a system stability problem, i.e.,
frequency bifurcation. For the compensation network, a hybrid
IPT topology is also proposed for achieving a constant output
[20], but the system design is complex including multiple reac-
tive power components. A parameter design method for LC–LC
compensated CPT system is proposed to achieve a nearly
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Fig. 1. Main topology of the proposed HWPT system.

constant output against load variation and coupling misalign-
ment [19]. However, this system operates in the detuning state,
resulting in increased reactive power, power loss, and VA rating.
For the coupler design, a capacitive coupler array is proposed
to overcome coupling misalignment [3]. However, using matrix
plates as the transmitting end could increase electric-field radi-
ation and reduce system efficiency. In [21], a design method
for inductive coupler is proposed to improve the antioffset
ability. However, the inductive coupler is heavy and expensive.
In addition, an LC–LC compensated CPT-based HWPT system
for railway applications is proposed in [15]. However, the direct
connection of two outer plates of the capacitive coupler limits
the system’s application.

Nevertheless, how to combine IPT and CPT systems to
achieve the load-independent characteristic and antimisalign-
ment ability needs to be further studied. Driven by these moti-
vations, this article proposes an HWPT system with a constant
and enhanced current output. The main contributions of this
article are summarized as follows.

1) Based on the circuit model of the HWPT system, this
article reveals the working principle to achieve the load-
independent CC output and zero phase angle (ZPA) by
combing IPT and CPT systems.

2) The output is negatively correlated with the mutual ca-
pacitance, as well as positively correlated with the mu-
tual inductance so that the HWPT system can achieve
antimisalignment characteristic with the well-designed
coupler.

3) Both the capacitive coupled and inductive coupled chan-
nels are used to transfer power leading to enhanced power
transmission. Meanwhile, the inductive coupler is em-
ployed together with the capacitive coupler to form a
concise structure.

The rest of this article is organized as follows. Section II in-
troduces the system architecture of the proposed HWPT system.
Based on the mathematical model, the working principle of the
HWPT system is analyzed in Section III. The system design is
presented in Section IV, including coupler design. Experimental
prototype are carried out to validate the performance of the
HWPT system in Section V. Finally, Section VI concludes this
article.

II. SYSTEM ARCHITECTURE

A. Proposed HWTP System

In this article, the system architecture of the proposed HWPT
system is shown in Fig. 1. The main circuits is composed of

Fig. 2. Structure and dimension of the hybrid coupler. (a) 3-D view. (b) Front
view.

the dc power supply, high-frequency full-bridge inverter formed
by S1 − S4, double-sided LC compensation network, vertical
capacitive coupler, rectifier, and the load resistanceRL.Cex1 and
Cex2 are placed on the primary and secondary sides to increase
the self-capacitances of the capacitive coupler. As shown in
Fig. 1, there is inductive coupling between the compensation
inductors, where M represents the mutual inductance.

B. Hybrid Coupler

In the proposed HWPT system, the hybrid coupler is consist
of a capacitive coupler and an inductive coupler. To make a
concise structure, the inductive coupler is positioned between the
capacitive coupler, as shown in Fig. 2. Q-type coils are employed
as the inductive coupler, while vertical structure is selected as the
capacitive coupler. For the consistency of the X- and Y-axis, the
plates and coils are designed to be symmetric from the primary
to the secondary side. As depicted in Fig. 2(a), P1, P2, and L1

are fixed as the transmitter, while P3, P4, and L2 are installed
on the application as the receiver. As shown in Fig. 2(b), the
length of P1 and P3 is l1, the length of P2 and P4 is l2, the
inner diameter of coils is l3. The transmission distance between
coils is d, the distance between plates on the same side is d1,
the separated distance between plat and coil on the same side
is d2. The specific design of the hybrid coupler is presented in
Section IV.

III. WORKING PRINCIPLE

A. Modeling of Capacitive Coupler

For the capacitive coupler, there is one coupling capacitor
between each two coupling plates, resulting in a six-capacitor
model, as depicted in Fig. 3(a). It is a typical two-port net-
work, which can be equivalent to a current-source model, as
demonstrated in Fig. 3(b). In this model, considering the extra
capacitances Cex1 and Cex2, the self-capacitance and mutual
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Fig. 3. Equivalent circuit of the capacitive coupler. (a) Six-capacitances cir-
cuit. (b) Current source model. (c) Voltage source model.

capacitance can be given as⎧⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎨
⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎩

Cp = Cex1 + C12 +
(C13 + C14) (C23 + C24)

C13 + C14 + C23 + C24

Cs = Cex2 + C34 +
(C13 + C24) (C14 + C24)

C13 + C14 + C23 + C24

CM =
C13C24 − C14C23

C13 + C14 + C23 + C24

(1)

where, Cij represents the coupling capacitance between Pi and
Pj . Similar to the coils, the capacitive coupling coefficient is
defined as kc, which can be expressed as

kc = CM/
√
CpCs. (2)

For the HWPT system, due to the inductive channel between
the compensation inductors, a series compensation topology of
the capacitive coupler is more suitable for the circuit analysis.
Therefore, the current source model can be converted to the
voltage source model, as shown in Fig. 3(c). According to
the equivalent circuit, the equivalent capacitance and voltage
sources in Fig. 3(c) can be expressed as⎧⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎨

⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎩

Cpeq =
CpCs − C2

M

Cs

Cseq =
CpCs − C2

M

Cp

CMeq =
CpCs − C2

M

CM

(3)

⎧⎪⎪⎨
⎪⎪⎩
Vpx =

CM

jω (CpCs − C2
M )

· I2

Vsx =
CM

jω (CpCs − C2
M )

· I1.
(4)

Fig. 4. Equivalent circuit of the proposed HWPT system under the fundamen-
tal component.

B. CC Output Against Load Variation

Due to good filtering function of compensation network, the
current in primary side is nearly sinusoidal containing only
fundamental component. Based on the fact that only the funda-
mental component of the voltage source on ac-side contributes to
power transfer, the fundamental harmonic approximation (FHA)
method is adopted in this article. Based on the voltage source
models of the capacitive and inductive couplers, the equivalent
circuit of the proposed HWPT system is shown in Fig. 4. It is a
typical SS compensation circuit, yet it contains four controlled
voltage sources. Two voltage sources jωMIin and jωMIo rep-
resent the inductive coupling. Two voltage sources Vpx and Vsx

represent the capacitive coupling. Re indicates the equivalent
resistance, Re = 8RL/π

2. Vin indicates the fundamental com-
ponent of the inverter’s output voltage.

In the double-sided LC CPT system [17], the self-resonant
frequencies ω1 and ω2 are defined as the tuned frequency of the
primary and secondary sides. If the self-resonant frequencies are
designed to be the same, the following equation can be obtained:

{
ω2
1LpCp = ω2

2LsCs = 1
ω1 = ω2 = ω0.

(5)

Actually, when the primary and secondary compensation net-
works are fully tuned at the switching frequency ω in Fig. 4, the
system output is determined by the controlled sources. Combing
(3), the parameters satisfy

{
ω2LpCpeq = ω2Lp · CpCs−C2

M

Cs
= ω2LpCp

(
1− k2c

)
= 1

ω2LsCseq = ω2Ls · CpCs−C2
M

Cp
= ω2LsCs

(
1− k2c

)
= 1.

(6)
Therefore, the frequency ωcc can be expressed by ω0

ωcc = ω0/
√

1− k2c . (7)

According to the KVL, the input and output of the HWPT
system can be expressed as

⎧⎪⎪⎨
⎪⎪⎩
Vin = −jωccMIo − CM

jωcc (CpCs − C2
M )

· Io

Vo = jωccMIin +
CM

jωcc (CpCs − C2
M )

· Iin = ReIo.
(8)
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TABLE I
SYSTEM PARAMETERS

Fig. 5. Frequency properties. (a) Transconductance gain of CPT system.
(b) Transconductance gain of IPT system. (c) Transconductance gain of HWPT
system. (d) Impedance angle of HWPT system.

According to (5)–(8), the input current and output current can
be calculated and simplified as⎧⎪⎪⎪⎨

⎪⎪⎪⎩
Io = −jω0

√
C1C2

√
1− k2c

kc −Mω2
0

√
C1C2

· Vin

Iin =
ω2
0C1C2

(
1− k2c

)
Re(

kc −Mω2
0

√
C1C2

)2 · Vin.
(9)

It can be seen from (9) that the output current is load-
independent, which is determined by inherent parameters, i.e.,
C1, C2, ω0, kc, M , and Vin. Compared with the CPT system,
the output current of the HWPT system is additionally affected
by the mutual inductance. As long as kc > Mω2

0

√
C1C2, the

output current of the HWPT system is larger than that of the
CPT system. Therefore, the output current can be increased by
adjusting the mutual inductance.

C. Frequency Properties

Considering the full tuned state, the input impedance of the
proposed HWPT system can be expressed as

Zin−hwpt =
ω2
0C1C2(1− k2c )Re

(kc −Mω2
0

√
C1C2)2

. (10)

As given in (10), the impedance of proposed HWPT systems
is pure resistive, which implies that ZPA can be achieved at
different load resistances.

Fig. 6. Typical waveforms of the proposed HWPT system.

With the parameters listed in Table I, Fig. 5(c) and (d) shows
the frequency properties of the HWPT system. With the same
coupling coefficient, Fig. 5(a) and (b) shows the transconduc-
tance gain of the CPT and IPT systems, respectively. It can be
seen that there is a CC frequency ωcc in CPT, IPT, and HWPT
systems. It also shows that the output current of the HWPT
system is twice as big as that of other systems. As shown
in Fig. 5(d), when the HWPT system is operated at the CC
frequency, the impedance angle keeps 0◦ against load variation.

According to the abovementioned analysis, Fig. 6 shows the
typical waveform of the HWPT system. It can be seen that the
input current iiniiniin is in phase with the input voltage vinvinvin, as well
as ahead of the output current vovovo by 90◦, which is consistent
with the LC–LC compensated CPT system. In addition, the
induced voltages jωMiinjωMiinjωMiin and jωMiojωMiojωMio are in phase or antiphase
to the output and input voltage, respectively. It indicates that the
additional inductive channel only changes the amplitude instead
of its phase. The induced voltage jωMiinjωMiinjωMiin on the secondary side
is proportional to the load resistance according to (10), so that
the output current of the proposed HWPT system can still remain
load-independent.

Obviously, the proposed HWPT system in this article can be
seen as the series connection of an IPT system and a CPT system.
If there is no coupling between the compensation inductors, this
system is an isolated CPT system with LC–LC compensation
network. If there is no capacitive coupling, this system is an IPT
system with SS topology.

D. CC Output Against Coupling Misalignment

In the HWPT system, the output current is negatively corre-
lated with kc, while it is positively correlated with M . Typically,
both kc and M decrease with the increasing coupling misalign-
ment. It is possible to achieve a CC output against coupling
misalignment with a well-designed coupler.

For a loosely coupled capacitive coupler, the mutual ca-
pacitance is determined by the cross capacitance between the
primary and secondary plates, and the self-capacitance is mainly
determined by the coupling capacitance of plates on the same
side. Therefore, the mutual capacitance decreases with increas-
ing coupling misalignment, while the coupling misalignment
has little effect on the self-capacitance. Thus, the self-resonant
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Fig. 7. Equivalent circuit with parasitic resistances.

frequency of the system can be considered to be constant. Since
the capacitive coefficient is always at a very small level, the CC
frequency ωcc (ωcc = ω0/

√
1− k2c ) of the HWTP system can

be approximately regarded as consistent.
According to (9), the output current under coupling misalign-

ment is set equal to the target value, the corresponding mutual
inductance M can be obtained

M −Mmis =
kc − kc_mis

ω2
0

√
C1C2

(11)

where, kc_mis and Mmis represent the capacitive coefficient and
mutual inductance of the coupler with coupling misalignment,
respectively.

E. System Efficiency

In previous literatures [22], [23], the equivalent model with
parasitic resistances of the WPT system have be analyzed. The
parasitic resistance of inductor and capacitor can be expressed as
equivalent series resistance. Fig. 7 shows the equivalent circuit,
where the parasitic resistances are defined asRLp,RCpeq,RCseq,
and RLs. In this article, the he quality factors of Lp and Ls is
defined as QL, and the quality factors of Cpeq and Cseq is defined
as QC

QL =
ωLp

RLp
=, QC =

1

ωCpeq RCpeq
. (12)

From Fig. 7, the system efficiency can be expressed as

η =
I2oRe

I2inRp + I2oRs + I2oRe

=
1

Re +Rs +
(Re+Rs+Xs)

2

(
ωM− 1

ωCMeq

)2Rp

(13)

where, Rp is the sum of RLp and RCpeq. Rs is the sum of RLs

and RCseq. Xs indicates the imaginary part of the impedance on
the secondary side.

According to (14), it can be noted that the efficiency is maxi-
mized by taking ∂η/∂Re = 0, so that the maximum efficiency
ηmax and normalized load Rbase are expressed as⎧⎪⎪⎪⎪⎨

⎪⎪⎪⎪⎩
Rbase = Rs

√
1 +

(
ωM− 1

ωCMeq

)2

RpRs

ηmax = 1− 2√√√√√
1+

(
ωM− 1

ωCMeq

)2

RpRs
+1

. (14)

Fig. 8. System efficiency versus (a) load resistance and (b) component toler-
ance.

In [24], the quality factors of inductors and capacitors at
different frequency are given. In this section, QL and QC are
selected as 750 and 3000 according to [24], when the switching
frequency is about 1 MHz. With the parameters listed in Table I,
the system efficiency (ignoring losses of inverter and rectifier) is
shown in Fig. 8(a). It can be seen that when the load resistance
is 19.4 Ω, the system efficiency reaches the maximum value
90.26%. Since L12, L22, Cij , and CM are determined by the
hybrid coupler, Fig. 8(b) shows the efficiency versus component
tolerance. It can be seen thatL11,Cex1, andCex2 have little effect
on the system efficiency within 5% error. By comparison, the
system efficiency decreases about 2.5% when the error of L21

is ±2%.

F. Harmonics Analysis

As previous analysis, the FHA method is adopted in this
article, which ignores the high-order harmonics. Actually, the
output voltage of the inverter is a typical square wave, so it is
necessary to analyze the influence of high-order harmonics on
the power transmission. The output voltage of the inverter can
be expanded according to Taylor series

v(t) =
4Vdc

π

(
sinωt+

1

3
sin 3ωt+ · · ·+ 1

n
sinnωt+ · · ·

)
(15)

where, n = 2k + 1, k represents positive integer.
According to the superposition theorem, the system per-

formance under different harmonicas can be determined indi-
vidually. If the network is excited by the nth harmonica, the
equivalent circuit can be also simplified as the voltage coerce
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Fig. 9. Equivalent circuit of the proposed HWPT system under the nth har-
monic.

models, as shown in Fig. 9. It should be point out that all induced
voltage sources is excited by the frequencynω and the equivalent
inductors and capacitors remain unchanged.

According to KVL, the input and output of the HWPT system
under nth harmonic can be expressed as{

Vin_nω = (XLp +XCpeq)Iin_nω − (XM +XMeq)Io_nω

ReIo_nω = (XM +XMeq)Iin_nω − (XLs +XCseq)Io_nω
(16)

where, X represents the impedance.
According to Section III-B, the parameters on the primary

side and secondary are designed equal, and the primary and
secondary compensation networks are fully tuned at the switch-
ing frequency ω. Therefore, the input current Iin_nω and output
current Io_nω can be expressed⎧⎪⎨
⎪⎩
Iin_nω =

Vin_nω(n2Re+jnωLp(n
2−1))

jnωLpRe(n2−1)−ω2L2
p(n

2−1)+( 1
ωCMeq

−n2ωM)
2

Io_nω =
Vin_nω( 1

jωCMeq
−jn2ωM)

jnωLpRe(n2−1)−ω2L2
p(n

2−1)+( 1
ωCMeq

−n2ωM)
2 .

(17)

With the parameters listed in Table I, the normalized input
current and output current under different harmonics are shown
in Fig. 10(a). As shown, the normalized input current and output
current under high-order harmonics is close to zero, which is far
less than those under fundamental harmonics. Therefore, the
contribution of high-order harmonics to the power transmission
is very small. In addition, the total harmonic distortion (THD)
characterizes the circuit’s ability to suppress high-order harmon-
ics. The smaller the THD is, the stronger the suppression ability
is. With the parameters listed in Table I, the THD at different
inductance Lp and load resistance RL is shown in Fig. 10(b).
It can be seen that the THD of the proposed HWPT system is
relatively low. The THD is positively correlated with the induc-
tances, while it is negatively correlated with the load resistances.
Therefore, the higher the quality factor of the compensation
network is, the better the harmonic suppression ability is.

In summary, the high-order harmonic have little effect on the
power transmission, which means the compensation network of
the proposed HWPT system shows good filtering characteristic.
Therefore, the FHA method can be adopted in this article to
analyze the working principle.

IV. SYSTEM DESIGN AND SIMULATION

A. Parameter Design

The whole design process is depicted as Fig. 11, where the
coupler design process is shown in the dashed box. In practice,

Fig. 10. (a) Normalized input current and output current under different
harmonics. (b) THD versus load resistance at different inductances.

the load and output current/power are given according to the ap-
plication and requirement. Usually, the working frequency of the
inductive channel is several tens kHz, while that of the capacitive
channel is several hundred kHz to several MHz. Considering the
power transmission in both channels, the switching frequency is
chosen around 1 MHz.

Actually, the volume of the hybrid coupler is limited by the
application, so that the maximum size and transmission distance
can be determined. Through coupler design, the coupling param-
eters of the hybrid coupler can be obtained. Cex1 and Cex2 are
used to adjust the self-capacitances and capacitive coefficient for
achieving the desired output current. Detailed design method of
the hybrid coupler can be found in the next section.

According to (6), the total inductance Lp and Ls can be
determined. In the HWPT system, the compensation inductance
can be divided into two parts. The self-mutual is determined by
the coupler, so that the inductanceL12 andL22 can be calculated.
Usually, a large inductance would lead to excessive winding
losses and make the system bulky. The resonant inductance
should satisfy

Ldesign ≤ Lmax (18)

where, Lmax depends on the dimensional requirement and ef-
ficiency requirement of the system. If the designed inductance
is larger than Lmax, the design procedure reruns with adjusting
the extracapacitance, switching frequency, or input voltage.

B. Coupler Design

As described earlier, the coupling parameters of the hybrid
coupler are directly related to the system performance, so that
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Fig. 11. Design process of the proposed HWPT system.

TABLE II
DIMENSIONS AND MATERIALS OF THE HYBRID COUPLER

the well-design coupler is significant for the HWPT system.
According to Section III, the anti-misalignment ability depends
on the coupling parameters. Therefore, the hybrid couple is
designed to achieve the antimisalignment ability. According to
system architecture, it utilizes the compensation inductors of the
CPT system to create an additional inductive channel, and the
inductive channel is used to compensate the capacitive channel.
Therefore, the capacitive coupler is designed first, and then the
inductive coupler is designed based on this. The structures and
dimensions of the hybrid coupler are shown in Fig. 2, where
both the primary side and secondary side have the same plate
and coil structures. As depicted in Fig. 11, the design process of
the hybrid coupler is shown in the dashed box. Table II lists the
dimensions and materials of the hybrid coupler.

For the vertical coupler, the mutual capacitance is determined
by the cross capacitance between the primary and secondary
plates, and the self-capacitance is mainly determined by the
coupling capacitance of plates on the same side. Aluminum is
a good conductor, and it shows the advantages of cheap, good
plasticity, and easy to obtain. Therefore, aluminum plates are

Fig. 12. Simulation results of (a) self-capacitances and (b) mutual capacitances
against the coupling misalignment.

selected as the coupling plates of capacitive coupler. Considering
the space limitation, the dimension of the outer plate is selected
as 400 mm × 400 mm, which is listed in Table II. According to
[29], the area of inner plate is designed about half of that of outer
plate to achieve high coupling capacitance. Therefore, the inner
plate is selected as 300 mm× 300 mm. The thickness of all plates
is 1 mm. In general, the mutual capacitance and self-capacitance
are negatively correlated with the plates distance d1. However,
a larger d1 means a larger coupler volume. Therefore, the plates
distance d1 is selected as 5 mm.

The variations of self-capacitance and mutual capacitance
with coupling misalignments at different coupling distances
are shown in Fig. 12. Since the coupler is symmetric, two
self-capacitances are always equal under different coupling mis-
alignments. It can be seen from Fig. 12 that the transmission
distance and coupling misalignment have little effect on the
self-capacitance. The mutual capacitance decreases with the
increment of transmission distance and coupling misalignment.

According to the theoretical analysis in Section III, the com-
pensation inductance can be divided into two parts, L12(L22)
is only used to compensate capacitance, L11(L21) the other is
used to compensate the capacitive reactance and also to form
the inductive channel. Thanks to the structure of the HWPT
system, if the total inductance is expected, the self-inductance
of the inductive coupler does not affect the output current. As
depict in (11), the goal is to design the inductive coupler for
achieving the identical mutual inductances, which can achieve
the antimisalignment ability.
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Fig. 13. Variation of kc and corresponding M with coupling misalignment.

As we know, the mutual inductance of the coupler is de-
termined by the geometry, size, air distance, and turns of the
coils. Since the dimensions and distance of the coils are fixed,
it is necessary to achieve the desired mutual inductance M by
changing the turns of coils. To reduce the opposing area between
plates and coils, the inner diameter of coils is slightly larger than
that of inner plates, and the outer diameter should be smaller than
that of outer plates. Therefore, the inner diameter is selected as
320 mm. In practice, the transmission distance is determined by
the application. In this article, the air gapd is chosen to be 20 mm.
As discussed in the next section, the large d2 could reduce the
eddy current loss, but it would increase the coupler’s volume.
In similar, the distance d2 between plate and coil is selected as
5 mm.

With the parameters listed in Table II, Fig. 13 shows the vari-
ation of capacitive coefficient with coupling misalignment. To
keep the output current constant under coupling misalignment,
the variation of theoretical mutual inductance M is also shown
in Fig. 13. It is an effective method to match the ideal mutual
inductance by adjusting the number of coil turns. IfM is difficult
to meet the identical mutual inductance, it is better to slightly
increase l3 to reset the turns of coils.

According to (9) and (11), the inductive channel is used to
enhance the output current and achieve the antimisalignment
ability. It can be found that once the required output current
is determined, the maximum acceptable value of coupling mis-
alignment can also be obtained. If the coupling misalignment in
application is larger than the maximum value, the HWPT system
cannot ensure the CC output at this situation.

C. Eddy Current Loss

Under a time varying magnetic field, the eddy current is
induced in the coupling plates, while Hi induced by the eddy
current will oppose the source field. In general, the eddy current
loss can be calculated by

Peddy = ρ

∫
V

J2dV (19)

where, ρ represents the resistivity, J represents the eddy current
density.

Fig. 14 shows the eddy current density of plates P1, P2, P3,
andP4. Since the plates and coils are rectangle, the eddy currents

Fig. 14. Eddy current density of the coupling plates in XY view.

Fig. 15. Eddy current loss of the coupler versus x-misalignment under
(a) different d2 and (b) different l3.

of plates are all centrosymmetric. Due to the structure and size
of the coupler, the eddy current of P1 induced by the excitation
source reaches maximum value, while the eddy current of P4

reaches minimum value.
The eddy current loss of the coupler versus x-misalignment at

different d2 and l3 is shown in Fig. 15. It can be seen from
Fig. 15(a) that the eddy current loss of the coupler slightly
decreases with the increase of x-misalignment and separated
distance d2. There are two reasons for this: 1). the eddy current
loss induced by the coil on the same side is the main part, and it
keeps nearly constant with the increasing x-misalignment. 2). the
eddy current loss induced by the coil on the other side decreases
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Fig. 16. Simulation results of the compact coupler at different x-misalignment.
(a) Electric field. (b) Magnetic flux.

TABLE III
EXPERIMENTAL PARAMETERS

when the x-misalignment increases. As shown in Fig. 15(b), the
Peddy is not positively correlated with l3 monotonically. With
the increase of l3, the eddy current loss decreases first and then
increases.

According to the simulation results, the eddy current loss
is affected by the size of coupler. Therefore, the eddy current
loss can be reduced by optimizing the dimensions of coils
and plates. According to [28], the eddy current loss is also
affected by other factors. In general, the eddy current density is
positively correlated with the frequency of the excitation source,
and it is also positively correlated with the conductivity of the
plates. Therefore, the eddy current loss can also be reduced by
decreasing switching frequency or changing materials.

D. Electromagnetic Field Simulation

The magnetic field and electric field around the coupler are
also simulated by COMSOL, and the simulation results are
shown in Fig. 16. It can be seen from Fig. 16(a) that most electric
flux is limited between the coupling plates without coupling mis-
alignment. When the coupling misalignment occurs, the electric
field around unaligned area increases, but it decays rapidly with
the distance. Fig. 16(b) shows that the magnetic flux is con-
strained between outer plates without coupling misalignment.
According to theoretical analysis, the coupling misalignment
has little influence on the excitation current with coupling mis-
alignment, thus the energy through inductive coupled channel
decreases.

V. EXPERIMENT VERIFICATION

A. Experimental Prototype

To verify the hybrid CPT system, an experimental prototype
is built up, which is shown in Fig. 17. According to the parameter
design and coupler design in last section, a set of parameters can
be obtained, as listed in Table III. According to the measurement

Fig. 17. Experimental prototype of the HWPT system. (a) Overview of the
experimental prototype. (b) Main view of the coupler. (c) Vertical view of the
coupler.

data, the Q factors of the inductors and capacitors are about
620 and 2500, respectively, which is slightly smaller than the
mentioned Q factors in [24]. The relative error may be caused
by: 1) measurement error, 2) different size and structure of the
coupler. In the experimental prototype, all reactive components
are measured by HIOKI IM 3536 LCR Meter, which shows
outstanding performance at a frequency below 8 MHz.

To reduce high frequency loss, the compensation induc-
tors are made by wingding Lizi wire on PVC tubes, and the
compensation capacitors are composed of multiple mica capac-
itors in series and parallel, as shown in Fig. 17(a). In order to im-
prove the performance of the inverter and rectifier modules, SiC
MOSFETs IMZ120R045M1 and SiC diodes GHXS030A120S
are adopted in the full-bridge inverter and rectifier, respectively.
The design dimensions of the hybrid coupler are illustrated in the
last section, where the inductive coupler is placed between the
plates of capacitive coupler, as shown in Fig. 17(b) and (c).

B. CC Performance Against Load Variation

The load-independent CC characteristic of HWPT system has
been tested, as shown in Fig. 18. The waveforms of the load and
inverter are recorded under different resistances. As shown in
Fig. 18(a) and (b), when the load varies from 20 to 40 Ω, the
input current iiniiniin and voltagevinvinvin are almost in phase. To ensure the
ZVS of MOSFETs, the compensation inductors is slightly larger
than the theoretical value, so iiniiniin is slightly laggingvinvinvin on the basis
of ZPA. The output voltagevovovo is lagging behind the input voltage
vinvinvin by 90◦, which is consistent with the theoretical analysis. The
output currents of 20 and 40 Ω are 2.46 and 2.41 A, respectively.

As shown in Fig. 18(c), the peak value of the input current
immediately decreases when the load resistance is switched from
40 to 20 Ω. However, the output current is almost constant at
different loads, except for the switching point. At this point, the
output current fluctuates slightly and reaches a new steady state
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Fig. 18. Experimental waveforms of the inverter and load. (a) RL = 20 Ω. (b) RL = 40 Ω. (c) Dynamic process.

Fig. 19. Experimental waveforms of the inverter and load. (a) 0 mm misalignment. (b) 100 mm misalignment. (c) Dynamic process.

quickly. In general, Fig. 18 verifies that the output current is
almost constant and in phase with the input voltage, when the
load resistance changes.

C. CC Performance Against Coupling Misalignment

In addition to the load-independent CC output, the constant
output current and resistive input impedance of this system are
not affected by the coupling misalignment. Due to the symmet-
rical coupler, there is consistency on the X- and Y-axis. Fig. 19
shows the experimental waveforms at different x-misalignment,
where the load resistance is 30 Ω. As shown in Fig. 19(a) and
(b), when the coupling misalignment varies from 0 to 100 mm,
the output current changes from 2.44 and 2.49 A. In similar,
the input current is slightly lagging behind the input voltage
under different coupling misalignments, which implies the ZVS
can always be achieved. The output current is lagging behind the
input current by 90◦, which indicates the coupling misalignment
has little effect on the resonant state. Fig. 19(c) shows the
variation of the output current with the coupling misalignment.
It can be seen that a virtually CC is obtained throughout the
misalignment range. In general, Fig. 19 verifies that the output
current is almost constant and in phase with the input voltage,
when the coupling misalignment changes.

D. Comparison and Discussion

To illustrate the characteristics of the HWPT system, the CPT
system with the same parameters is also tested in this article.

Fig. 20. Experimental waveforms of the LC–LC compensated CPT system.

Fig. 20 shows experimental waveforms of vinvinvin, iiniiniin, vovovo, and iRLiRLiRL

under full alignment at RL = 40Ω. As shown, the rms value of
output current iRLiRLiRL is 1.24 A. It can also be seen that the output
voltage vovovo is lagging behind the input voltage vinvinvin by 90◦, which
is consist with the HWPT system.

According to experimental results, the output current of
HWPT system is about twice as big as that of CPT system with
the same coupling coefficient. With well design coupler, the
HWPT can achieve the antimisalignment CC output, while the
CPT and IPT systems cannot. In addition, the phase differences
between the input voltage, input current, and output voltage are
the same in both CPT and HWPT systems. This indicates that the
output current increases and the resonant state remain unchanged
with the additional inductive channel.
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TABLE IV
COMPARISON OF RECENT SYSTEMS ON THIS TOPIC

Fig. 21. Experimental efficiency at various load resistance
and x-misalignments.

Fig. 21 shows the dc–dc efficiency at various load resistances
and x-misalignments. It can be seen that the the system efficiency
slightly decreases with the incensement of load resistance. The
dc–dc reaches the maximum value at 86.5% when the load
resistance is the normalized load 20 Ω. As shown, the system
efficiency is approximately constant against the coupling mis-
alignment, because the coupling misalignment does not change
the reflection impedance of the HWPT system.

The method, coupler, performance, and output characteristic
of recent open-loop CPT systems in this topic have been summa-
rized in Table IV. Compared with other IPT systems, the coupler
of this system is light and cheap, as well as small coupling
coefficient. Compared with other CPT and HWPT systems, this
work can achieve both load-independent and antimisalignment
CC characteristics, as well as stable output under the same
misalignment level.

VI. CONCLUSION

This article presents a novel HWPT system that maintains a
constant and enhanced current output against load and coupling
variations. The proposed HWPT system incorporates compen-
sation inductors from the CPT system to create an additional
inductive channel; hence, the HWPT system can be seen as the
series connection of SS compensated IPT system and LC–LC
compensated CPT system. Similar to the aforementioned two
systems, the proposed HWPT system is capable of achieving
load-independent current output and ZPA. With a well-designed
coupler, the power transferred via the inductive channel can
be compensated by the power transferred via the capacitive
channel, even in the case of coupling misalignment. A 200 W
experimental prototype with 20 mm transmission distance is

built to validate the designed HWPT system. When the load
resistance and coupling misalignment vary from 20 to 40 Ω
and 0 to 100 mm x-misalignment, the HWPT system can always
achieve a CC output with 4.6% variation. By setting the inductive
channel, the output current of the HWPT system is twice as big
as that of the CPT system.

The limitation of this study is that the system characteristics
are relatively dependent on the well-designed coupler. In future
research work, we will focus on improving the performance
of hybrid coupler. 1) How to reduce the mutual interference
between the coils and plates? 2) How to make the hybrid coupler
more compact?
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