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Neutral-Point Voltage Oscillations in a Five-Level
Flying Capacitor Rectifier
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Abstract—Neutral-point (NP) voltage oscillating is an inherent
problem for multilevel converters with split dc-link capacitors. In
this article, a compensation component injection method based on
a hybrid modulation for minimizing the NP voltage oscillations
in a five-level flying capacitor rectifier is proposed. In specific,
the equivalent modulation waves are first obtained by adopting
an existing simplified space-vector modulation method. And a
hybrid modulation which gives both the same optimal harmonic
performance as phase-disposition pulse width modulation (PWM)
and the same superiority of flying capacitor voltage regulation
as phase-shifted PWM is adopted. Meanwhile, the solved optimal
compensation component in each subsector is injected to make the
average NP current equal to zero for minimizing the NP voltage
oscillations. Simulations and experiments were conducted to verify
the performance of the proposed compensation method based on
the hybrid modulation.

Index Terms—Compensation component injection, five-level
flying capacitor (5L-FC) rectifier, hybrid modulation, neutral-
point (NP) voltage oscillations minimization, phase-disposition
pulsewidth modulation (PDPWM), phase-shifted PWM (PSPWM),
simplified carrier-based space-vector modulation (SVM) method.

I. INTRODUCTION

FOR SOME nonregenerative power applications, such as dc
charger systems, wind energy conversion systems, power

factor corrections, telecommunications, aircrafts, etc., multi-
level unidirectional rectifiers are being preferred, as they use
less active switches, which helps to increase power density,
reduce system cost and improve reliability [1]–[5]. Different
multilevel rectifiers have been proposed in [6]–[13], which are
hybrids and modifications of conventional multilevel topologies
including diode clamp type, flying capacitor (FC) type, and
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Fig. 1. Topology of the 5L-FC rectifier.

cascaded h-bridge type. Among them, one superior topology [7]
composed of diode clamp type and FC type is shown in Fig. 1.
Only four switches and four diodes are needed in each phase leg
to generate five voltage levels.

In practical applications, the capacitor voltage balancing,
including three FCs and two dc-link capacitors, is of great impor-
tance. Capacitor voltage imbalance not only increases voltage
stress on switches and capacitors, which reduces their opera-
tional lifetime and reliability, but also has a negative impact on
the fundamental component of the input currents with increasing
current total harmonic distortion (THD). At present, a large
number of modulation strategies have been proposed to address
the problem, which can be mainly categorized into carried-based
pulsewidth modulation (PWM) methods [14]–[18], space-vector
PWM (SVPWM) techniques [19]–[22], and other modulation
strategies [23]–[27].

Carrier-based PWM is easy to be implemented with low cal-
culation complexity. PSPWM [14] is widely used in multilevel
converters, for its convenience and capability of natural FC volt-
age balance. The FC voltages are regulated by slightly adjusting
the two modulation waves while the dc-link voltage balancing
is achieved by injecting zero-sequence component. PDPWM
[15] has better line voltage harmonic performance. However, the
conduction and switching losses are distributed nonuniformly.
The FC voltage and dc-link voltage are balanced by choosing
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suitable redundant switching states and injecting suitable zero-
sequence voltage respectively. Some improved PSPWM and
hybrid modulation schemes are also proposed in [16]–[18] to
combine the advantages of PSPWM and PDPWM. Compara-
tively, SVPWM has a better performance with high utilization
of dc voltages and flexibility. In [19], an optimized SVPWM
strategy in the virtual coordinate is proposed. All triangles in the
five-level space vector diagram (5L-SVD) are divided into seven
categories which have different characteristics of balancing the
neutral-point (NP) potential. In [20], a novel SVPWM algorithm
based on line voltage coordinate is studied for reducing the
calculations. The voltage balancing of dc-link capacitors and FC
capacitors are realized by choosing suitable switching sequence
and redundant switching states. In [21] and [22], for the aim of
reducing the common-mode voltage, only some of all the 125
basic vectors are chosen, resulting in the current THD increased
slightly and the modulation range decreased. The dc-link and FC
voltages are controlled by selecting redundant switching states
appropriately. The equivalence between carrier-based PWM and
SVPWM has also been investigated in many articles [23]–[25].
Complex SVPWM strategies can be equivalently achieved by
carrier-based PWM with injecting zero-sequence component
[25], [26]. The essential idea is to covert the multilevel converters
into two-level converters, and then use the equivalence between
two-level SVM and carrier-based PWM. Unfortunately, most
of these simplified methods are the special case of equal time
distribution between redundant vectors without considering the
neutral point voltage and FC voltage balancing problem, which
is extremely important for multilevel FC converters like this
topology. 5L-FC rectifiers cannot work normally under these
simplified strategies. Moreover, some unique strategies with
different advantages, such as model predictive control [27],
[28], discontinuous PWM [29], selective harmonic elimination
PWM [30], and hybrid modulation [31] are also proposed one
after another. Essentially, they all achieve the FC and dc-link
voltages balance by adjusting the corresponding capacitor cur-
rents. There is no doubt that the above strategies can effectively
keep the dc-link voltages and FC voltages balanced. However,
the NP current caused by basic voltage vectors cannot be fully
eliminated in a switching period, resulting in low-frequency NP
voltage oscillations.

In order to minimize the low-frequency NP voltage oscilla-
tions, large capacity capacitors [32] or extra balancing circuits
[33] can be adopted, whereas the system cost and bulk are
increased. Solutions based on modulation techniques are more
appropriate. In three-level filed, according to the principle that
the average NP current in a carrier period should be zero,
several modulation methods with unique advantages have been
proposed, including adopting virtual vectors [34], [35], injecting
optimal compensation value to reference signals [36], adjusting
the relative dwell time of basic vectors [37], [38], using double
modulation waves [39], adopting hybrid modulation strategies
[40], etc. They are effective and instructive. Nevertheless, due
to the difference of topological structure, the above strategies
cannot be successfully applied to 5L-FC rectifiers.

Based on the above review, there are few effective modulation
strategies for mitigating the NP voltage oscillations in the 5L-FC

TABLE I
SWITCHING STATES OF 5L-FC RECTIFIER WITH EFFECTS ON NP AND FC

rectifier currently. For addressing this issue, a compensation
component injection method based on a hybrid modulation
combining the advantages of PDPWM and PSPWM is proposed.
Optimal compensation component is injected to make the NP
current equal to zero for minimizing the NP voltage oscillations.

The rest of this article is organized as follows. In Section II,
the operational characteristic of the 5L-FC rectifier is presented.
In Section III, a hybrid modulation and its characteristics are
detailly presented. Then, a compensation component injection
method based on the hybrid modulation is proposed to minimize
the NP voltage oscillations. In Section IV, simulations and
experiments are presented to verify the performance of the
proposed compensation method. Finally, Section V concludes
this article.

II. OPERATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS OF 5L-FC RECTIFIER

As shown in Fig. 1, the topology consists of four switches
and one FC in each phase leg. The rated voltage of both the
upper and lower dc-link capacitor is 0.5Vdc, and three-phase FC
voltages should be regulated at 0.25Vdc. ik and ikn are the phase
current and phase NP current, respectively, where k represents
phases a, b, and c. (Sk1, S′k1) and (Sk2, S′k2) are two pairs of
complementary switch pairs. In addition, ikf and Vkf are the
corresponding FC current and voltage. Their positive directions
are marked by the red arrows in Fig. 1. The NP is referred as the
zero potential.

Each phase leg of the 5L-FC rectifier can produce five voltage
levels with eight distinctive switching states V1∼V8, as given
in Table I. For convenience, the five voltage levels −0.5Vdc,
−0.25Vdc, 0, 0.25Vdc, 0.5Vdc are represented by 0, 1, 2, 3, 4.
Note that, ±0.25Vdc have two redundant switching states (V2

and V3, V6 and V7), which have opposite effects on the FCs and
can be used to regulate the FC voltages. Thus, 1+ and 3+ denote
that the corresponding switching states charge the FC while 1-

and 3- denote that the corresponding switching states discharge
the FC. It is worth emphasizing that 1+ and 3+ also affect the NP
potential, as shown in Table I, which means dynamic FC voltage
regulation will oscillate the NP voltage. This is the inherent
coupling problem between FCs and NP. V4 and V5 have the
same output voltage level and same effect on FC and NP. They
are distinguished by 2+ and 2-.
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Fig. 2. Space vector diagram. (a) 5L space vector diagram. (b) Modified 3L space vector diagram (N3 = 1). (c) Modified 2L space vector diagram (N2 = 1).

Note that the generated terminal voltage of the rectifier is
not only determined by switching states, but also related to the
polarity of the phase current, as given in Table I. Thus, to achieve
unity power factor at the ac source terminals, there are inevitably
current distortions near the zero-crossing points [41]. To solve
the problem, unity power factor operation is considered at the
rectifier input terminals [42], [43]. Since the proportion of the
reactive power required by the filter is small, the power factor
at the ac source is still close to unity. This article adopts the
current-oriented control strategy proposed in [42] to operate the
rectifier.

When the grid is balanced, the input currents ik can be
expressed as ⎧⎨

⎩
ia = Im cos(θ)
ib = Im cos(θ − 2π/3)
ic = Im cos(θ + 2π/3)

(1)

where Im and θ are the amplitude and phase angle of the input
currents, respectively. Thus, three-phase reference signals vk_ref
can be expressed as⎧⎨

⎩
va_ref = m cos(θ)
vb_ref = m cos(θ − 2π/3)
vc_ref = m cos(θ + 2π/3)

(2)

where m is the modulation index which is normalized at 0.5Vdc.
It satisfies 0 < m < 1.15.

The instantaneous NP current is the sum of three-phase cur-
rents flowing across the NP, which can be expressed as

in = iaSa + ibSb + icSc (3)

where Sk satisfies

Sk =

{
1, F = 3+, 2, 1+

0, else.
(4)

Fig. 3. Reference signal waveforms under the simplified SVM method (m =
1). (a) Equivalent reference signals v′k_eq. (b) Modulation wavs mk.

If the average value of the NP current in in a carrier period
can be controlled to zero, the NP voltage oscillations can be
effectively mitigated.

III. PROPOSED HYBRID MODULATION AND COMPENSATION

COMPONENT INJECTION METHOD

A. Traditional Simplified SVM Method

The equivalence between CBPWM and multilevel SVPWM
has been analyzed and proved in many articles [23]–[25]. The
essential idea is to transform the complex n-level SVD into sim-
ple two-level SVDs by sector divisions and vector corrections, as
shown in Fig. 2, and then use the equivalence between two-level
SVM and carrier-based PWM. Detailed implementation pro-
cesses of the simplified SVM method for five-level converters
are shown in Appendix.

Fig. 3 shows the reference signal waveforms under the sim-
plified SVM method. By comparing the equivalent reference
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Fig. 4. Switching sequence when N = 111.

signals v′k_eq with four symmetrical level-shifted triangular
carriers, the seven-segment switching sequence can be obtained,
which is composed of nearest three vectors (NTVs).

For convenience, defining N as the total sector label, it can be
written as

N = 100N5 + 10N3 +N2 (5)

where N5, N3, and N2 are the sector labels of the 5L-SVD,
3L-SVD, and 2L-SVD, shown in Fig. 2, respectively.

For the convenience of the following analysis, the equivalent
reference signals are further folded between 0 and 0.5 with one
triangular carrier, as shown in Fig. 3(b). Define the modula-
tion waves mk representing the folded reference signals. When
N = 111, the generated switching sequence is shown in Fig. 4,
composed of NTVs including 411(300), 400, and 410.

It is worth emphasizing that, the simplified SVM method con-
siderably simplifies the calculation, but only consider the case
of equal time distribution between redundant vectors without
the voltage control capability of FC and NP voltages. Thus, this
simplified method is not suitable for multilevel FC converters
especially 5L-FC rectifiers, resulting in failing to work. For
solving these problems, this article proposes a compensation
component injection method based on a hybrid modulation, as
presented as follows.

B. Proposed Hybrid Modulation

PDPWM is known to have best line voltage harmonic per-
formance, while the conduction and switching losses are not
uniformly distributed [18]. On the contrary, PSPWM has the
ability of natural FC voltage balancing and simple control while
the line voltage harmonic performance is worse [16]. To combine
their advantages, this article proposes a hybrid modulation.

The implementation diagram of the proposed hybrid modu-
lation is shown in Fig. 5. The modified modulation wave m′

k is
half of the original modulation wave mk, which can be expressed
as

m′
k =

1

2
mk (6)

where mk is the modulation waves shown in Fig. 3(b).
The phases of carrier waves Tr1 and Tr2 are shifted by 180°,

identical to PSPWM. Comparing m′
k with Tr1, Tr2, respectively,

switching sequence seqk1 and seqk2 can be obtained. The final
switching sequence seqk is obtained by combining seqk1 and

Fig. 5. Implementation diagram of the hybrid modulation.

seqk2, as shown in Fig. 5. It is regulated that 1 and 3 of seqk1
adopt 1+ and 3+ while those of seqk2 adopt 1- and 3-. In other
words, seqk1 charges FC while seqk2 discharges FC.

Fig. 6 shows the contrast waveforms of the proposed hybrid
modulation and PSPWM with different ranges of modulation
waves. It can be clearly seen that, due to that a pair of redundant
switching states are always used in one carrier period, FC voltage
keeps same at both the starting and ending of the carrier period.
Thus, both two modulation strategies have the ability of natural
FC voltage balancing. Note that, when the modulation wave falls
in the range of (0.5, 1) and (−0.5, 0), as shown in Fig. 6(b) and
(c), the hybrid modulation uses the redundant switching states
twice, which is beneficial for reducing the FC voltage ripple
amplitude (only half of that of PSPWM) while the switching loss
is doubled. In a complete fundamental period, the switching loss
of the proposed hybrid modulation is increased by about 50%
compared with PSPWM under the condition of same carrier
frequency.

Fig. 7 further shows the line voltage waveforms, harmonic
spectra and number of switching transitions in a fundamental
period under three modulation strategies including the proposed
hybrid modulation, PSPWM and PDPWM. They are compared
with the same equivalent switching frequency (fPDPWM =
2fPSPWM = 3fhybrid modulation). To present clearly, the mod-
ulation waves are also not folded. In practical applications, the
modulation waves can be folded to save carriers and reduce
calculations.

It can be clearly seen in Fig. 7(a) that PSPWM synthesizes
the average line voltage Vab by using three nearest levels in
some zones (red circles in Fig 7(a)), reducing the quality of line
voltage (THD = 25.51%). The harmonic components mainly
concentrate near twice the carrier frequency. But since a pair of
switching states with opposite effects on FC voltage is always
used in each carrier period, uniformly distributed conduction and
switching losses and natural FC voltage balancing ability are ob-
tained. PDPWM always synthesizes the average line voltage by
using two nearest levels to obtain optimal harmonic performance
(THD = 17.00%). The main harmonics concentrate around the
carrier frequency and twice the carrier frequency, as shown in
Fig. 7(b). However, it lacks natural FC voltage balancing ability.
Conduction and switching losses are distributed nonuniformly.

The proposed hybrid modulation can be viewed as a combi-
nation of PSPWM and PDPWM. Fig. 7(c) shows the charac-
teristics of the proposed hybrid modulation. It can be clearly
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Fig. 6. Modulation diagram under proposed hybrid modulation (left) and PSPWM (right) with different ranges of modulation waves. (a) 0 < v′k_eq < 0.5.
(b) 0.5 < v′k_eq < 1. (c) −0.5 < v′k_eq < 0. (d) −1< v′k_eq < −0.5.

seen that the hybrid modulation also synthesizes the average
line voltage by using two nearest levels, so it has the same
optimal harmonic characteristic as PDPWM (THD = 17.06%).
The harmonic components are mainly around four times the
carrier frequency, which can be easily filtered out by filters. A
pair of redundant switching states is used in one carrier period,
resulting in the same natural voltage balancing ability for FC as
PSPWM. Meanwhile, the conduction and switching losses are
distributed evenly, which is good for heat sink design.

C. Injecting Optimized Compensation Component for NP
Voltage Oscillations Minimization

Adopting the hybrid modulation, the generated three-phase
switching sequence is shown in Fig. 8 and Fig. 9, which is
redistributed for obtaining natural FC voltage balancing ability
compared with the sequence shown in Fig. 4. The 7-segment
switching sequence becomes 15-segment switching sequence.
For mitigating the NP voltage oscillations, the average NP
current in a carrier period should be zero. Injecting optimal
compensation component can help achieve this aim. The mod-
ulation waves after injecting compensation component m"k are
expressed as

m′′
k = m′

k+mac (7)

where mac is the optimized compensation component to com-
pensate the average NP current.

1) When N = 111∼116, the redundant vectors are 300/411.
According to Table I, only when the output voltage is 3+, 2

and 1+ are there currents flowing across the NP. After injecting
mac, the average NP current in a carrier period in_ave is set to
zero, which is expressed as

in_ave =

k=a,b,c∑
k

(tk3+ + tk2 + tk1+) · ik

= ta3+ia + tb1+ib + tc1+ic=0 (8)

where tk3+, tk2, tk1+ is the dwell time of 3+, 2, 1+ in a carrier
period, respectively. ta3+, tb1+, tc1+ can be expressed as

⎧⎨
⎩

ta3+ = 0.25− 0.5ma

tb1+ = 0.5mb

tc1+ = 0.5mc.
(9)

Combining (8) and (9), mac can be solved as

mac = (Δ1 + 0.25Δ2)/ia (10)

where Δ1 and Δ2 are expressed as
{
Δ1=0.125ia
Δ2 = −maia +mbib +mcic.

(11)

2) For N = 211∼216, the redundant vectors involved in
synthesizing the reference vector are 320/431. in_ave is set to
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Fig. 7. Line voltage waveforms, harmonic spectra and number of switching transitions in a fundamental period under three modulation strategies (carrier
frequency: fPDPWM = 2fPSPWM = 3fhybrid modulation) fundamental frequency: 50 Hz, modulation index: m = 1). (a) PSPWM (1.5 kHz). (b) PDPWM
(3 kHz). (c) Proposed hybrid modulation (1 kHz).

Fig. 8. 15-segment switching sequence when N = 111. Fig. 9. 15-segment switching sequence when N = 211.
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TABLE II
OPTIMAL COMPENSATION COMPONENT IN DIFFERENT SECTORS

zero, which can be written as

in_ave = ta3+ia + (tb2 + tb3+)ib + tc1+ic = 0. (12)

Fig. 9 shows the corresponding switching sequence when N
= 211. The dwell time ta3+, tb2, tb3+, tc1+ can be expressed as{

ta3+=0.25−0.5ma, tb2 = 0.5−mb

tb3+ = 0.5mb, tc1+ = 0.5mc.
(13)

Combining (12) and (13), mac can be solved as

mac = −(Δ1 + 0.25Δ2)/ic (14)

where Δ1 and Δ2 are expressed as{
Δ1= 0.125ia + 0.25ib
Δ2=−maia −mbib +mcic.

(15)

The 5L-SVD can be divided into 36 2L-SVDs, so there are
36 cases in total. They are solved and given in Table II.

It should be noted that the compensation component mac only
makes the average NP current equal to zero for mitigating the
low-frequency NP voltage oscillations in balanced cases. But,
if the initial dc-link voltages are unbalanced, this unbalanced
voltage will be reserved. To effectively solve this problem, dc
compensation component also needs to be injected. It is related
to the voltage error (V2-V1) and can be simply expressed as

mdc =
V2 − V1

Vdc
. (16)

Define mo as the total compensation component. It is ex-
pressed as

mo = mac +mdc. (17)

Fig. 10. Control diagram of the proposed compensation method based on the
hybrid modulation.

Correspondingly, (7) is modified as

m′′
k = m′

k +mo (18)

where m′′
k satisfies 0 < m′′

k < 0.25.

D. Control Diagram of the Proposed Compensation Method

Based on the above analysis, the overall control diagram of the
proposed compensation method based on the hybrid modulation
is presented in Fig. 10. It can be divided into five steps as follows.

1) Equivalent Reference Signals Calculation: Traditional
5L-SVPWM strategies are too complex. For reducing
the calculations, an existing simplified SVM method is
adopted to calculate the equivalent reference signals,
which greatly simplifies the calculations. Detailed process
is shown in the Appendix.

2) NP Voltage Minimization: For minimizing the NP voltage
oscillations, optimal compensation component is simulta-
neously injected to the modulation waves. The complex
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Fig. 11. Simulation waveforms with case 1. (a) Conventional PSPWM. (b) Proposed hybrid modulation.

5L-SVD can be divided into 36 2L-SVDs. Thus, there are
36 cases in total given in Table II.

3) FC Voltage Regulation: The hybrid modulation is es-
sentially a modification of PSPWM. Thus, under ideal
situations, the FC voltages are naturally balanced without
any voltage feedback control. To enhance the voltage
balancing performance, they can be regulated by adjusting
the modulation waves of Sk1, Sk2, similar to PSPWM.
Detailed process is shown in [14].

4) Hybrid Modulation: For combining the same superior
harmonic performance as PDPWM and the same natural
voltage balancing ability as PSPWM, a hybrid modulation
is proposed.

5) Switching States Generation: Comparing the generated
switching sequence seqk with Table I, the switching states
of Sk1 and Sk2 can be obtained to control the rectifier.

IV. SIMULATIONS AND EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS

To verify the performance of the proposed compensation
method based on the hybrid modulation, both simulations and
experiments were carried out to compare with PSPWM. The
parameters of the simulations and experiments are given in
Table III. Two cases are considered as follows.

1) Case 1 (m ≈1): The line voltage Vab(rms) is kept at 150 V.
The total dc voltage is regulated at 250 V with a resistive
load R = 21 Ω.

2) Case 2 (m ≈0.65): The line voltage Vab(rms) is kept at
100 V. The total dc voltage is regulated 250 V with a
resistive load R = 34 Ω.

A. Simulation Results Analysis

Fig. 11 shows the waveforms of modulation waves, phase
currents, line voltage, FC voltages, two dc voltages and average

TABLE III
PARAMETERS OF SIMULATIONS AND EXPERIMENTS

NP current under the conditions of case 1. Three-phase FC volt-
ages are regulated at 62.5 V (0.25Vdc). Conventional PSPWM is
applied in Fig. 11(a) (THDi = 1.2%). This method generates the
average line voltage Vab by using three nearest levels, resulting
in poor line voltage harmonic performance, as described in
Section II-B. Meanwhile, due to the influence of the NP current,
there are obvious low-frequency voltage oscillations at the NP.
The frequency of the average NP current in_ave is three times
the fundamental frequency, and its magnitude in_ripple_mag

reaches 3.9 A, causing the magnitude of NP voltage oscillations
VNP_ripple_mag to reach 2.1 V. Comparatively, Fig. 11(b) adopts
the proposed hybrid modulation. (THDi = 0.8%). The line
voltage Vab behaves as a typical nine-level waveform. Better
harmonic performance is obtained compared with PSPWM.
With injecting compensation component mac, in_ripple_mag is
close to zero, resulting in VNP_ripple_mag approximately equal
to 0 V. Note that, there are still some small intervals where in_ave
is not equal to zero. That is because the solved compensation
component cannot fully compensate the NP current caused by
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Fig. 12. Simulation waveforms under case 2. (a) Conventional PSPWM. (b) Proposed hybrid modulation.

Fig. 13. Simulation waveforms of FC voltage control with the proposed hybrid modulation. (a) Case 1. (b) Case 2.

1+, 2, and 3+ due to the limited range of modulation waves.
Since the proportion of these intervals is very small, they can
be ignored. Simulations strongly verify the effectiveness and
performance of the proposed method.

Fig. 12 shows the comparative waveforms in case 2. Fig. 12(a)
adopts the conventional PSPWM (THDi = 1.4%). in_ripple_mag

is 2.4 A, resulting in VNP_ripple_mag reaching 1.4V. Fig. 12(b)
adopts the proposed hybrid modulation. Better line current qual-
ity is obtained. (THDi = 0.9%). Vab behaves as a seven-level
waveform. in_ripple_mag reaches 1.8 A, smaller than that of
PSPWM. Correspondingly, VNP_ripple_mag is reduced to 1.0V.
Due to the range limitation of modulation waves, there are also
some intervals where in_ave does not equal zero but in_ave is
minimized. Comparing Fig. 11(a) and (b), it can be found that
the NP voltage oscillations mitigation effect of the proposed

compensation method is related to the modulation index. the
higher the modulation index is, the better the mitigation effect
performs.

Fig. 13 further verifies the performance of dynamic FC voltage
regulation with the proposed hybrid modulation in these two
cases. Initially, three-phase FC voltages are regulated at 75, 50
and 50 V, respectively. At 0.05 s, they are set to 62.5 V. It can be
clearly seen that, in the process of voltage control, in_ripple_mag

increases with resulting in VNP_ripple_mag increasing. The in-
jected compensation component cannot fully compensate the
NP current caused by 1+, 2, and 3+, but the average NP current
is minimized. The maximum value of VNP_ripple_mag only
reaches 3.2 and 5.1 V, which is completely acceptable. In steady
state, in_ripple_mag is approximately equal to zero, effectively
minimizing the NP voltage oscillations.



2714 IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON POWER ELECTRONICS, VOL. 37, NO. 3, MARCH 2022

Fig. 14. Experimental waveforms under case 1. (a) Conventional PSPWM method. (b) Proposed hybrid modulation.

Fig. 15. Experimental waveforms under case 2. (a) Conventional PSPWM method. (b) Proposed hybrid modulation.

B. Experimental Results Analysis

To further verify the feasibility and performance of the pro-
posed scheme, experiments were performed in a prototype of
5L-FC rectifier shown in Fig. 17. The experimental parameters
are consistent with the simulation parameters given in Table III.
The control system of the experimental platform adopts digi-
tal signal processing (DSP, TMS320F28337D) and field pro-
grammable gate array (FPGA, 10M16SAE144). DSP is used
for data processing, and pulse distributions are down by FPGA.

Fig. 14 shows the experimental waveforms including line
voltage, phase currents, modulation wave, average NP current,
FC voltage and dc voltages in case 1. Note that, phase A
modulation wave ma and average NP current in_ave are observed
by the digital-to-analog converters of DSP. The ac components
of two dc voltages V1_ac and V2_ac are measured by selecting
ac mode of the oscilloscope. With adopting the current-oriented
control strategy, there are no obvious current distortions near
the zero-crossing points. The conventional PSPWM is applied
in Fig. 14(a)(THDi = 1.5%). It can be clearly seen that, due to

the influence of the average NP current, it exists low- frequency
voltage oscillations at the NP with VNP_ripple_mag reaching
3.6 V. Fig. 14(b) adopts the proposed hybrid modulation. The
line voltage current quality is improved (THDi = 1.2%). Phase
A FC voltage and the dc-link are balanced in steady state.
The line voltage behaves as a typical nine-level waveform,
whose harmonic performance is obviously better than that of
the conventional PSPWM shown in Fig. 14(a). After injecting
mac, in_ave in most intervals are mitigated to zero, which results
in VNP_ripple_mag decreasing to 2.4 V.

Fig. 15 is the corresponding waveforms under the conditions
of case 2. Fig. 15(a) adopts the conventional PSPWM (THDi

= 1.7%). VNP_ripple_mag reaches 3.1 V due to the influence
of the average NP current. Comparatively, the proposed hybrid
modulation is applied in Fig. 15(b). Better current quality is
obtained (THDi = 1.4%). Furthermore, the injection of mac

reduces the rms value and magnitude of in_ave, resulting in
VNP_ripple_mag reduce to 2.7V. Comparing Figs. 14(b) and
15(b), the same conclusion as that of the simulations can be
drawn: the NP voltage oscillations mitigation effect is related
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Fig. 16. Experimental waveforms of dynamic FC voltage regulation under
PSPWM and the proposed hybrid modulation (Vaf: 80 V→62.5 V). PSPWM:
(a) case 1 and (b) case 2. Proposed hybrid modulation: (c) case 1 and (d) case 2.

Fig. 17. Schematic diagram of the experimental platform.

to the modulation index. Experimental results also verify the
effectiveness and performance of the proposed compensation
method based on the hybrid modulation.

Fig. 16 shows the waveforms of dynamic FC voltage regu-
lation in the above two cases. Initially, phase A FC voltage is
regulated at 80 V. And then it is set to 62.5 V. As shown in Fig. 16,
both modulation strategies can easily control FC voltages by
adjusting the relative time of redundant switching states. And
there are no obvious voltage oscillations on the two dc voltages
during the voltage control process.

Fig. 18 shows the current THD comparisons of the proposed
hybrid modulation and PSPWM under different output power
and modulation indexes. It can be clearly observed that the
proposed hybrid modulation produces better current quality (less
THD values) compared with PSPWM, which is consistent with
the pervious theoretical analysis.

Table IV and Fig. 19 further present the efficiency comparison
and the infrared pictures. Under the same carrier frequency, the
switching loss of the proposed hybrid modulation is about 50%

Fig. 18. Current THD comparisons under different output power and modu-
lation indexes. (a) Comparison with different output power (Vab = 150 V(rms),
Vdc = 250 V). (b) Comparison with different modulation index [Vab =
100 V(rms) and Ik = 12 A(rms)].

TABLE IV
COMPARISON OF EFFICIENCY AND TOP TEMPERATURE UNDER TWO

MODULATION SCHEMES

Fig. 19. Infrared pictures under two modulation schemes. (a) Case 1.
(b) Case 2.

higher than that of PSPWM. Hence the efficiency is reduced
a little bit. The top temperatures under the proposed hybrid
modulation are also a little higher than those under PSPWM.
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TABLE V
REFERENCE VOLTAGE CORRECTION OF 3L SVD

v′
c_ref = −v′

a_ref − v′
b_ref .

TABLE VI
REFERENCE VOLTAGE CORRECTION OF 2L SVD

v′′
c_ref = −v′′

a_ref − v′′
b_ref

V. CONCLUSION

To improve the harmonic performance and minimize the NP
voltage oscillations in the 5L-FC rectifiers, this article proposes
a compensation component injection method based on a hybrid
modulation. The hybrid modulation is essentially a combination
of PSPWM and PDPWM, hence the advantages of both them
are inherited, such as optimal harmonic performance, natural FC
voltage balancing ability, even conduction and switching losses,
etc. And after injecting optimal compensation component within
each subsector of the SVD, the NP current in a carrier period is
minimized, which considerably mitigates the NP voltage oscil-
lations. The mitigation effect is related to the modulation index.
The higher the modulation index is, the better the mitigation
effect performs.

APPENDIX

This appendix shows the implementation steps of the sim-
plified 5L-SVM method. The 5L-SVD can be thought to be
composed of six 3L-SVDs, as shown in Fig. 2. Correspondingly,
the modified reference voltage vector vref is equal to the original
reference voltage vector v′ref minus the center voltage vector
of the selected 3L-SVD (red dots in Fig. 2(a)), as shown in
Table V. In the same way, the 3L-SVD can be further divided
into six 2L-SVDs. The remodified reference voltage vector v"ref
is equal to v′ref minus the center voltage vector of the selected
2L-SVD [red dots in Fig. 2(b)], as given in Table VI. Through
the above two steps, the complex 5L-SVD is transformed into
simple 2L-SVD.

The 2L-SVPWM can be equivalently achieved by carrier-
based PWM with injecting zero-sequence component v0. It is
expressed as

vo = −vmax + vmin

2
(19)

where vmax and vmin are defined as{
vmax = max{v′′a_ref , v

′′
b_ref , v

′′
c_ref}

vmin = min{v′′a_ref , v
′′
b_ref , v

′′
c_ref}. (20)

Thus, the final modulation wave mk is expressed as

mk=v′′k_ref + vo + 0.25. (21)

Fig. 3(b) shows the corresponding waveform of mk.
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