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Abstract—This article aims to realize an isolated dc–dc converter
with high power density, high power efficiency, and low noise per-
formance. Although a dual-active-half-bridge (DAHB) converter
can achieve high efficiency, it requires input and output low-pass
filters to suppress the operational ripple current and switching
noise. Owing to the volume of the filters, a DAHB converter cannot
be implemented with high power density. This article presents a
design theory for a novel isolated bidirectional dc–dc converter with
built-in filters. The proposed converter is derived from a DAHB
converter and can eliminate the input and output filters via split
windings and tank capacitors; the principle of elimination is based
on LC low-pass filter function and zero-ripple-current operation.
As the number of transistors, capacitors, and magnetic cores of the
proposed converter are equal to those of the DAHB converter, the
application of the proposed converter allows volume reduction by
eliminating the filter components at the input and output ports.
Theoretical equations are derived to design a power flow control
function and a filter function simultaneously. Finally, prototypes of
a DAHB converter and the proposed converter are constructed for
comparison. The results demonstrate that the input port noise of
the proposed prototype is lower than that of the DAHB prototype by
10 dB (peak) over 1 MHz, and the proposed approach can achieve
a significant improvement in efficiency.

Index Terms—Built-in filter, Ćuk converter, dual-active-bridge
converter, integrated magnetic component, split windings, zero-
voltage switching (ZVS).

I. INTRODUCTION

IN RECENT times, the density of power sources such as NiH
and Li-ion batteries has evidently increased [1], [2]. Conse-

quently, electric automotive systems are rapidly emerging [3],
[4]. For example, electric propulsion systems [5]–[7], isolated
dc–dc converters for 12-V subsystems [8]–[10], and ac–dc con-
verters for charging systems [11]–[14] have been introduced
in automotive systems. A converter is required to connect the
different voltage lines in a system. Hence, the number of con-
verters in automotive systems is increasing. Moreover, the power
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rating per converter is also increasing with the required power of
each electric component. Consequently, the system noise, size,
and heat consumption have also increased considerably over
the years. Therefore, this study aims to develop a high-power-
density isolated dc–dc converter with high efficiency and low
noise performance.

Although several investigations have been conducted on
achieving high power density, low noise, and high efficiency
for isolated dc–dc converters, a definitive converter has not yet
been proposed. A dual-active-half-bridge (DAHB) converter is a
half-bridge-type dual-active-bridge converter that is well known
as an isolated dc–dc converter for achieving high efficiency. It
has a symmetric structure with phase-shift control, and it can
control the isolated bidirectional power flow and zero-voltage
switching (ZVS) operations for all power switches [15]–[17].
Although the DAHB converter can achieve high efficiency, it
requires low-pass filters at the input and output ports to re-
duce current ripple and harmonics. Thus, the overall size of
the converter is increased by the presence of these filters. For
example, the CISPR-25 standard defines strict limits for electro-
magnetic interference performance for converters in automotive
systems [18].

To achieve high power density, low noise, and high efficiency
simultaneously, several topologies have been proposed, which
attempted to reduce or eliminate the filter components, such as
interleaved converter [19]–[29], multilevel converter [30]–[32],
symmetrical push–pull converter [33]–[35], and isolated Ćuk
converter [36]–[38]. Both the interleaved and multilevel con-
verters can reduce the ac components of the output current at
the expense of increasing the circuit complexity; however, the
input and output currents still have ripple components. Although
the symmetrical push–pull converter can achieve zero-ripple
input current, the voltage waveforms exhibit ringing during
the dead-time period owing to the leakage inductance energy;
hence, a filter component is still required at the input port of this
converter. An isolated Ćuk converter with an integrated magnetic
component can achieve zero-ripple input and output currents as
well as control bidirectional power flows. However, it has to
be operated in the hard-switching condition, which causes a
reduction in efficiency. Moreover, it is difficult to implement
unbalanced leakage inductances in an integrated magnetic com-
ponent.

A novel isolated bidirectional dc–dc converter with built-in
filters has been proposed in [39]. A simple circuit implementa-
tion and zero-ripple input and output currents can be achieved
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Fig. 1. Circuit diagrams of (a) the DAHB converter with input and output LC low-pass filters and (b) the proposed converter with built-in filters.

in ZVS operation using the proposed converter. Furthermore,
the proposed converter has the potential to achieve compact and
high-efficiency dc–dc conversion by eliminating the input and
output filters owing to the zero-ripple operation andLC low-pass
filter function.

This article presents a design theory for the proposed con-
verter using the simulation results of the leakage inductance
and the loss of the magnetic components of the proposed con-
verter obtained via a three-dimensional model. Furthermore,
experimental results with regard to the noise and efficiency
of the proposed converter, obtained from prototypes, are also
presented. Moreover, as an extension of the proposed topology, a
full-bridge-type dc–dc converter with built-in filters is elucidated
in the final part of this article.

II. PROPOSED CONVERTER WITH BUILT-IN FILTERS

Fig. 1 shows the circuit diagrams of a conventional DAHB
converter with filters and the proposed converter. Fig. 1(a)
shows the DAHB converter. To clarify the difference between
the DAHB converter and the proposed converter, the DAHB
converter is represented using split windings. Fig. 1(b) shows the
proposed converter. The numbers of transistors and capacitors
used in the proposed converter and the required breakdown
voltages of these transistors and capacitors are the same as those
of the DAHB converter.

The proposed converter is based on two principles for elimi-
nating the input and output filter components. The first principle
concerns the LC low-pass filter function. The proposed con-
verter can add an LC low-pass filter function using the leakage
inductance between the split windings. Fig. 2 shows the leakage
magnetic fields of the proposed converter for the operational
current and harmonic switching current flows. In Fig. 2, the
leakage magnetic coefficient between Lm and Ln is represented
as km,n (m, n: natural number) and defined using kPP, kSS, and
kPS as follows:

k12 ≡ kPP (1)

k34 ≡ kSS (2)

k13 = k14 = k23 = k24 ≡ kPS. (3)

Fig. 2(a) shows the leakage magnetic field induced by the
operational currents of the dc–dc converter function. The solid
line shows an ac component of the operational current. The dot

Fig. 2. Magnetic leakage fields against (a) operational current and (b) har-
monics current caused by switching.

line shows a magnetic field produced by the ac component of
the operational current. Because the magnetic field is generated
between the primary windings and the secondary windings, the
leakage magnetic inductance generated by the magnetic field
can be used for the dc–dc function as with the conventional
DAHB converter. The leakage inductance can be designed us-
ing the coupling coefficient kPS between the primary-side and
secondary-side windings. Fig. 2(b) shows the leakage magnetic
field induced by the switching noise. The solid line shows the
switching noise and current. The dot line shows the magnetic
field produced by the switching noise and current. The magnetic
field is induced in an area between two primary windings.
The leakage magnetic inductance generated by this magnetic
field can be used for the inductances of the LC low-pass filter
function. The leakage inductance can be designed using the
coefficient kPP between the two primary windings. Moreover,
the series-connected capacitors, C1 and C2, can be used as the
capacitors of the LC low-pass function.

The second principle is the zero-current-ripple operation.
Fig. 3 shows the theoretical waveforms of the DAHB converter
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Fig. 3. Ideal waveforms of (a) the DAHB converter with input and output LC low-pass filters and (b) the proposed converter with built-in filters.

and the proposed converter. To derive the ideal waveforms, the
following restrictions are assumed:

1) all the transistors are ideal switches;
2) the dead time is ignored;
3) the parasitic components are ignored.
Fig. 3(a) depicts the theoretical waveforms of the DAHB

converter. A ripple current iCin flows into the input port capacitor
Cin. The power flow can be controlled by the phase difference
φ between the primary-side transistors and the secondary-side
transistors. Fig. 3(b) depicts the theoretical waveforms of the
proposed converter. The control strategy for the bidirectional
power flow is the same as that of the DAHB converter. The
proposed converter has dc power flow from input power source to
the tank capacitorCin,tank, and from the tank capacitorCout,tank

to output load, respectively. Thus, the currents in winding iL1,
iL2, iL3, and iL4 have dc components. The input current iin
and output current iout are zero-ripple currents, as the positions
of the input and output capacitors for mitigation of the current
ripple are moved to the insides of the converter, as indicated by
tank capacitors Cin,tank and Cout,tank, respectively.

As the positive half-cycle is symmetrical to the negative half-
cycle in the proposed topology, the description of the proposed
circuit operation will focus only on the positive half-cycle.
Under steady-state operation, the proposed converter has three
operation stages within the half-cycle as follows.

Subinterval 1 (0 ≤ t < t1): Transistors S1 and S4 are in the
ON-state, and the primary currents iL1 and iL2 increase. Mag-
netic energy is charged in the leakage inductanceLeq between
the primary-side windings (L1, L2) and the secondary-side
windings (L3, L4).

Subinterval 2 (t1 ≤ t < t2): The primary currents iL1 and iL2
exceed the input port current iin and negative value of input
port current−iin, respectively. The secondary currents iL3 and

iL4 are below the output port current iout and its negative value
−iout, respectively. As the currents through the transistors on
the primary and secondary sides are represented as iL1 + iL2
and iL3 + iL4, respectively, the directions of the currents in
the transistors also change from this subinterval.

Subinterval 3 (t2 ≤ t < π/ω): Transistors S1 and S3 are in the
ON-state. According to the constant current function of the
charged magnetic energy in the leakage inductance Leq, the
currents in the windings flow fromVin toVout, and the electric
power is delivered from the input port to the output port.

As shown in Fig. 3(b), the proposed converter can achieve
zero-ripple operation without input and output filters. In subin-
tervals 1 and 2, the DAHB converter charges the current from
the input capacitor Cin to a leakage inductance between the
primary windings and the secondary windings. The charged
current causes current ripples in the input and output ports. As
for the proposed converter, the charged current is supplied from
a tank capacitor Cin,tank. As a result, the proposed converter
does not have input or output current ripples. Based on the LC
low-pass filter function and the zero-current-ripple operation,
the proposed converter can help eliminate the input and output
filter components.

III. ANALYSIS AND DESIGN OF THE PROPOSED CONVERTER

Analysis and design were first considered in constructing the
proposed converter.

A. Theoretical Equation of Power Flow

The theoretical equation for the delivered power against the
phase difference φ is derived to design the proposed converter.
The theoretical equation of power flow for the DAHB converter
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Fig. 4. Primary-side circuits with parasitic components when the upper-side transistor is turned ON. (a) DAHB converter. (b) Proposed converter.

is written as follows:

Pout,DAHB =
NVinVout

4πωLeq,DAHB
φ(π − |φ|) (−π ≤ φ ≤ π) (4)

where Leq,DAHB is the total leakage inductance of the trans-
former in the DAHB converter, expressed as follows:

Leq,DAHB = 2(L′
P + k′PPL

′
P +N2 L′

S +N2 k′SSL
′
S)

− 8Nk′PS

√
L′
PL

′
S (5)

where L′
P and L′

S are defined as follows:

L′
1 = L′

2 ≡ L′
P (6)

L′
3 = L′

4 ≡ L′
S. (7)

Similarly, the output power Pout of the proposed converter can
be written as follows:

Pout =
NVinVout

πωLeq
φ(π − |φ|) (−π ≤ φ ≤ π) (8)

where Leq is the total leakage inductance of the transformer in
the proposed converter, expressed as

Leq = 2(LP + kPPLP +N2LS +N2kSSLSS)

− 8NkPS

√
LPLS (9)

where LP and LS are defined as follows:

L1 = L2 ≡ LP (10)

L3 = L4 ≡ LS. (11)

Equations (5) and (9) demonstrate that the proposed converter
has the same leakage inductance as the DAHB converter. Mean-
while, (4) and (8) indicate that the proposed converter can control
a power range four times larger than that of the DAHB with the
same configuration for the transformer windings and the core.

B. LC Low-Pass Filter Function for Switching Noise

Fig. 4 presents the primary-side circuit diagrams of the DAHB
and proposed converters with parasitic components [40]–[42],
when the upper-side transistor is switched ON from the dead time
interval.Ca andCb are the total capacitances between the power
lines, and the heat sinks are connected to the casing ground via

insulator. When the upper-side transistor is switched ON, Ca

has a sufficiently larger capacitance value than Cb. When the
lower-side transistor is switched ON, Cb has a sufficiently larger
capacitance value than Ca [42]. La and Lb are the parasitic
inductances of the power lines. The capacitance between the
drain and source of the lower-side transistor is represented
as COSS. Fig. 4(a) depicts the circuit diagram of the DAHB
converter. When the upper-side transistor of the DAHB converter
is turned ON, the drain–source voltage vDS1 of S1 changes from
Vin to 0, and it can be expressed as follows:

vDS1(t) = −kvt (t > 0) (12)

where kv is the amount of change in the drain–source voltage
defined by the physical characteristics of the transistor and the
gate resistance. As vDS1 changes like a ramp function, vDS2

vibrates, and the voltage vdiff(= vDS1 + vDS2) becomes a noise
source. Fig. 4(b) shows the circuit diagram of the proposed
converter. The noise source construction is the same as that in
the DAHB converter.

Fig. 5 illustrates the differential-mode equivalent circuits
of the DAHB converter [42] and the proposed converter. The
parasitic components La, Lb, Ca, and Cb are approximated
to zero. The input port capacitor Cin, tank capacitor Cin,tank,
and common-mode-noise capacitors CF1 and CF2 are avoided
because their influences on the differential-mode current (ia −
ib)/2 are small. Fig. 5(a) shows the equivalent circuit of the
DAHB converter for the differential mode. The noise source is
directly connected to the input port. Fig. 5(b) displays the equiva-
lent circuit of the proposed converter for the differential mode. In
contrast to the DAHB converter, the proposed converter inserts
leakage inductances (1− k12)L1 + (1− k12)L2 between the
noise source voltage vdiff and the port voltage vdiff,out. There-
fore, the proposed converter can filter the differential-mode
current generated from the noise source voltage vdiff by using
the LC low-pass filter comprising (1− k12)L1, (1− k12)L2,
C1, and C2.

Fig. 6 presents the common-mode equivalent circuits of the
DAHB [42] and proposed converters over an operational switch-
ing frequency. The common-mode equivalent circuits are driven
by assuming that the impedances of Cin, Cin,tank, C1, and C2

are regarded as short circuits because these components are
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Fig. 5. Equivalent circuit for the differential-mode current of each topology. (a) DAHB converter. (b) Proposed converter.

Fig. 6. Equivalent circuit for the common-mode current of each topology. (a) DAHB converter. (b) Proposed converter.

Fig. 7. Conversion from the differential-mode-noise voltage source vdiff to
the common-mode-noise voltage sources vcom1 and vcom2.

sufficiently small compared to Ca, Cb, CF1, and CF2 over the
operational switching frequency.

Fig. 7 presents a bridge circuit comprising La, Lb, Ca, and
Cb. The bridge circuit has common-mode-noise voltage sources
vcom1 andvcom2.vcom1 is caused by the series-connected voltage
vibration of vDS1 andCa or vDS2 andCb. Hence, vcom1 increases
as the values of Ca and Cb increase. vcom2 can be regarded as
the output voltage of the bridge circuit, and vdiff is regarded
as the input voltage. Therefore, vcom2 is considerably affected
by the imbalance of La, Lb, Ca, and Cb.

Fig. 6(a) shows an equivalent circuit of the DAHB converter
for the common mode. A self-inductance (1 + k12)L

′
1 is con-

nected between vcom1 and the input port. Fig. 6(b) depicts an
equivalent circuit of the proposed converter for the common
mode. Compared with the DAHB converter, the proposed con-
verter has a self-inductance (1 + k12)L1 between vcom2 and
vcom,out, at the expense of removing the inductance between
vcom1 andvcom,out. Accordingly, if unbalancedness of the bridge
impedance is high, the common-mode noise vcom,out is smaller
than that of the DAHB converter, because vcom2 is suppressed by
the inserted inductance (1 + k12)L1. The proposed converter is
affected by a common-mode noise greater than that in the DAHB
converter, if the bridge circuit composed of parasitic components
La, Lb, Ca, and Cb is well balanced, and vcom2 is smaller than
vcom1. As the capacitance values of Ca and Cb are significantly
different, as described above, the bridge circuit is well balanced
in very few cases [42].

C. Theoretical Equations of Filter Functions

The theoretical equations of the filter functions in the pro-
posed converter for each current mode are written as follows.

1) Differential Mode: The transfer function vdiff,out/vdiff of
the differential filter function is written as follows:

vdiff,out

vdiff
=

1
LdiffCdiff

s2 + Rdiff

Ldiff
s+ 1

LdiffCdiff

(13)

where Ldiff and Cdiff are defined as

Ldiff = (1− k12)L1 + (1− k12)L2 (14)

Cdiff =
C1C2

C1 + C2
. (15)

Rdiff is defined as follows when the series of resistances L1 and
L2 are assumed as R1 and R2, respectively:

Rdiff = R1 +R2. (16)

The cutoff frequency of the differential-mode filter function is
obtained as follows when the resistance of Rdiff is considerably
smaller than the absolute values of the impedances of Ldiff and
Cdiff :

fdiff =
1

2π
√
LdiffCdiff

. (17)

2) Common Mode: The transfer function vcom,out/vcom2 is
written as follows:

vcom,out

vcom2
=

1
LcomCcom

s2 + Rcom

Lcom
s+ 1

LcomCcom

(18)

where Lcom, Ccom, and Rcom are

Lcom = (1 + kPP)LP (19)

Ccom =
CF1 + CF2

2
(20)

Rcom =
R1 +R2

2
. (21)
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Fig. 8. Example of primary voltage and current waveforms.

The cutoff frequency of the common-mode filter function is
derived as follows when the resistance Rcom is considerably
smaller than the absolute values of the impedances of Lcom and
Ccom:

fcom =
1

2π
√
LcomCcom

. (22)

D. ZVS Analysis

In this section, ZVS region when transistors are turned ON is
investigated. Although the proposed converter has dc bias in the
transformer windings, the sum of the currents in the transistors
on the same side has no dc bias because the transistor currents
are the sum of the two currents in the windings on the same side.
Hence, for analysis of the ZVS region, the input current i(φ, t)
is defined as i(φ, t) = iL1(φ, t) + iL2(φ, t). In each subinterval,
the input current i(φ, t) is depicted as shown in Fig. 8, and it is
written as follows:

i(φ, t) = − IP2+
Vin+NVout

Leq
t,

(
0 ≤ t <

φ

ω

)
(23)

i(φ, t) = IP1+
Vin−NVout

Leq
t,

(
φ

ω
≤ t <

π

ω

)
(24)

i(φ, t) = IP2− Vin+NVout

Leq
t,

(
π

ω
≤ t <

π + φ

ω

)
(25)

i(φ, t) = − IP1− Vin−NVout

Leq
t,

(
π + φ

ω
≤ t <

2π

ω

)
(26)

where IP1 and IP2 are defined as the currents at t = φ/ω and
t = π/ω, respectively.

If IP1 is positive, the output-side transistors S3 and S4 achieve
ZVS. Similarly, if IP2 is positive, the input-side transistors S1
and S2 achieve ZVS. Hence, the ZVS requirements can be
written as follows:

IP1 =
(φ− π)Vin + 2φNVout

2ωLeq
> 0 (27)

IP2 =
(π − φ)Vin − 2(π − 2φ)NVout

2ωLeq
> 0. (28)

By rearranging (27) and (28), the ZVS boundaries are repre-
sented as follows:

φ =
π

2

(
1− NVout

Vin

)
(29)

Fig. 9. ZVS region of the proposed converter.

Fig. 10. Cross section of three-dimensional magnetic component model for
FEM simulation.

φ =
π

2

(
1− Vin

NVout

)
. (30)

When N = 1.0 and Vout/Vin < 1.0, the ZVS boundary is
expressed by (29), and when N = 1.0 and Vout/Vin ≥ 1.0, the
ZVS boundary is expressed by (30).

Fig. 9 shows the ZVS regions when the winding ratio N is
changed in three patterns. As the ZVS boundary equation is
changed according to the voltage ratio Vout/Vin, the regions are
divided into three areas as follows.

A) The input-side transistors S1 and S2 are operated in the
hard-switching mode, and the output-side transistors S3
and S4 are operated in the ZVS mode.

B) All the transistors can achieve ZVS.
C) The input-side transistors S1 and S2 are operated in the

ZVS mode, and the output-side transistors S3 and S4 are
operated in the hard-switching mode.

The result of the ZVS region analysis shows that the ideal
ZVS region of the proposed converter shown in Fig. 9 becomes
exactly the same as that of the DAHB converter [15]–[17].

E. Design Independence Between kPP and kPS

The proposed converter uses two leakage inductances for the
dc–dc function and LC low-pass filter function. This section
discusses the design independence between the two leakage in-
ductances. Fig. 10 shows a cross section of the three-dimensional
magnetic component model developed for the finite-element
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Fig. 11. Simulation result of the relationship between kPS, kPP, and dPS

when dPP is fixed at 8.0 mm.

Fig. 12. Simulation result of the relationship between kPS, kPP, and dPP

when dPS is fixed at 0.5 mm.

method (FEM) simulation. The parameters of the core shape
are set as those of PC95PQ60/40 (TDK). The turn number of
each of the windings is set to 4. The windings located outside
are primary windings, whereas the windings located at the center
are secondary windings. kPS is calculated as the mean value of
k13, k14, k23, and k24.

Fig. 11 shows a simulation result of the relationship between
kPS, kPP, and dPS when dPP is fixed at 8.0 mm. In this situation,
only kPS is decreased linearly by increasing the distance dPS.

Fig. 12 shows a simulation result of the relationship between
kPS, kPP, and dPP when dPS is fixed at 0.5 mm. In this situation,
only kPP can be decreased linearly by increasing the distance
dPP.

The aforementioned results indicate that kPS and kPP can be
designed with dPS and dPP, independently. Hence, by varying
the distance dPS between the primary windings and the sec-
ondary windings, the magnetic coefficient kPS can be varied
to design the dc–dc function. By changing the distance dPP

between two primary windings, the magnetic coefficient kPP

can be varied to design the LC low-pass filter function.

TABLE I
SIMULATION PARAMETERS OF THE DAHB CONVERTER AND THE PROPOSED

CONVERTER INCLUDING THE PARASITIC COMPONENTS

F. Theoretical Equations of Maximum Magnetic Density

The magnetic flux density of the DAHB converter,
B0−P,DAHB, and that of the proposed converter, B0−P, are
written as follows:

B0−P,DAHB =
πVin

8ω(NL1′ +NL2′)A
(31)

B0−P =
πVin

4ω(NL1 +NL2)A
(32)

where NL1′ , NL2′ , NL1, and NL2 are the numbers of turns of L′
1,

L′
2, L1, and L2, respectively, and A is the effective cross section

of the magnetic core. As the directions of the split windings of
the proposed converter are inverted between L1 and L2, the dc
magnetic fluxes caused by the dc are canceled. Therefore, the
core gap is not required, and the design method for the magnetic
core of the DAHB converter can be applied to the proposed
converter.

G. Simulation Analysis of Noise Characteristics

The validity of the differential-mode and common-mode filter
functions is discussed using a circuit simulator (LTspice). Table I
summarizes the simulation parameters, including the parasitic
components. Based on [42], Ca and Cb are set to 150 and 1 pF,
respectively. To convert the measured current value to the power
value, the conversion factor from current to voltage is set as 1,
and the input impedance is set as 50 Ω.

Fig. 13 shows the simulation results of the differential-mode
noise at 500 W. idiff,DAHB and idiff are the differential-mode
currents defined as follows:

idiff,DAHB = (ia,DAHB − ib,DAHB)/2 (33)

idiff = (ia − ib)/2. (34)
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Fig. 13. Simulation result of differential-mode noise spectrum.

Fig. 14. Simulation result of common-mode noise spectrum.

Since the proposed converter has theLC low-pass filter function
and the zero-current-ripple feature, differential noise of the
proposed converter is almost zero in the ideal situation. On
the frequency band over 1 MHz, the peak amplitude of the
differential-mode current is suppressed by 58.5 dB. If the cou-
pling coefficient k12 is higher, the benefit of the noise reduction
is decreased. Unbalancedness of capacitorsC1 andC2 orL1 and
L2 also causes the reduction in the benefit.

Fig. 14 shows the simulation results of the common-mode
noise at 500 W. icom,DAHB and icom are the common-mode
currents, which are defined as follows:

icom,DAHB = (ia,DAHB + ib,DAHB)/2 (35)

icom = (ia + ib)/2. (36)

At approximately 45 MHz, there are peaks of noises that are
caused by the vibrations of the drain–source voltage of transis-
tors, defined by Trise and Tfall. The simulation result demon-
strates that, compared with the DAHB converter, the proposed
converter can suppress the common-mode noise by 13 dB at the
peak amplitude.

H. Simulation Analysis of Loss Distribution of Magnetic
Components

To compare the power loss distribution of the magnetic
components of the DAHB converter with that of the proposed

Fig. 15. Calculated distribution of the power losses of magnetic components
at Vin = Vout = 48 V and Pout = 500 W.

converter, a three-dimensional FEM simulation was conducted.
The maximum magnetic fluxes of the DAHB and the proposed
converters were designed based on (31) and (32). The numbers
of turns of L′

1, L′
2, L′

3, and L′
4 were set to 2, and those of L1,

L2, L3, and L4 were set to 4. For a simple comparison, the same
four layer magnetic structure as the one shown in Fig. 10 is used
for the DAHB converter and the proposed converter. Serially
connected windings L′

1 and L′
2 for the DAHB are constructed

by parallelly connecting windings L1 and L2. In the same
way, serially connected windings L′

3 and L′
4 are constructed

by parallelly connecting windings L3 and L4. In this condition,
the total winding volume, magnetic core volume, and maximum
magnetic flux density are equal for the two converters. dPS and
dPP are set to 2.0 and 8.0 mm, respectively. As additional input
and output filters for the DAHB converter, a 1.2-μH inductor and
a 0.6-μH inductor are assumed, respectively. The cross section of
the windings in the filters is designed such that the dc resistances
of the windings in the filters and those in the transformer of the
converter are the same.

Fig. 15 shows the calculated distribution of the power losses
of the magnetic components at Vin = Vout = 48 V and Pout =
Pout,DAHB =500 W. As we input currents to calculate the loss of
the filters for the DAHB converter and the transformer windings
in the proposed converter, an ac including a dc component was
used. Because the current ripple in the filters is quite small, core
loss of the filters cannot be seen in Fig. 15. Moreover, ac and
dc conduction losses of the transformer winding in the proposed
converter were calculated as a transformer copper loss.

The simulation result shows that the total power loss of the
transformer for the proposed converter is almost the same as
that of the transformer for the DAHB converter with additional
filters. As the maximum magnetic flux and the magnetic core size
are designed to be the same, core loss of the proposed converter
attains the same value as that of the DAHB converter. Owing to
the dc flowing in the windings, transformer copper loss of the
proposed converter is higher than that of the DAHB converter.
However, because the dc in the filters in the DAHB converter
causes additional copper loss, the DAHB with the filters also has
almost the same total copper loss.
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Fig. 16. Overview of the proposed converter prototype.

IV. EXPERIMENTAL SYSTEM

To verify the operational principle of the proposed converter
and compare it with the DAHB converter, prototypes of the pro-
posed converter and DAHB converter were constructed, which
are shown in Fig. 16. To design the leakage inductance precisely,
windings are constructed from printed circuit boards (PCBs).

The circuit diagram of the experimental setup is shown in
Fig. 17. The electric voltage sources and electric loads are
connected to the input ports and output ports of both converters,
respectively. The switching frequency is 200 kHz, and the input
voltage Vin and output voltage Vout are set to 48 V. The winding
ratios of the transformers are set to 1:1.

The designs of the maximum magnetic flux and the number
of turns are the same as that of the simulation model used in
the previous section. For fair comparison between the DAHB
converter and the proposed converter, both the converters use an
equal number of PCB windings (four turns; copper thickness:
175 μm). The DAHB converter uses two boards in parallel for
L′
1, L′

2, L′
3, and L′

4. The proposed converter uses one board for
L1, L2, L3, and L4. In this condition, the total winding volume,
magnetic core volume, and maximum magnetic flux density are
equal for the two converters.

Table II summarizes the parameters of the electrical com-
ponents in the DAHB converter and the proposed converter.
To compare the current ripples under the same conditions, the
same capacitance values are implemented in each part of the two
converters, as summarized in Table II. The current ripple was
measured using a spectrum analyzer (Keysight N9030 A). The
number of points was set to 3000, and the measured frequency
band was from 10 kHz to 30 MHz. The resolution bandwidth
was set to 51 kHz and the video bandwidth was set to 150 kHz.

V. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS

Fig. 18 shows the operational waveforms of the DAHB con-
verter and the proposed converter when the output power is
500 W. vL1, vL2, vP, and vS show the transformer voltage of
the proposed converter and the DAHB converter. Phase shifts in
the proposed converter and the DAHB converter were similar
when the output power was set to 500 W. iL1 and iP show
the transformer currents. The leakage inductance Leq calculated
from the transformer current is 1.21 μH, which corresponds to
the value estimated using an LCR meter (1.14 μH). idiff and
idiff,DAHB show the input currents of the proposed converter

TABLE II
BASIC PARAMETERS OF THE DAHB CONVERTER AND

THE PROPOSED CONVERTER

and the DAHB converter in the differential mode, respectively.
The input current of the proposed converter was found to be
smoother than that of the DAHB converter because of the
zero-current-ripple operation.

Fig. 19 presents the spectrum analysis result for the
differential-mode currents for an output power of 500 W. As
a common-mode environment, including parasitic components,
could not be constructed in the prototype, only differential-mode
current was measured. The peak input current amplitude of the
proposed converter is smaller than that of the DAHB converter
(by 10 dB) for the frequency band over 1 MHz. As a whole,
the proposed circuit can reduce noise as well as the simulation
results; however, there are a few components where noise is
deteriorated at certain frequency bands due to an imbalance
between a magnetic element and a parasitic component. In the
low-frequency band, 0.1–1 MHz, the noise of the proposed
converter increases in the odd order and decreases in the even
order. This means that the noise of the proposed converter is
closer to a rectangular waveform than the noise of the DAHB
converter. The rectangular wave current is generated owing to
the imbalance of the circuit pattern and the impedance of the
magnetic element. If the prototype is designed with attention to
symmetry, the rectangular waveform will be a component that
does not originally occur, as shown in the ideal waveforms (see
Fig. 3). In the high-frequency band, 3–30 MHz, there are some
portions where the noise of the proposed circuit is deteriorated
owing to series resonance between an external circuit, a wind-
ing capacitance, or a filter capacitor and owing to the leakage
inductances of a transformer.

Fig. 20 shows the measured and estimated efficiency curves of
the proposed converter and the two types of DAHB converters.
The larger DAHB converter is designed using a transformer core
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Fig. 17. Circuit diagram of the experimental setup of (a) the DAHB converter without filters and (b) the proposed converter with built-in filters.

Fig. 18. Experimental waveforms of the DAHB converter and the proposed
converter.

Fig. 19. Spectrum of the input current in the differential mode.

Fig. 20. Experimental results and estimated values of efficiency.

of the same size as that of the proposed prototype. Owing to
the filter components, its overall size is larger than that of the
proposed prototype by 50 cc. The assumed filters comprise two
differential-mode filters (self-inductance: 1.2 and 0.6 μH) and
two capacitors (50 and 50 μF). The total size of the downsized
DAHB converter is reduced by narrowing the widths of the
transformer windings and core window.

The circle and triangle marks indicate the measured effi-
ciencies of the proposed converter and the DAHB converter,
including the filter conduction loss, respectively. The efficiency
curves of the proposed topology and the bigger DAHB with
filters become almost the same in the entire power range. As has
been shown in Fig. 15 that the losses of the magnetic components
of the proposed converter are the same as those of DAHB with
filters, the losses of the transistors in the proposed converter can
be estimated to be the same as those in the DAHB. Therefore, the
ZVS operation of the proposed converter is estimated to be per-
formed at this operation point (Vin = Vout = 48 V) because the
DAHB is operated in ZVS operation in this condition [15]–[17].



INOUE et al.: DESIGN OF ISOLATED BIDIRECTIONAL DC–DC CONVERTER WITH BUILT-IN FILTERS FOR HIGH POWER DENSITY 749

Fig. 21. Full-bridge-type dc–dc converter with built-in filters.

The square marks indicate the efficiencies of the downsized
DAHB converter calculated based on its measured efficiencies.
For the downsized effect of the transformer to reflect in the down-
sized DAHB converter, conduction loss caused by an additional
ac resistance (65 mΩ) is added to the measured efficiencies of
the DAHB converter.

At 500-W output power, the efficiency of the proposed proto-
type is higher than that of the downsized DAHB converter by 2%
because the proposed converter integrates the filter components,
and it can offer a wider width of windings compared with
the downsized DAHB. Therefore, if the proposed converter is
designed to be the same size as the DAHB converter, includ-
ing the filter size, it will exhibit higher efficiency because the
transformer size can be increased compared with the DAHB
converter. In other words, compared with the DAHB converter,
the proposed converter can improve power density or efficiency
depending on the design.

VI. DISCUSSION

In this section, a full-bridge type of the proposed converter is
derived as an extension of the half-bridge-type dc–dc converter
with built-in filters. Fig. 21 shows the full-bridge-type dc–dc
converter with built-in filters. This topology has been derived
from an analogy between the dual-active-full-bridge (DAFB)
converter and the DAHB converter. Overall, the full-bridge-
type converter is constructed by connecting the half-bridge-type
converter in parallel, and using the control strategy similar to
that of the half-bridge-type converter. A magnetic core is shared
between Circuits A and B. The positions of the switch signals
and the winding direction of the additionally connected circuit
(Circuit B) are opposite to that of the original circuit (Circuit
A). Since the mid-points in the half-bridge type of the proposed
converter are connected to the same side of the circuits (M1–M2

and M3–M4), a full-bridge type of the proposed converter can
eliminate series-connected capacitors. This relationship is the
same as DAFB and can eliminate the series-connected capacitors
in DAHB.

VII. CONCLUSION

This article presented a design theory for an isolated bidi-
rectional dc–dc converter with built-in filters. The proposed
converter helps eliminate the input and output filters that are
used in a conventional DAHB converter. As the numbers of
transistors, capacitors, and magnetic cores of the proposed con-
verter are the same as those of the DAHB converter, the power
density is directly impacted by the volume of the eliminated
filter components at the input and output ports.

To clarify the advantages of the new circuit topology, the
proposed converter and conventional DAHB converter are de-
signed, constructed, and evaluated. The experimental results
demonstrated that the proposed converter can suppress noise
at the input port by 10 dB in the differential mode at a peak
frequency over 1 MHz. If the two converters are designed for
the same noise levels, including those of the input and output
filters, the proposed converter can be designed with a wider
width of the windings than the DAHB converter. Therefore, the
proposed converter can provide higher efficiency compared with
the DAHB converter because it reduces conduction losses owing
to the additional width of the transformer windings.

In future work, a common-mode scheme with parasitic com-
ponents will be constructed, and the common-mode noise will
be compared between the conventional DAHB converter and the
proposed converter to refine the design of the proposed converter
considering differential- and common-mode noise.
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