
9794 IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON POWER ELECTRONICS, VOL. 35, NO. 9, SEPTEMBER 2020

A Universal Controller Under Different Operating
States for Parallel Inverters With Seamless

Transfer Capability
Xin Meng , Member, IEEE, Zeng Liu , Member, IEEE, Haoyang Zheng, Student Member, IEEE,

and Jinjun Liu , Fellow, IEEE

Abstract—A universal controller is proposed in this article to
operate parallel inverters in both grid-connected (GC) state and
standalone (SA) state and ensure seamless transfer between them
without reconfiguring the control structure. The universal con-
troller is mainly composed of frequency-locked-loop and three cas-
caded control loops: a grid current loop, capacitor voltage loop, and
inductor current loop. A proportional-integral regulator is adopted
in the grid current loop, and a limiter is inserted after the integrator.
In the GC state, the proposed controller accurately regulates the
grid current of an individual inverter. When islanding occurs, the
proposed controller can automatically convert from grid current
control tovC–ig-based droop control; critical islanding detection is
not needed. This universal controller has several advantages. First,
it can realize seamless transfer of parallel inverters; microgrid
reliability can be guaranteed in the SA state, and power sharing
can be achieved among parallel inverters without communication
lines. Second, compared with droop control, it can regulate the grid
current accurately and output constant power when the grid volt-
age fluctuates in the GC state. Third, the grid current harmonics
in the GC state and capacitor voltage harmonics in the SA state
can be mitigated. Simulation and experimental results verify the
effectiveness of the controller.

Index Terms—Current droop control, grid-connected (GC) state,
seamless transfer, standalone (SA) state.

I. INTRODUCTION

D ISTRIBUTED energy resources (DERs) have attracted
increasing scholarly attention because they can alleviate

stress in main transmission systems, improve system power
quality, and reduce environmental pollution. The expansive pen-
etration of DERs interfaced via power converters has introduced
the concept of microgrids (MGs). An MG is a small-scale grid
consisting of multiple DERs; electrical energy storage devices;
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and loads that are electrically interconnected and hierarchically
controlled, which can operate in both grid-connected (GC) and
standalone (SA) states.

The output voltage and output power of DERs are controlled
by controlling inverters to achieve the following goals under
different MG operating states according to grid availability.

1) Controlling the output power of inverters in the GC state
according to set points determined by the MG central
controller (MGCC).

2) Maintaining the stability of MG and load voltage via load
tracking (i.e., maintaining a balance between production
and consumption) when transitioning from the GC state
to SA state.

3) Voltage regulation and accurate power sharing in the SA
state [1].

Compared with objectives (1) and (3) in a steady state, a
primary challenge involves seamless transfer from the GC state
to SA state. The control targets in GC and SA states are notice-
ably different, which may burden interstate transfers with inrush
currents and potential system crashes [2].

Therefore, two major control strategies have been proposed
to realize seamless transfer from the GC state to SA state. The
first approach is the hybrid current and voltage mode (HCVM)
control method, and the second is the droop control method.

In the HCVM control method, the DER inverter operates
under a current control mode (CCM) in the GC state but a
voltage control mode (VCM) in the SA state [3]–[11]. In the GC
state, these inverters can operate in parallel with other inverters
based on active and reactive power (PQ) control. Most inverters
belonging to DER systems operate in CCMs, as in photovoltaic
(PV) or wind power systems. These inverters can participate
in the control of the MG ac voltage amplitude and frequency
by adjusting, at a higher level control layer, the references of
active and reactive powers to be delivered [1]; however, inverters
with CCM cannot operate in the SA state if there is no inverter
to set the MG voltage amplitude and frequency. At least one
inverter should therefore change to VCM in the SA state, and
it is necessary to switch between two controller sets depending
on the state. This task calls for a critical islanding detection
scheme, which increases system complexity; the islanding de-
tection requires time, varying from 20 ms to a few hundred ms.
From the moment a utility outage begins (i.e., islanding occurs)
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to the moment the controller is switched to VCM (i.e., islanding
is detected), the load voltage is neither fixed by the utility nor
regulated by the inverter. Accordingly, the load voltage quality
may worsen during this period [12].

Various improved HCVM control methods have been pro-
posed to overcome this drawback by switching the inverter from
a CCM to a VCM without relying on islanding detection. When
the grid is broken, some limiters in the control structure of the
inverter will become saturated [13]–[19] or desaturated [12] to
realize automatic switching of the control mode; therefore, the
load voltage quality can be improved during the transition from
the GC state to SA state. However, many of these improved
HCVM control methods mainly focus on the seamless transfer
of a single inverter. If an improved HCVM control method is
applied to parallel inverters, they cannot operate normally in the
SA state. They will change to constant amplitude and constant
frequency (V-f) controlled voltage sources in the SA state, which
will elicit a circulating current and prevent power sharing among
them.

Under the droop control method, including virtual syn-
chronous generator control as a special case, the parallel invert-
ers in DERs operate in VCMs in GC and SA states. The droop
control method is suitable for inverters in energy storage (ES)
systems or for PV or wind power systems with ES equipment.
These inverters can help regulate MG frequency and voltage
by delivering appropriate active and reactive power values in
GC and SA states. They can achieve seamless transfer from the
GC state to SA state and realize power sharing in the SA state.
However, if grid voltage fluctuates in the GC state, the objective
(1) may fail and the inverter output power could deviate from its
set point. Moreover, the droop control method does not control
the inverter grid current directly; hence, its dynamics may be
slow and distortion could follow from grid voltage harmonics.

Several improved droop control methods have been devised
to solve these issues [2], [20]–[28]. An enhanced power flow
control for droop-controlled inverters was suggested in [20],
where the feedforward of grid frequency and voltage magni-
tude was adopted to mitigate the effects of grid fluctuation;
however, reference switching occurred in different operating
states. Control strategies for multimode operations of an online
uninterruptible power supply (UPS) system were proposed [21],
where UPS system inverters were based on droop control. The
transfer between different operating modes was achieved by
adjusting the reference value and control structure of droop
control. Yet, the reference switching in [20] and adjustment to the
reference and control structure in [21] both relied on islanding
detection. If islanding occurs but has not yet been detected and
the reference and control structure remain constant, undesirable
transients may result. Karimi-Ghartemani et al. [22] presented a
controller that was flexible in combining real and reactive power
control with voltage and frequency support, which did not rely on
islanding detection, but the grid current was still not controlled
directly.

This article tries to address the above-mentioned research
gaps by proposing a universal controller for parallel inverters.
The universal controller is mainly composed of frequency-
locked-loop (FLL) and three cascaded control loops: a grid

current loop, capacitor voltage loop, and inductor current loop. A
proportional-integral (PI) regulator is adopted in the grid current
loop, and a limiter is inserted after the integrator. A PI regulator
is adopted in the capacitor voltage loop, and a proportional
(P)-regulator is adopted in the inductor current loop.

The proposed universal controller offers three advantages.
1) In the GC state, parallel inverters are controlled as current

sources, and the grid current of an individual inverter
is regulated by a PI regulator in the grid current loop
to follow its reference value. Compared with the droop
control method, the universal controller can regulate the
grid current accurately and output constant power when
the grid voltage fluctuates in the GC state.

2) When islanding occurs, the integrator in the grid current
loop will be saturated, but the P-regulator will continue
working and the inverters will transfer automatically from
current sources to voltage sources based on vC–ig droop
control without relying on islanding detection. The droop
relationship is established between the inverter output
capacitor voltage vC and grid current ig in the dq syn-
chronous reference frame (SRF). Seamless transfer of
parallel inverters is achieved, and uninterruptible load
voltage is realized during the state transition. In the SA
state, the combination of vC–ig droop control and an FLL
block can realize power sharing among parallel inverters
without communication lines.

3) Additionally, quasi-resonant (QR) controllers are adopted
in the grid current loop and capacitor voltage loop. Com-
pared with the droop control method, in the GC state,
harmonics in the grid current caused by grid voltage
distortion can be mitigated, and grid current quality can
be improved. In the SA state, capacitor voltage harmon-
ics caused by nonlinear loads connected at the point of
common coupling (PCC) can be suppressed.

The rest of this article is organized as follows. In Section II,
the control principle of the universal controller is introduced.
Section III presents the design and analysis of the control pa-
rameters. Simulation and experimental results are summarized
in Sections IV and V, respectively, to verify the effectiveness
of the proposed controller. Finally, conclusions are given in
Section VI.

II. CONTROL PRINCIPLE OF THE UNIVERSAL CONTROLLER

In this section, the control principle of inverters with a uni-
versal controller is introduced in detail.

A. System Structure

A schematic diagram of parallel inverters and the main control
block appear in Fig. 1. The dc voltage of the individual inverter
is controlled by the front-end power electronic converter, both
represented by the dc voltage source. The inverter output con-
nects with an LC filter. Zline denotes the line impedance between
the DER and PCC. The transfer switch Si is controlled by the
MGCC, and the circuit breaker Su is governed by the relay
protection device. When the grid is normal, Si and Su are each
closed. When the grid is broken, Su turns OFF immediately, and
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Fig. 1. Schematic diagram and control block of the universal controller.

an island forms. Once islanding is confirmed,Si turns OFF. When
the grid is restored, the circuit breaker Su closes automatically.
The PCC voltage should presynchronize with the utility voltage
first, after which the transfer switch Si turns ON to reconnect
the MG with the utility. The inductor current iLabc, capacitor
voltage vCabc, and grid current igabc are sensed and used in the
control loops. The PCC voltage vPCC and grid voltage vg of
both sides of Si are sensed to realize presynchronization.

The average model of power stage in SRF can be derived
according to [15]. With the decoupling approach, the average
model can be simplified into three single input single output
systems, as shown in (1)–(3) and the subscript d and q are
neglected

Vdc

2
· d = Lf · diL

dt
+RESR · iL + vC (1)

iL = Cf · dvC
dt

+ iLL + ig (2)

vC = Lline · dig
dt

+Rline · ig + vPCC (3)

where Vdc is the dc voltage, d is the average duty cycle, and
RESR is the equivalent series resistance of the filter inductor Lf ;

iL and vC represent the inductor current and capacitor voltage,
respectively; Cf is the capacitance of filter capacitor; iLL is
the local load current; ig represents the grid current; Lline is the
inductance component of Zline, Rline is the resistance component
of Zline, and vPCC is the PCC voltage. The transfer function from
capacitor voltage vC to grid current ig can be represented as (4),
and the grid current can be controlled by regulating the capacitor
voltage in d- and q-axes, respectively

Gig_v(s) =
ig(s)

vC(s)
=

1

s · Lline +Rline
. (4)

Fig. 2. Overall control diagram of the proposed controller. (a) FLL block.
(b) Grid current loop. (c) Capacitor voltage loop and inductor current loop.

B. Control Scheme

The overall control block of the individual inverter is shown
in Fig. 2, including the FLL block, grid current loop, capacitor
voltage loop, and inductor current loop.

1) FLL Block: The FLL block is presented in Fig. 2(a); it
is used instead of the phase-locked-loop (PLL) to estimate the
frequency. On one hand, the FLL combines with the vCq–igq
droop equation to form negative feedback control in the SA state;
on the other hand, because the frequency is more stable than the
phase angle, FLL is more robust against grid disturbance than
PLL [29]. The compensation termωcomp is used to realize phase
angle presynchronization of the PCC voltage vPCC and grid
voltage vg, which will be introduced later. If the grid voltage is
heavily polluted by the harmonics, the second-order generalized
integrator—quadrature signal generators (SOGI-QSGs) can be
used to extract the fundamental positive sequence components
of capacitor voltage [30], as shown in the Appendix, which can
improve the FLL performance.

2) Grid Current Loop: As indicated in Fig. 2(b), in the grid
current loop, igdref and igqref denote grid current references,
igd and igq are the actual grid currents on the d- and q-axes,
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respectively; and ω0Lg is the decoupling item. A PI regulator
GIG_PI and QR regulator GIG_QR are also used, where kgp
represents the coefficient of the P-regulator, and kgi represents
the coefficient of the integrator.

One noteworthy improvement is that a limiter is inserted after
the integrator rather than after the PI regulator. In the GC state,
the limiter does not restrict the output of the integrator, and
vod connects with vdi while voq connects with vqi; therefore, the
regulator GIG_PI serves as a PI regulator to regulate the grid
current to track its reference, and the inverters operate in CCMs.
When the grid is broken, the limiter after the integrator becomes
saturated and outputs the limiting value. The regulator GIG_PI

changes to a P-regulator to form vC–ig droop control, which
will be explained in detail later.

The most common harmonics in grid voltage are the –5th and
7th harmonics [31], these change in the three-phase coordinating
system to the –6th and 6th harmonics, respectively, in the SRF
with rotating speed of fundamental angular frequency. The±6th
harmonics in the grid current are regulated to zero by the QR
regulator with a resonance angular frequency of 6ω in the GC
state. If harmonics of other times occur in the grid voltage, more
QR regulators with different resonance angular frequencies can
be added to the grid current loop. The QR regulator has been
presented in many studies [32]–[34] and is not detailed here.

The compensation term Vd_comp on the d-axis is used to
realize voltage amplitude presynchronization of the PCC voltage
vPCC and grid voltage vg , which will be addressed later.

3) Capacitor Voltage Loop and Inductor Current Loop: De-
tailed structures of capacitor voltage loop and inductor current
loop are depicted in Fig. 2(c), where vCd and vCq are actual
capacitor voltages on the d- and q-axes, respectively; and ω0Cf

is the decoupling item. Here, the voltage regulator also adopts
a PI regulator GV _PI and QR regulator GV _QR. The current
limitation term Ilim is added to the capacitor voltage reference
to limit the inverter output current when the overload happens,
where Imax is the maximum allowed output current of inverter
and IL_amp is the amplitude of output current of inverter. GL_PI

is a PI controller, and its upper limiting value is set as zero.
iLd and iLq are the actual inductor currents on the d- and q-

axes, respectively; ω0Lf is the decoupling item; and the current
regulator GIL adopts a P-regulator. The capacitor voltage vCd, q

is added to the d- and q-axes to implement voltage feedforward
control.

C. Operating Principle

The operating principle of an individual inverter with a uni-
versal controller will be introduced in four states: the GC state,
the transition from the GC state to SA state, the SA state, and
the transition from the SA state to GC state.

1) GC State: If the utility is ideal, the grid voltage is purely
sinusoidal and only includes the fundamental component. If the
utility is not ideal, the grid voltage may include the fundamental
component and harmonics, which will lead to harmonics in the
grid current.

The fundamental component in the three-phase coordinating
system changes to a dc component in the SRF with a rotating

speed of fundamental angular frequency. When the utility is
normal, the regulator GIG_PI operates as a PI regulator to
regulate the dc components if_gd and if_gq of the grid current to
follow their references igdref and igqref , respectively, as shown
in (5). The QR regulator GIG_QR regulates the ±6th harmonics
in grid current ih6_gd,q to zero, as shown in (6){

vf_Cdref = (kgp +
kgi

s ) · (igdref − if_gd)

vf_Cqref = (kgp +
kgi

s ) · (igqref − if_gq)
(5)

{
vh_Cdref =

2kir6ωcs

s2+2ωcs+(6ω)2
· (0− ih6_gd)

vh_Cqref =
2kir6ωcs

s2+2ωcs+(6ω)2
· (0− ih6_gq)

(6)

where kir6 is the integral coefficient, ωc is the cutoff angular
frequency, and 6ω is the resonance angular frequency of the QR
regulator.

The voltage reference for the capacitor voltage loop is as
follows: {

vCdref = vf_Cdref + vh_Cdref

vCqref = vf_Cqref + vh_Cqref .
(7)

For the capacitor voltage loop, the PI regulator GV _PI regu-
lates the dc component of capacitor voltage vf_Cd,q to follow
their references vf_Cd,qref , and the QR regulator GV _QR is used
to regulate the ±6th harmonics in capacitor voltage vh_Cd,q to
follow their reference vh_Cd,qref .

For the inductor current loop, the P-regulator GIL is adopted
to regulate the dc component and harmonics.

To simplify analysis, the grid voltage is assumed as purely
sinusoidal. The exchanging power between the DER and PCC
can be expressed as follows:

Pdg =
3

2
· (vCd · igd + vCq · igq) (8)

Qdg =
3

2
· (vCq · igd − vCd · igq). (9)

As shown in Fig. 2(a), the phase angle of capacitor voltage is
as follows:

θ =
1

s
· ω∗ =

1

s
· (ω0 + kFLL · vCq). (10)

The power angle δ, namely the phase-angle difference be-
tween the capacitor voltage and PCC voltage is (11). If the grid
is ideal, then the angular frequency of PCC voltageωPCC equals
the nominal angular frequency ω0

δ =
1

s
· (ω∗ − ωPCC)

=
1

s
· (ω0 + kFLL · vCq − ωPCC) =

1

s
· (kFLL · vCq). (11)

Because of the function of the PI regulator GIG_PI in the
grid current loop, the actual grid current igd and igq follow
their respective references igdref and igqref . According to (5),
the voltage references vCdref and vCqref also remain constant.
The actual capacitor voltagesvCd andvCq are regulated to follow
vCdref and vCqref and remain unchanged. According to (8) and
(9), the exchanging power between the DER and PCC is kept
constant. Therefore, vCq must be zero; otherwise, δ will continue
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Fig. 3. Detailed transition process from the GC state to SA state.

Fig. 4. (a) Phasor relationship before the utility outage. (b) Phasor relationship
after the utility outage.

changing according to (11), andPdg andQdg will keep changing
as well.

Then, (8) and (9) can be simplified as follows:

Pdg =
3

2
· vCd · igd (12)

Qdg = −3

2
· vCd · igq. (13)

2) Transition From GC State to SA State: It is assumed that
the MG injects real and reactive power into the utility in the GC
state; that is,Pg > 0 andQg > 0, as shown in Fig. 1. The detailed
transition process from the GC state to SA state is illustrated
in Fig. 3. When the grid is broken and Su turns OFF at t1, Pg

and Qg each decline to zero. At this point, the output power of
DERs remains nearly unchanged, and the remote load power
is imposed on the output power of all DERs. Therefore, the
amplitude and frequency of the remote load voltage rises and
falls, respectively.

Before time t1, the phasor relationship of the capacitor voltage
of DER1 and the PCC voltage are shown in Fig. 4(a). The phase
angle of the capacitor voltage is assumed to be 0°; thus, the phase
angle of the PCC voltage is δ1. The grid current of DER1 igd1 +
jigq1 can be calculated as (14), where Xline1 is the reactance of
Zline1, and Rline1 is the resistance of Zline1

igd1 + jigq1 =
VC1∠0− VPCC∠δ1
Rline1 + jXline1

=
VC1 − VPCCcosδ1 − jVPCCsinδ1

Rline1 + jXline1
(14)

igd1 =
(VC1 − VPCCcosδ1)Rline1 + VPCCXline1sinδ1

R2
line1 +X2

line1

(15)

igq1 =
−Rline1VPCCsinδ1−Xline1(VC1−VPCCcosδ1)

R2
line1 +X2

line1

.

(16)

At time t1, the amplitude and frequency of the remote load
voltage will rise and fall; therefore, the phasor relationship
changes to Fig. 4(b). The grid current igd1 + jigq1 is then calcu-
lated as in (17) shown at the bottom of this page

igd1 =
(VPCC +ΔVPCC)Xline1sin(δ1 −Δδ1)

R2
line1 +X2

line1

+
[VC1 − (VPCC +ΔVPCC)cos(δ1 −Δδ1)]Rline1

R2
line1 +X2

line1

(18)

igq1 = −Rline1(VPCC +ΔVPCC)sin(δ1 −Δδ1)

R2
line1 +X2

line1

− Xline1[VC1 − (VPCC +ΔVPCC)cos(δ1 −Δδ1)]

R2
line1 +X2

line1

.

(19)

In the MG application with low voltage, the R/X ratio of line
impedance is close to 7.7 [1]. Therefore, comparing (15) and
(18), the d-axis grid current igd1 declines when the grid is broken
at t1. Similarly, the q-axis grid current igq1 increases at t1 by
comparing (16) and (19). As shown in Fig. 2(b), the input of the
d-axis integrator in the grid current loop is larger than zero, and
the output of the integrator increases. The input of the q-axis
integrator in the grid current loop is smaller than zero, and the
output of the integrator declines.

Whether the output of the integrator reaches the limiting value
of the limiter depends on the amount of Pg and Qg in the GC
state. If the respective exchanging power Pg and Qg are large,
then the reduction in igd is large when the grid is disconnected,
and the output of the integrator will continue increasing until
reaching the upper limiting value Vdmax. At that point, vdi will
be fixed atVdmax and vqi will be fixed atVqmin. Then, the voltage
references will change to the following equation:{

vCdref = kgp · (igdref − igd) + Vdmax

vCqref = kgp · (igqref − igq) + Vqmin.
(20)

Conversely, if the respective amount of Pg and Qg are small,
then the reduction of igd is small when the grid is disconnected,
igd is regulated to equal igdref before the output of the integrator
reaches Vdmax. Regardless of the case, the output of the integra-
tor is always between the lower and upper limiting values of the

igd1 + jigq1 =
VC1∠0− (VPCC +ΔVPCC)∠(δ1 −Δδ1)

Rline1 + jXline1

=
VC1

Rline1 + jXline1
− (VPCC +ΔVPCC)cos(δ1−Δδ1)−j(VPCC+ΔVPCC)sin(δ1−Δδ1)

Rline1+jXline1
(17)
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limiter. The output of the integrator on the q-axis can be analyzed
similarly, and it consistently remains between Vqmin and Vqmax.
By designing appropriate limiting values, during the transition
from the GC state to SA state, the capacitor voltage amplitude
can be controlled within the allowable operation range.

3) SA State: As indicated in Fig. 3, after islanding has been
confirmed at time t2, Si turns OFF. There are several islanding
detection methods, which can be classified into two groups,
namely, remote and local. In this proposed control method, be-
cause the voltage amplitude and frequency are always controlled
within the allowed range, the local passive methods are failed;
the local active method, such as the method proposed in [35],
can be used in the universal controller. The inverter operates
in a VCM in the SA state; the P-regulator is adopted in the
grid current loop, forming vcd–igd, vcq–igq droop control. To
improve the voltage quality in the SA state, once islanding is
detected at t2, vod switches from vdi to Vd0 and voq switches
from vqi to Vq0, as shown in Fig. 2(b). Here, Vd0 is the nominal
value of the capacitor voltage amplitude, and Vq0 is zero. The
QR regulatorGIG_QR in the grid current loop is also deactivated
at t2, and the control formula of the grid current loop changes to
(the following equation:{

vCdref = Vd0 + kgp · (igdref − igd)
vCqref = Vq0 + kgp · (igqref − igq).

(21)

The real and reactive power can be shared approximately
among DERs based on vc–ig droop control [36]–[38]. The
output angular frequency ω∗ of FLL is determined by vcq, as
shown in (10). The steady-state voltage error will be zero with the
PI regulator GV _PI in the capacitor voltage loop; therefore, vcq
serves as an intermediary between igq and ω∗. The relationship
between ω∗ and igq is presented in (22), and negative feedback
results

ω∗ − ω0 = kFLL · kgp · (igqref − igq). (22)

If igq is not equally shared among DERs, according to (22),
the angular frequency ω∗ of each inverter will differ, leading to
a varying power angle δ. igq will also vary with varying power
angle δ. Finally, ω∗ of each inverter converge to the same value,
and equal sharing of igq can be achieved.

The sharing of igd depends on grid line impedance. If the grid
line impedances Zline of different DERs are the same, then igd
can be shared equally. However, if Zline are different, then the
vCd –igd droop relationship is useful for sharing igd. Even so,
sharing error will persist due to unequal line impedance.

For the capacitor voltage loop, the QR regulator GV _QR

remains functional in the SA state to mitigate harmonics in the
capacitor voltage. Because the QR regulator GIG_QR in the grid
current loop is deactivated, the reference vh_Cd,qref changes to
zero. Harmonics in the capacitor voltage can be regulated to zero
via the QR regulator GV _QR.

4) Transition From SA State to GC State: If the grid returns to
normal and Su is closed, before turning ON Si, the PCC voltage
vPCC should presynchronize with the grid voltage vg first. Three
steps are adopted in the reconnection process to reduce the inrush
grid current.

Fig. 5. Control block of (a) phase presynchronization and (b) voltage ampli-
tude presynchronization.

First, when the grid returns to normal and switch Su turns
ON, vod reconnects with vdi and voq reconnects with vqi, see
Fig. 2(b).

Second, the control switches S1 and S2 in Fig. 5 are connected
with Channel 1 to realize amplitude and phase-angle presyn-
chronization, where θg is the phase angle of the grid voltage,
and θPCC is the phase angle of the PCC voltage; Vg_amp is
the grid voltage amplitude, and VPCC˙amp is the PCC voltage
amplitude; and ki_ω and ki_amp are the integral coefficients.
Except for during the presynchronization process, the control
switches S1 and S2 always connect with Channel 0.

Third, Si turns to reconnect the MG with the utility. After
some time, the limiter output in the grid current loop becomes
desaturated, and the PI regulator GIG_PI functions again. The
QR regulator GIG_QR in the grid current loop is then activated,
and the compensation terms ωcomp and Vd_comp are reset to zero
after the switch Si turns ON.

D. Discussion of the Effect of Load Change on
Control Mode Switching

When the load brings a large step change in the GC state,
the output of the integrator in the grid current loop can reach the
limiting value of limiter, and the control method will switch from
grid current control to vC–ig droop control. This occurrence may
result in an undesirable transient process as explained.

First, the influence of the local load change of one inverter on
switching the control mode of parallel inverters is discussed.
As displayed in Fig. 1, multiple inverters with the universal
controller connect in parallel. When the local load of DER1
brings a large step change, the switching control mode of the
inverters in DER1 and DER2 is analyzed.

The local active load of DER1 brings a large step change,
increasing at instant t1. The d-axis capacitor voltage vCd1will
then decline, as well the d-axis grid current igd1 at instant t1. As
shown in Fig. 2(b), the input of the d-axis integrator in the grid
current loop is larger than zero, and the output of the integrator
increases. If the local load increase is large enough, the decline
in igd1 is large and the output of the integrator will continue
increasing to the upper limiting valueVdmax. Then, the capacitor
voltage reference will change to (23). The reduction in igd1 will
cause an increase in vCdref 1

vCdref1 = kgp · (igdref1 − igd1) + Vdmax. (23)

Due to regulation of the PI regulator in the capacitor volt-
age loop, the d-axis capacitor voltage vCd1 increases to fol-
low vCdref1. The relationship between the capacitor voltage
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vCd1 + jvCq1 and PCC voltage vPCCd + jvPCCq can also be
represented as follows:

vCd1 + jvCq1 = (Rline1 + jXline1) · (igd1 + jigq1)

+ vPCCd + jvPCCq (24)

vCd1 = Rline1igd1 −Xline1igq1 + vPCCd (25)

vCq1 = Rline1igq1 +Xline1igd1 + vPCCq. (26)

Similarly, because in the MG application low voltage, the R/X
ratio of line impedance is large, (25) and (26) can be simplified
as follows:

vCd1 = Rline1igd1 + vPCCd (27)

vCq1 = Rline1igq1 + vPCCq. (28)

The increase in vCd1 will stop the decline in igd1 and then
cause an increase in igd1 according to (27). Therefore, the
input of the d-axis integrator will decline, and the output of
the integrator will reduce and gradually desaturate. The control
method will ultimately return to grid current control from vC–ig
droop control automatically. If the local reactive load of DER1
brings a large step increase, then the process is similar and is
thus omitted here.

The step change in the local load of DER1 has no influence on
the control mode of the inverter in DER2; the power consumed
by the local load of DER1 is provided by DER1, and the local
load change is undertaken by DER1. The capacity of DER1 and
its local load size should be designed carefully to ensure DER1
can provide the power consumed by the local load plus the power
injected into the PCC.

Second, the influence of the remote load change on switching
the control mode of parallel inverters is analyzed. If the grid
is strong (i.e., the grid line impedance Zg in Fig. 1 is zero or
small), when the remote load brings a large step change, it will
be undertaken by the grid. Thus, it has no influence on the control
mode of inverters in DER1 and DER2. While if the grid is weak
(i.e., the grid line impedance Zg in Fig. 1 is large), the remote
load change will influence the control mode of inverters in
DER1 and DER2. When the remote load brings a large step
increase at time t1, the output power of DERs remains nearly
unchanged and is insufficient to meet remote load demand.
Therefore, the amplitude and frequency of the remote load
voltage falls and rises, respectively. Then, the analysis is similar
with that during the transition from the GC state to SA state. It
is easy to find that the d-axis grid current igd1 increases and igq1
declines at t1. As shown in Fig. 2(b), the input of the d-axis
integrator in the grid current loop is smaller than zero, and
the output of the integrator declines. If the increase of remote
active load is large, the increase of igd1 is large and the output
of the integrator will continue decreasing until reaching the
lower limiting value Vdmin. Then, the analysis is similar with the
condition of local active load change, but the change direction
of variables is reverse. The control method will ultimately return
to the grid current control from the vC–ig droop control.

Above all, no matter the local load of inverter or remote load
brings a large step change in the GC state, if the control mode of
inverter switches from the grid current control to vC–ig droop

control, it can return to the grid current control automatically in
the end, i.e., the control mode of inverters in DERs can achieve
seamless switchover.

III. ANALYSIS AND DESIGN OF CONTROL PARAMETERS

In this section, the inverter with a proposed universal con-
troller is analyzed and designed.

A. Analysis of Operating Points

In the GC state, the inverter is controlled as a current source by
the grid current loop. The steady-state error of the fundamental
component of the grid current is zero with the PI regulator in
the grid current loop, and grid current harmonics are controlled
to zero by QR regulators in the grid current loop and capacitor
voltage loop; accordingly, the grid current in a steady state can
be expressed by the following:{

igd = igdref

igq = igqref .
(29)

In the SA state, the inverter is controlled as a voltage source,
and the voltage reference is produced by vC–ig droop control.
The steady-state error of the fundamental component of the
capacitor voltage is zero with the PI regulator in a capacitor
voltage loop, and capacitor voltage harmonics are controlled to
zero by the QR regulator in the capacitor voltage loop; as such,
the capacitor voltage in a steady state is as follows:{

vCd = Vd0 + kgp · (igdref − igd)

vCq = Vq0 + kgp · (igqref − igq).
(30)

B. Limiter Design

During the transition from the GC state to SA state, the outputs
of the d- and q-axes limiters vd,qi in the grid current loop can be
different values according to the power flow direction of Pg and
Qg in Fig. 1. According to the analysis in Section II-C, if the
exchanging power Pg and Qg between the MG and utility in the
GC state is small, then the output of the integrator may not reach
the limiting values of limiter when the grid is disconnected. It is
assumed that the exchanging power between the MG and utility
is sufficient.

When the MG disconnects from the utility, the output of the
d-axis limiter vdi in the grid current loop is determined by Pg,
as shown in (31); similarly, vqi is determined by Qg , as in (32),
where vCd_GC and vCq_GC are output values of the d- and q-axes
limiters at the moment when the MG is disconnected from the
utility, respectively

vdi =

⎧⎪⎨
⎪⎩

Vdmax, Pg > 0

vCd_GC, Pg = 0

Vdmin, Pg < 0

(31)

vqi =

⎧⎪⎨
⎪⎩

Vdmin, Qg > 0

vCq_GC, Qg = 0

Vqmax, Qg < 0.

(32)
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TABLE I
EXTREME VALUES DURING THE TRANSITION PROCESS FROM GC STATE TO SA STATE

If the MG injects real or reactive power into the utility in the
GC state, then the DERs should reduce their output power when
the MG disconnects from the utility, When the grid currents igd
and igq of DER are each zero, the output power of DER reaches
its minimum value (igdmin = 0 and igqmax = 0). Conversely, if
the MG absorbs real or reactive power from the utility in the
GC state, the DERs shall output more real or reactive power
when the MG disconnects from the utility. The maximum value
of the d-axis grid current igdmax and minimum value of the
q-axis grid current igqmin are determined by the inverter power
rating. Combing (20), (31), and (32), extreme values during the
transition from the GC state to SA state can be calculated as
listed in Table I.

According to the IEEE standard 1547-2018 [40], the allowed
voltage operating range is 0.88–1.1Vnom, where Vnom is the
nominal value of the capacitor voltage amplitude. Therefore,
to ensure that the voltage magnitude is within the allowable
range, the chosen limiting values shall comply with the following
rules:

√√√√ (Vdmax − kgp · (igdmin − igdref))
2

+(Vqmin − kgp · (igqmax − igqref))
2

≤ 1.1 · Vnom (33)√√√√ (Vdmax − kgp · (igdmin − igdref))
2

+(Vqmax − kgp · (igqmin − igqref))
2

≤ 1.1 · Vnom (34)√√√√ (Vdmin − kgp · (igdmax − igdref))
2

+(Vqmin − kgp · (igqmax − igqref))
2

≥ 0.88 · Vnom (35)√√√√ (Vdmin − kgp · (igdmax − igdref))
2

+(Vqmax − kgp · (igqmin − igqref))
2

≥ 0.88 · Vnom (36)

The d-axis upper limiting value Vdmax should exceed the
nominal value Vnom, and the lower limiting value Vdmin should

be below the nominal value Vnom, as shown in (37). In the GC
state, vCq in a steady state is 0; thus, Vqmin and Vqmax should
be symmetric, as indicated in (38){

Vdmax > Vnom

Vdmin < Vnom

(37)

Vqmax = −Vqmin > 0. (38)

The droop coefficient (proportional coefficient) kgp is set to
0.4; the design procedure will be introduced later. The nominal
phase-neutral capacitor voltage amplitude Vnom is 141.4 V. The
d-axis grid current reference igdref is set to 5 A, and igqref is
set to 0 A. The minimum of the d-axis grid current igdmin is
zero, and the maximum igdmax is 10 A; the minimum of the
q-axis grid current igqmin is –5 A, and the maximum igqmax is
0 A. Therefore, upon combining (33)–(38), we can select the
limiting values as follows:⎧⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎨

⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎩

Vdmax = 1.08 · Vnom = 152.7 V

Vdmin = 0.89 · Vnom = 125.8 V

Vqmax = 0.09 · Vnom = 12.7 V

Vqmin = −0.09 · Vnom = −12.7 V.

(39)

C. Controller Design

1) Design of Voltage Loop PI Regulator GV _PI: The voltage
loop is used to regulate the capacitor voltage in GC and SA
states, and the inner inductor current loop is used to improve the
dynamic performance and damp the LC filter. For the inductor
current loop, the small-signal model of the control-to-inductor
current can be calculated as shown in (40). The transfer function
of the delay introduced by digital control is represented by (41).
The dual-updated operation mode of the program and pulsewidth
modulation is adopted in digital control, such that the delay time
Td in (41) is set to one switching cycle [15]

Gid(s) =
îL(s)

d̂(s)
=

Vdc

2
· sCf

s2LfCf + sRESRCf + 1
(40)

Hd(s) =
s2

T 2
d

12 − sTd

2 + 1

s2
T 2
d

12 + sTd

2 + 1
. (41)
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Fig. 6. Block diagram of the capacitor voltage loop and inductor current loop.

TABLE II
POWER STAGE PARAMETERS

To simplify the design of inductor current loop, the delay is
not considered in the derivation but will be covered in the final
Bode plot. The P-regulator is adopted for GIL, as shown in (42).
The transfer function from the capacitor current to capacitor
voltage is presented in (43). Then, the control object of the
voltage compensator (i.e., the transfer function from the inductor
current reference to the capacitor voltage, see Fig. 6) can be
gained, which is expressed in (44)

GIL = kGII (42)

Gvi(s) =
v̂C

îC
=

1

sCf
(43)

Gv_iLref(s) =
Vdc

2

· kGII

s2LfCf + s(RESRCf + Vdc

2 CfkGII) + 1
.

(44)

It is clear that (44) is a typical second-order system, and the
damping factor ζ is related to kGII . kGII can be calculated
as (45). Therefore, kGII can be designed according to the
optimized damping factor ζ and is set at 0.0707

kGII =
2ξ
√

Lf

Cf
−RESR

Vdc

2

≈ 4ξ

Vdc
·
√

Lf

Cf
. (45)

Power stage parameters are shown in Table II, and the Bode
plot of the control object of the voltage compensator is illustrated
in Fig. 7 considering the delay (41).

Next, the voltage compensator GV _PI can be designed conve-
niently. A PI regulator, expressed by (46), is used for the voltage
compensator GV _PI. The Bode plot of the voltage loop is shown

Fig. 7. Bode plot of the control object of voltage compensator.

Fig. 8. Bode plot of the loop gain and closed-loop transfer function of the
capacitor voltage loop.

Fig. 9. Block diagram of the grid current loop.

in Fig. 8, where kPV equals 0.058 and kIV equals 254. The phase
margin is set to approximately 40°, and the crossover frequency
is roughly 510 Hz

GV _PI(s) = kPV +
kIV
s

. (46)

2) Design of Grid Current Loop PI Regulator GIG_PI : Be-
cause the bandwidth of the capacitor voltage loop is much
larger than that of the external grid current loop, the grid
current loop can be designed based on the ideal voltage loop,
in which the gain of the closed-loop transfer function is in
unity within full frequency range. The control object of the grid
current compensator can be simplified as (4), as illustrated in
Fig. 9.

The compensator GIG_PI of the grid current loop adopts
different forms in the GC state and SA state, respectively. In the



MENG et al.: UNIVERSAL CONTROLLER UNDER DIFFERENT OPERATING STATES FOR PARALLEL INVERTERS 9803

Fig. 10. Bode plot of the loop gain of grid current loop with ideal and actual
voltage loop.

GC state, GIG_PI operates as a PI regulator, where kgp equals
0.4 and kgi equals 180; the Bode plot of the loop gain of the
grid current loop is shown in Fig. 10. The crossover frequency
is 30.6 Hz, and the phase margin is approximately 102°. The
Bode plot of the loop gain of the grid current loop with the
actual voltage loop is also presented in Fig. 10. The Bode plots
of these cases are nearly identical up to 300 Hz, larger than the
bandwidth of the grid current loop. Therefore, simplification of
the grid current loop design is reasonable.

In the SA state, the compensator GIG_PI changes to a P-
regulator, as shown in (21). To ensure that the load voltage
magnitude is within the allowable range, the following rule
should be obeyed:⎧⎪⎪⎨

⎪⎪⎩
0.88 · Vnom ≤ vCd = Vd0 + kgp · (igdref − igd)

≤ 1.095 · Vnom

−0.1 · Vnom ≤ vCq = Vq0 + kgp · (igqref − igq)
≤ 0.1 · Vnom.

(47)

Therefore, according to the setting values of Vd,q0, igd,qref ,
the extreme values of igd,q and (47), the proportional coefficient
kgp should comply with the following equation:

kgp ≤ 2.68. (48)

If kgp is selected to be larger, according to (33)–(36), to ensure
the voltage amplitude remains within the allowable range during
the transition from the GC state to SA state, the limiting values
of the limiter on the d- and q-axes should be set closer to the
nominal values. However, to maintain normal functioning of the
integrator in the GC state, the limiting range of the limiter cannot
be too narrow. There is a tradeoff when selecting the proportional
coefficient kgp, which is ultimately set to 0.4 in this case.

The relationship between the angular frequencyω∗ and q-axis
grid current igq is shown in (22). To ensure the angular frequency
is within the allowable range [39], the following rule should be
obeyed:

2π · 49.8 ≤ ω∗ = ω0 + kFLL · kgp · (igqref − igq) ≤ 2π · 50.2
(49)

kFLL · kgp ≤ 0.08 · π ≈ 0.25. (50)

Fig. 11. Simulation circuit.

According to (50), when kgp is 0.4, the maximum of kFLL is
0.625. In this article, kFLL is set as 0.6.

3) Design of QR Regulator GIG_QR and GV _QR: In the grid
current loop and capacitor voltage loop, the QR regulator is used
to mitigate grid current harmonics in the GC state and capacitor
voltage harmonics in the SA state; see the following equation:

GIG(V )_QR(s) =
2kir6ωcs

s2 + 2ωcs+ (6ω)2
. (51)

In the GC state, the QR regulator GIG_QR is used to regulate
the ±6th harmonics in grid current to zero, and GV _QR is used
to regulate the ±6th harmonics in capacitor voltage to follow its
reference vh_Cd,qref when the grid voltage including harmonics.
In the SA state, GIG_QR in grid current loop is deactivated, the
reference vh_Cd,qref changes to zero. The harmonics in capacitor
voltage can be regulated to zero by the QR regulator GV _QR.

The detailed design and analysis of the QR regulator have
been discussed in [32]. With an increasing integral coefficient
kir6, the gain of QR regulator at the resonance angular frequency
increases. With a growing cutoff frequency ωc, the gain and
bandwidth of the QR regulator increase. Yet, an excessively
large kir6 will deteriorate the stability and convergence of the
system, and an overly large ωc will influence the frequency-
selection characteristic of the regulator. Thus, there is a trade-
off when selecting the integral coefficient kir6 and cutoff fre-
quency ωc. In this article, kir6 is set to 30 and ωc is set to
5 rad/s.

IV. SIMULATION VERIFICATION

The simulation circuit is shown in Fig. 11 and the simulation
parameters are listed in Table III. The first simulation is con-
ducted to investigate the influence of a large load step change
on switching the control mode of the inverters.

Initially, the local loads of master DER1 and DER2 are 80 Ω,
and a 5Ω resistor is added to the local load of master DER1 at 2 s.
The d-axis grid current igd1 and d-axis capacitor voltage vCd1

each decline at 2 s, as shown in Fig. 12(a) and (b). Because
the local load increase is sufficiently large, the reduction in
igd1 is also large, and the output of the integrator continues
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Fig. 12. Simulation results of master DER1 and DER2 when the local active load of master DER1 brings a large step increase at 2 s. (a) d-axis grid current igd1
of master DER1. (b) d-axis capacitor voltage vCd1 of master DER1. (c) Output of the d-axis limiter in grid current loop of master DER1. (d) d-axis capacitor
voltage reference vCdref1 of master DER1. (e) Phase A grid current iga1 of master DER1. (f) Phase A capacitor voltage vCa1 of master DER1. (g) d-axis grid
current igd2 of master DER2. (h) d-axis capacitor voltage vCd2 of master DER2.

increasing until reaching the upper limiting value Vdmax; see
Fig. 12(c). Then, the capacitor voltage reference changes to
(23), and the reduction in igd1 causes an increase in vCdref1,
as shown in Fig. 12(d). Due to regulation of the PI regulator
in the capacitor voltage loop, the d-axis capacitor voltage vCd1

increases to follow vCdref1. Additionally, the increase in vCd1

stops the decline in igd1 and leads to an increase in igd1. The
input of the d-axis integrator will then reduce, and the output of
the integrator will decline and desaturate gradually.

The grid current fluctuates at 2 s but can return to its reference
(igdref1 = 5 A, igqref1 = 0 A) quickly; see Fig. 12(e). Although
the capacitor voltage amplitude has some oscillations, the ca-
pacitor voltage is always controlled within the allowed range, as
shown in Fig. 12(f).

The step change of the local load of master DER1 has no
influence on the control mode of the inverter in master DER2.
Due to length limitation, only simulation waveforms of the
d-axis grid current igd2 and capacitor voltage vCd2 of the inverter
in master DER2 are included in Fig. 12(g) and (h); both remain
constant at 2 s. Above all, when the local load of DER brings
a large step change, the control mode of inverters in DERs can
achieve seamless switchover.

When the remote load brings a large step change at 2 s
(initially, the remote load is 20 Ω, and a 3 Ω resistor is added
to the remote load at 2 s), if the grid is strong (i.e., Zg in Fig. 1
is zero), the d-axis grid current igd1 and capacitor voltage vCd1

of the inverter in master DER1 remain constant. If the grid is
weak (i.e., Zg in Fig. 1 is 3.5 mH), simulation results of igd1,
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TABLE III
SIMULATION PARAMETERS

vCd1, the output of the d-axis limiter, and the d-axis capacitor
voltage reference are illustrated in Fig. 13(a)–(d), which is in
accordance with the theoretical analysis. Similarly, the grid
current fluctuates at 2 s but returns to its reference quickly; see
Fig.13(e); and the capacitor voltage is always controlled within
the allowed range, as shown in Fig. 13(f). Therefore, when the
remote load brings a large step change, the control mode of
inverters in DERs can also achieve seamless switchover.

The second simulation is conducted to verify that if the grid
is heavily polluted by the harmonics, the SOGI-QSGs can be
used in the FLL block to improve the FLL’s performance. In
the GC state, the 7th harmonic voltage with an amplitude of
10 V is added to the grid voltage at 2.2 s. As shown in Fig. 14,
the angular frequency produced by the original FLL fluctuates
heavily, while the fluctuation of angular frequency produced by
the SOGI-QSG-based FLL decreases a lot.

V. EXPERIMENTAL VERIFICATION

To investigate the effectiveness of the universal controller, an
experimental platform is established, as illustrated in Fig. 15.
Experimental parameters are listed in Table IV.

The three-phase inverter has no neutral point; therefore, the
line-to-line voltage is measured using a Tektronix DPO4014
oscilloscope. The MG platform includes four DERs, remote
inductor and resistor loads, and an electrical load and grid simu-
lator. The internal structure of the DER includes three layers: the
three-phase inverter MWINV-9R144 and its I/O control board
are in the top layer; the dc source, LC filters and switches are in
the middle layer; and the transfer switch, line impedance, line
impedance short-circuit switches, local load, and cooling fans
are placed in the bottom layer.

The first experiment is conducted to verify the effectiveness of
the proposed universal controller, which can realize the seamless
transfer of parallel inverters with guaranteed uninterruptible
load voltage during the state transition. Power sharing can be
achieved among parallel inverters in the SA state. Three DERs
are used in the first experiment: DER1 and DER2 operate with

Fig. 13. Simulation results of master DER1 when the remote active load brings
a large step increase at 2 s (a) d-axis grid current igd1. (b) d-axis capacitor voltage
vCd1. (c) Output of the d-axis limiter in grid current loop. (d) d-axis capacitor
voltage reference vCdref1. (e) Phase A grid current iga1. (f) Phase A capacitor
voltage vCa1.
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Fig. 14. Simulation waveforms of angular frequency produced by original
FLL (blue line) and SOGI-QSG-based FLL (red line).

Fig. 15. Experimental platform. (a) Diagram. (b) Photograph.

TABLE IV
EXPERIMENTAL PARAMETERS

Fig. 16. Experimental results of the capacitor voltage and grid current of DER1
and DER2 with the universal controller. (a) In the GC state. (b) During the
transition from GC state to SA state. (c) In the SA state. (d) During the transition
from SA state to GC state.

the universal controller, and DER3 is based on PQ control, as
shown in Fig. 15(b). Experimental results are shown in Fig. 16.

The experimental scenario throughout the operating process
is as follows.

1) Initially, the grid is normal, and the MG is connected to
the grid.
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Fig. 17. Experimental results of DER1 and DER2 with the universal controller
in the whole operation process (a) d- and q- axes grid currents. (b) d- and q-axes
capacitor voltages.

2) At time t1, the grid simulator stops outputting to indicate
that the grid is broken, and Su turns OFF.

3) At time t2, islanding is confirmed and the transfer switch
Si turns OFF.

4) At time t3, the grid simulator restarts outputting to indicate
that the grid has been restored, and Su is turned ON. At the
same time, vod switches from Vd0 to vdi and voq switches
from Vq0 to vqi.

5) At time t4, the transfer switchSi is turned ON. Presynchro-
nization of the PCC voltage of the MG and grid voltage is
completed during period t3–t4.

As shown in Fig. 16(a), DER1 and DER2 operate in CCMs
before t1. The magnitude of the grid current is 5 A and follows
its reference value (igdref = 5 A, igqref = 0 A). During period
t1–t2, the capacitor voltage quality is guaranteed during the
transition from the GC state to SA state, as depicted in Fig. 16(b).

In the SA state, DER1 and DER2 are based on vC–ig droop
control to provide voltage support. Because the line impedances
are identical, real and reactive power are shared equally between
the DERs, as shown in Fig. 16(c). No apparent inrush current
or voltage distortion manifests during the reconnection process
from the SA state to GC state; see Fig. 16(d).

Experimental results of the d- and q-axes capacitor voltages
and grid currents of DER1 and DER2 are depicted in Fig. 17.
Due to the oscilloscope channel limitation, the waveforms of
grid current are shown in Fig. 17(a) first, and then the wave-
forms of capacitor voltage are shown in Fig. 17(b). The d- and
q-axes components are the output analog signals of controller
DSP28335.

Fig. 18. Experimental results of DER1 and DER2 with the universal controller.
(a) d-axis, q-axis, and Phase C grid currents in the GC state. (b) d- and q-axes
capacitor voltages in the SA state.

The relationship between igd and analog signal is: 0–10 A
correspond to 0–5 V, and the relationship between igq and analog
signal is: –5–5 A correspond to 0–5 V. The relationship between
vCd and analog signal is: 121.4–161.4 V correspond to 0–5 V,
and the relationship between vCq and analog signal is: –15–15 V
correspond to 0–5 V. In the GC state (before time t1), the d- and
q-axes grid currents igd1,2 and igq1,2 are 3 and 0 A, respectively,
and follow their references (igdref = 3 A, igqref = 0 A). The
d-axis capacitor voltage vCd1,2 increases at t1 due to the decline
in igd1,2; vCq1,2 also increases at t1 because of the coupling
caused by resistive and inductive line impedance. When the MG
reconnects with grid at t4, the d- and q-axes capacitor voltages
and grid currents return to their original values before time t1.

In the GC state, as illustrated in Fig. 18(a), when the d-axis
grid current reference igdref changes from 2 to 3 A, and igqref
changes from 0 to –1 A at t1, the actual grid current of the
inverter can follow the change accurately. In the SA state, as
shown in Fig. 18(b), when the remote load changes from 20 to
10 Ω at t2, vCd1 and vCd2 decline due to the increase in igd1 and
igd2; vCq1 and vCq2 increase because of the coupling. When the
remote load changes conversely at t3, the d- and q-axes capacitor
voltages return to their original values.

In the SA state, as illustrated in Fig. 19(a), when the grid
returns to normal at t1, the control switches S1 and S2 in Fig. 5
connect with Channel 1. The output of integrator ωcomp and
Vd_comp change to regulate the output voltage frequency and
amplitude of inverters in DER1 and DER2. The relationship
between ωcomp and analog signal is: –1–1 rad/s correspond to
0–5 V, and the relationship between Vd_comp and analog signal
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Fig. 19. Experimental results during the reconnection process. (a) Output of
integrator in pre-synchronization control block. (b) Amplitude and phase angle
of MG PCC voltage and grid voltage.

is: –5–5 V correspond to 0–5 V. The amplitude and phase-angle
of the PCC voltage of the MG and the grid voltage during the
reconnection process are illustrated in Fig. 19(b). It is easy to find
that the amplitude and phase-angle are each getting closer. The
relationship between VPCC_amp (Vgrid_amp) and analog signal
is: 121.4–161.4 V correspond to 0–5 V, and the relationship
between θPCC (θgrid) and analog signal is: 0–7.5 rad correspond
to 0–5 V.

The second experiment is conducted to verify that compared
with droop control, the proposed controller can regulate the
grid current accurately and output constant power when the grid
voltage fluctuates in the GC state. Experimental results appear
in Fig. 20.

In the first case, DER1 and DER2 are based on droop control,
and DER3 is based on PQ control. In the second case, DER1
and DER2 operate via the universal controller, and DER3 is
based on PQ control. In the GC state, when the gird fre-
quency drops from 50 to 49.95 Hz at t1, the grid current of
DER1 increases substantially under traditional droop control
(pink line), as shown in Fig. 20(a), thus triggering inverter
protection. However, the grid current of DER1 remains con-
stant with the universal controller (green line), as shown in
Fig. 20(b).

The third experiment is conducted to verify that when the
grid voltage includes harmonic in the GC state, compared with
the inverter based on droop control, grid current harmonics can
be mitigated and the grid current quality of the inverter with the
proposed controller can be improved. Experimental results are
depicted in Fig. 21.

Fig. 20. Capacitor voltage and grid current of DER1 when the grid voltage
frequency changes from 50 to 49.95 Hz at t1 in the GC state. (a) Conventional
droop control. (b) Proposed control method.

Similarly, for the first time, DER1 and DER2 are based on
droop control, and DER3 is based on PQ control. For the second
time, DER1 and DER2 operate with the universal controller, and
DER3 is based on PQ control. In the GC state, the 7th harmonic
voltage with an amplitude of 5 V is added to the grid voltage
at time t1. As shown in Fig. 21(a) and (b), the grid current is
distorted and includes harmonics with traditional droop control
(pink line). As shown in Fig. 21(c), the grid current is also
distorted at t1 with the proposed universal controller. However,
after some time, harmonics in the grid current are regulated to
zero, and the grid current approximates a pure sinusoidal wave,
as indicated in Fig. 21(d).

The fourth experiment is also conducted to verify that when
the grid voltage includes harmonics in the GC state, harmonics
in the grid current can be mitigated by the proposed controller.
Experimental results appear in Fig. 22. As the 7th harmonic grid
voltage amplitude increases, the corresponding grid current am-
plitude of the inverter based on droop control increases clearly,
whereas the 7th harmonic grid current amplitude of the inverter
based on the proposed controller is suppressed.

The fifth experiment is conducted to verify that in the SA
state, capacitor voltage harmonics caused by nonlinear loads
connected at the PCC can be suppressed by the proposed con-
troller. An uncontrolled rectifier load is connected at the PCC,
and the capacitor voltage mainly includes –5th, 7th, –11th, and
13th harmonics. Experimental result is presented in Fig. 22. As
shown in Fig. 23(a) and (c), the –5th and 7th harmonics in the
capacitor voltage of the inverter based on droop control are large.
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Fig. 21. Capacitor voltage and grid current of DER1 when the seventh har-
monic voltage is added in the grid voltage at t1 in the GC state. (a) Waveforms
of droop control-based inverter at t1. (b) Waveforms of droop control-based
inverter after t1. (c) Waveforms of inverter with universal controller at t1.
(d) Waveforms of inverter with universal controller after t1.

Fig. 22. Grid current harmonic of inverter based on droop control and proposed
control with the increasing of seventh harmonic grid voltage amplitude.

Fig. 23. Experimental results in the SA state with nonlinear load. (a) Capacitor
voltage and grid current of inverter based on droop control. (b) Capacitor voltage
and grid current of inverter with proposed controller. (c) THD of capacitor
voltage of inverter based on droop control. (d) THD of capacitor voltage of
inverter with proposed controller.

Yet, the universal controller can mitigate these harmonics in the
capacitor voltage, as shown in Fig. 23(b) and (d).

The sixth experiment is conducted to verify that the proposed
controller can achieve seamless switchover no matter the local
load or the remote load brings a large step change in the GC
state. The relationship between vCd and analog signal is: 0–
200 V correspond to 0–5 V, and the relationship between iLd

and analog signal is: 0–20 A correspond to 0–5 V. As shown
in Fig. 24, when the local load or remote load changes from no
load to 20 Ω at t1, the capacitor voltage has some oscillations,
but it is always controlled within the allowed range. The grid
current fluctuates slightly but it can return to its reference (3 A)
quickly.

The last experiment is conducted to verify the function of
current limitation term in Fig. 2(c). When the grid is broken at
t1 and the local critical load of DER1 changes from no load
to 10 Ω at t2, if there is no current limitation term, the output
current amplitude of the inverter can reach 9.3 A, as shown
in Fig. 25(a). It is assumed that the allowed maximum output
current amplitude of the inverter is 7 A. If the current limitation
term is adopted, the output current amplitude of the inverter is
controlled within 7 A, as shown in Fig. 25(b).



9810 IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON POWER ELECTRONICS, VOL. 35, NO. 9, SEPTEMBER 2020

Fig. 24. Experimental results of DER1 when the load brings a large step
change in the GC state. (a) Local load change. (b) Remote load change.

Fig. 25. Experimental results of DER1 when the grid is broken at t1 and the
local critical load brings a large increase at t2. (a) Without current limitation
term. (b) With current limitation term.

VI. CONCLUSION

A universal controller under different operating states for
parallel inverters is proposed, which can achieve different goals
in the GC state and SA state and ensure seamless transfer
between these states. By implementing such a controller, the
need to switch between two sets of controllers can be avoided.
In the GC state, the proposed controller can realize accurate grid
current regulation of the inverter. When islanding occurs, the
proposed controller can automatically convert from grid current
control to vC–ig-based droop control; islanding detection is thus
unnecessary.

The advantages of this universal controller are multifold.
First, it can realize seamless transfer of parallel inverters. The
reliability of MG can therefore be guaranteed in the SA state, and
power sharing can be achieved among parallel inverters without
communication lines. Second, compared with droop control, the
proposed controller can regulate the grid current accurately and
output constant power when the grid voltage fluctuates in the
GC state. Lastly, grid current harmonics in the GC state and
capacitor voltage harmonics in the SA state can be effectively
mitigated.

APPENDIX

See Fig. 26.

Fig. 26. (a) SOGI-QSG-based FLL block. (b) Second-order generalized
integrator—quadrature signal generator (SOGI-QSG).
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