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Operational Analyses and Control Scheme of
Nine-Arm Modular Multilevel Converter

Futian Qin
and Chenghui Zhang

Abstract—Nine-arm modular multilevel converter (9A-MMC)
can be applied in many medium-/high-voltage applications with
two sets of three-phase terminals, such as medium-voltage dual-
motor drives and unified power flow controller, to replace two
conventional modular multilevel converters for reducing the vol-
ume and cost. This article thoroughly investigated the operational
principle of 9A-MMC, and proposed a unique operational mode
that the number of submodules in each arm can be a variable.
The mathematical model of 9A-MMC and steady-state analyses of
capacitor voltage fluctuations and circulating current were studied
in this article as well. Subsequently, a complete control scheme
of 9A-MMC, including capacitor voltage balancing control and
circulating current suppression control is systematically presented.
Finally, the simulation and experimental results verified the perfor-
mance of 9A-MMC and the effectiveness of the presented control
methods.

Index Terms—Capacitor voltage fluctuations, circulating cur-
rent, nine-arm modular multilevel converter (9A-MMC), variable
submodule (SM) number.

I. INTRODUCTION

ODULAR multilevel converter (MMC) has become
Mthe most attractive multilevel topology in medium-/
high-voltage applications, such as high-voltage direct current
transmission systems [1]-[3], flexible ac transmission systems
[4]-[6], medium-voltage motor drives [7], [8], etc., since it was
first proposed in [9] and [10], due to its prominent advantages
of modularity, scalability, and superior harmonic performance.

In medium-/high-voltage applications, there are some appli-
cations including two sets of three-phase terminals, such as
medium-voltage dual-motor drives, unified power flow con-
troller, where two conventional MMCs are usually employed
[6], [11]. Fortunately, it is possible to integrate two MMCs into
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one compact nine-arm MMC (9A-MMC) with dual ports to
minimize the system footprint and cost [12]-[15], being similar
to the integration principle of nine-switch converter [16], [17].

9A-MMC was first proposed in [12], where the dc side of
submodules (SMs) was replaced by dc sources to simplify
the control scheme design. So, the circulating current suppres-
sion control (CCSC) and capacitor voltage balancing control
(CVBC), which are two critical issues in MMC, were not
considered in [12]. In [13]-[15], 9A-MMC was applied to
power medium-voltage six-phase induction motors. The control
scheme of 9A-MMC in [13] and [15] is a simple open-loop
control, and only CVBC realized by sorting methods was in-
cluded, while the CCSC for 9A-MMC was not investigated.
Although circulating current suppression was considered in [14],
the method of attenuating circulating current is realized by
adding extra hardware devices (two parallel resonant filters for
each leg) and only second-order harmonics of circulating current
was suppressed. Itis obvious that this method is at the expense of
increased component counts and system losses. Moreover, only
the operation state that the amplitude of two output terminals
is equal and phase shift between two terminals is fixed at 30°
or 60° was taken into account in [13]-[15]. And the number of
SMs in each arm of 9A-MMC presented in [12]-[15] is equal
and invariable, which is identical to the design of conventional
MMC, where the upper and lower arms are symmetrical [18].

However, the upper, middle, and lower arms of 9A-MMC
do not have to be symmetrical in implementation, because the
amplitudes and relative phase angle of upper and lower output
terminals in 9A-MMC can be different. Such unique opera-
tional principle has so far not been reported and investigated.
So, this article first fully studies the operational principle and
mathematical model of 9A-MMC and then proposes a complete
control scheme for 9A-MMC. Simulation and experimental
results verified the theoretical findings.

II. TOPOLOGY AND MATHEMATICAL MODEL OF 9A-MMC
A. Topology of 9A-MMC

As illustrated in Fig. 1, the conventional solution for the
medium-/high-voltage applications with two sets of three-phase
terminals is to assume two three-phase MMCs, which are com-
posed of six legs, where each leg consists of two arms and each
arm comprises N series-connected half-bridge SMs and a series
inductor L,;,. The SMs in each arm can be individually and
selectively controlled to generate the desired sinusoidal voltage

See http://www.ieee.org/publications_standards/publications/rights/index.html tor more intormation.
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Fig. 1. Topology of the conventional modular multilevel converters (MMC)

for powering two loads.

and the arm inductor can suppress the fault current rising rate
and the high-frequency components in arm current [19].

Comparatively, 9A-MMC can be deemed as a combination
of two conventional MMCs with double function middle arms,
and it is topologically similar to the nine-switch converter. As
shown in Fig. 2, 9A-MMC consists of three legs, and each leg is
formed by three arms, where k1, ks, and k3 represent the number
of SMs in upper, middle, and lower arms, respectively, L,, and L
are arm inductors in upper and lower arm with L,, = L, and the
half-bridge SM is also employed. Being different, the number
of SMs in upper, middle, and lower arms can be unequal, and
only upper and lower arms equip with arm inductors.

B. Mathematical Model of 9A-MMC

The simplified equivalent model of three-phase 9A-MMC is
shown in Fig. 3, where the SMs are considered as the controlled
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Fig. 2. Topology of nine-arm modular multilevel converter (9A-MMC).

Fig. 3. Equivalent model of 9A-MMC.

voltage sources and the voltage of each arm is the combination
of these controlled voltage sources. According to the equivalent
model, the mathematical expression of upper, middle, and lower
arms’ voltages and currents in j (j = a, b, or ¢) phase can be
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obtained as follows:

1
uy; = §k1Uc — Ujm (1
1
Upyg = §k2Uc + Ujm — Ujn (2)
1
Ur; = §k3Uc + Ujn (3)
. . 1 . )
wj=%j+§@ﬂ+%ﬂ) 4
. . 1 )
inj = tzg = 5 (01— 1y2) ©)
. . 1 . )
irj =iz = 5(i1 + ij2) (©)

where ugj, uar;, and ur; are the upper, middle, and lower arm
voltages of j phase, while iy ;, 257, and i 1, ; are the upper, middle,
and lower arm currents of j phase, U.. is the rated SM capacitor
voltage, k1, ko, and k3 are the number of SMs in upper, middle,
and lower arms, %y, %;p, 251, and i;o are the upper and lower
output voltages and currents of j phase, i.; is the circulating
current of j phase. Based on (1)—(3), the relationships between
arm voltages and output voltages can be derived as follows:

i = Upj + UL — UU; B kg-l—kg—klUc )
2 4
Ujn = Urj; — Upmy — UUy _ k3_k2—k1Uc. (8)
2 4
The dc-side voltage can be derived as follows:
k14 ko + kK
Use = 2500, ©)

According to (4) and (6), the circulating current of j phase can
be expressed as follows:
i,y = Gui i) (10)
2
C. Steady-State Analyses of Capacitor Voltage Fluctuations
and Circulating Current

Taking phase A as an example, the upper and lower output
phase voltages and currents of 9A-MMC can be assumed to be
as follows:

Uam (1) = Uq1 sin (wi) (11)
Uan (t) = ugo sin (wt + 0) (12)
a1 (t) = i1 sin (wt — 1) (13)
ian(t) = gz sin (Wt + 0 — o) (14)

where u,1 and u,9 are the amplitude of upper and lower output
phase voltages, while i, and 7, are the amplitude of upper and
lower output currents, 6 is the phase shift between two output
voltages, 1 and (o are the power factor angle of upper and
lower output terminals.

Ideally, 7; only consists of dc component, and its ac compo-
nents should be effectively mitigated by CCSC. Then, substitut-
ing i,41 and 742 in (4)—(6) by (13) and (14), the upper, middle,
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and lower arm currents of phase A can be rewritten as follows:

1 1
iva(t)==Tac + §[ia1 sin (wt — 1) + iq2 sin (wt 4+ 0 — p3)]

3
(15)
) 1 1. . .
iva(t)= gldc - §[ZQ1 sin (wt — 1) — dgo sin (wt + 0 — pa)]
(16)
. 1 1. . ..
ina(t)= gldc — §[Za1 sin (wt — 1) + iq2 sin (wt + 0 — p2)]

A7)

where I4. is the dc-side current. According to (1)-(3), (11)
and (12), and neglecting the high-frequency components of
switching function, the switching functions of upper, middle,
and lower arms can be defined as follows:

1
fua(t) = 3 [1 — M, sin (wt)] (18)
1 kq ks
fara(t) = 5 1+ o “L M, sin (wt) — k—Mg sin (wt + 60)] (19)
1
fra(t) = 5 [1+ M sin (wt + 0)] (20)
where M, = ‘“ and My = “[“]2 refer to the modulation ratios

of upper and lower output terminals.

The arm current will be coupled to the dc side of SMs by
switching actions. Then, the average capacitor currents in upper,
middle, and lower arms can be determined as follows:

7:(:_Ua( ) fU(L( )ZU(L( ) - ic_Ua_dc + Z.c_UrL_lz,u + ic_Ua_2w
2D
Z‘C_Ma (t) = fMa (t)i]Wa (t) = ic_Ma_dC + Z'c_]\la_lw + ic_IMa_2w
(22)
icﬁLa( ) fLa( )ZLa( ) - ic?Lafdc + icha?lcu + icﬁLa?Qw
(23)
Where Z.¢:7U¢17dc’ Z.chaflw, icha72w’ Z‘t:fMafdc’ Z1127M1171w’

icﬁ]ﬂa72w: ic?La?dc’ icha?lw» and ic?La72w are dc and ac €ompo-
nents of capacitor currents in upper, middle, and lower arms,
respectively. Their detailed expressions are demonstrated in
Appendix A.

The capacitor will be continuously charged or discharged by
the dc component of the capacitor current. Therefore, the dc
components of the capacitor current shown in (Al), (A4), and
(A7) should be equal to O during the steady-state operation,
otherwise the capacitor voltage will increase or decrease con-
tinuously. This also indicates that the transferred active power
between the dc-side and ac-side should be equal under steady
state. The dc-side current can then be expressed as follows:

(k1 + ka)ia1 My cos (1) + (k2 + k3)iaa Mo cos (p2)
4ko

(ko —k3)ia1 Mz cos (0+p1)+ (ke — k1 )iaa M cos(0 — p2)

4ko '

Idc =

+

(24)

The capacitor voltage fluctuations can be easily calculated
by integrating corresponding ac components in the capacitor
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current, and the capacitor voltages in upper, middle, and lower
arms can then be calculated as follows:

1
uc_Ua(t) =Ue + 5 /iC_Ua(t) dt

= Uc_de + Ue_Ua_1lw T Ue_Ua_2w (25)
e ma(t) = Uco + é /icha(t) dt

= Uc_de T Ue_Ma_1w + Ue_Ma_2w (26)
Ue La(t) = Ueo + é /ic,La(t) dt

= Uc_de + Ue_La_1w + Ue_La_2w 27

where Ue Ua_1ws Ue_Ua_2ws We_Ma_lws be_Ma_2ws Ue_La_lws and
Ue_LLa_2w are the capacitor voltage fluctuations in upper, middle,
and lower arms, respectively, whose detailed expressions are
shown in Appendix B.

In conventional MMC, fundamental-frequency capacitor volt-
age fluctuations in upper and lower arms are with the same ampli-
tude but opposite phase, while their double-frequency capacitor
voltage fluctuations are with the same phase and amplitude
[20], [21]. As shown in Appendix B, although capacitor voltage
fluctuations in 9A-MMC are still composed of fundamental-,
and double-frequency components, the same regularity as the
conventional MMC is no longer observed. In 9A-MMC, the
fundamental-frequency capacitor voltage fluctuations in upper
and lower arms are still with the opposite phase but differ-
ent amplitude, while their double-frequency capacitor voltage
fluctuations are with the same phase and different amplitude.
Besides the analysis for upper and lower arms, the capacitor
voltage fluctuations in middle arm are formed by fundamental-,
and double-frequency components as well.

The output voltage of SM can be obtained by multiplying the
corresponding capacitor voltage with switching function, and
the arm voltage is the summation of these SMs’ output voltages,
which can be given as follows:

Uy (t) = krusm_va(t) = ki fua(t)te_va(t) (28)
Unma(t) = kousm ma(t) = ko frra () ue ma(t) (29)
Ura(t) = ksusm_ra(t) = k3fra(t)ue_ra(t) (30)

where ugnm 74, UsM_Mas and ugn_ 1, are the output voltages of
SMs in upper, middle, and lower arms.

The voltage ripples of one leg in conventional MMC are the
difference between the voltage of one leg and dc-side, which can
generate the circulating current [21]. While, the voltage ripples
of one leg in 9A-MMC can be expressed as follows:

(k1 + ko + k3)

2 Ue

uunba(t) = ['LLUa (t) + Upa (t) + ULa(t)] —

= Uleg 1w T Uleg 2w T Uleg 3w 3D

where Ujeg 10 Uleg 20> and Ujeq 3., are the voltage ripples of
one leg in 9A-MMC, whose detailed expressions are shown in
Appendix C.
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It has been proved that the voltage ripples of one leg in
conventional MMC consist of only even-frequency fluctua-
tion components, so its circulating current just consists of
even-frequency harmonics, in which the second-order negative-
sequence harmonic is the major component [20], [21]. As
expressed in (31), the voltage ripples of one leg in 9A-MMC
consist of fundamental-, double-, and triple-frequency compo-
nents. Therefore, there are fundamental-, double-, and triple-
frequency components in circulating current of 9A-MMC.

The aforementioned analyses are derived based on the ideal
condition that ac components of circulating current are neglected
and only dc component is considered. If the ac components of
circulating current are initially assumed to exist in arm current,
and repeating the above analysis process, it can be obtained
that circulating current in 9A-MMC contains both odd- and
even-frequency components, where the fundamental-, double-,
and triple-frequency harmonic components are dominant. The
nth-order harmonic components in circulating current can be
calculated by nth-order voltage ripple in one leg, which can be
expressed as follows:

uanj (t>

— _unbi ) 2
2L ©2)

Then, the whole circulating current in 9A-MMC can be ex-
pressed as follows:

izj *Idc -+ ZZ
.(n)

where i ;" and ., are the amplitude and phase angle of nth-
order harmonic circulating current.

The above analyses are established by assuming the operation
frequencies of two sets of output terminals are identical. When
9A-MMC operates under the different frequency mode, the ca-
pacitor voltage fluctuations and the voltage ripples of one phase
leg can still be derived by repeating the above analysis process,
whose detailed expressions are shown in Appendixes D and E,
respectively. It is shown that the capacitor voltage fluctuations
in upper arm contain wi, wo, 2wi, and (we £ wi) frequency
components, the capacitor voltage fluctuations in middle arm
contain wi, we, 2w, 2ws, and (wy £ w1 ) frequency components,
and the capacitor voltage fluctuations in lower arm contain wi,
wa, 2wo, and (we + wq) frequency components. As the voltage
ripples of one phase leg contain w1, wa, 2wi, 2ws, 3wi, 3wa,
(w2 £ w1), (w2 £ 2w1), and (2w, + w1) frequency components,
the harmonic components of circulating current would also
contain w1y, wa, 2w, 2wa, 3w, 3ws, (Wa £ wi), (we & 2wy),
and (2ws + wy) frequency components. Besides, the different
frequency operation mode will need more SMs for the middle
arm, which will make the advantage of 9A-MMC not obvious.
Therefore, the different frequency operation mode of 9A-MMC
will not be elaborated in this article.

sin (nwt + @.y,) (33)

III. OPERATIONAL ANALYSES OF 9A-MMC

The one phase configuration of 9A-MMC is shown in Fig. 4
for easy analysis, where identically constructed half-bridge SMs
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Fig. 4. Illustration of one phase 9A-MMC.

are used in each arm to generate the multilevel stepped wave-
forms. According to the operational principle of half-bridge SM,
its output voltage is either O or the capacitor voltage U.., which
depends on the states of its upper and lower switches. The arm
voltage is formed by these SMs’ output voltage, so the range of
upper arm voltage is from O to k1 U, the middle arm voltage is
from O to koU,, and the lower arm voltage is from O to k3U..
To generate the desired three-phase output voltage, the arm
voltage should be controlled to follow a proper reference volt-
age. By adopting the phase-shifted carrier-based pulsewidth
modulation (PSC-PWM), the number of SMs inserted into per
arm can be determined, and Fig. 5 demonstrates the change of
the activated SMs’ number and output voltage level with the
variations of arm reference voltage. For ease of understanding,
the case that k; = ko = k3 = 4 is considered. The modulation
ratios of upper and lower output terminal are set as 1.0 and 0.8,
and phase shift between two output terminals is fixed at 60°.

A. Operation Range Analyses of 9A-MMC

The upper, middle, and lower arm reference voltages can be
calculated by (1)—(3), and the normalized arm reference voltage
of phase A can be expressed as follows:

wpa(t) = % [ — My sin (wt)] (34)
Upa(t) = 1 1+ ﬁM1 sin (wt) — @Mg sin (wt + 0)
2 k}Q k2
(35)
wpa(t) = % 1+ My sin (wf + 0)]. (36)
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Fig. 5. (a) Modulation references and triangular signals with My = 1.0,

Mo = 0.8, 60 = 60°, and N = 4. (b) Number of SMs inserted into upper, middle,
and lower arms. (c¢) Upper and lower output voltages.

According to the operational principle analyses of 9A-MMC,
the upper, middle, and lower arm voltages are unipolar, and they
are always positive. Hence, the arm reference voltage must be
positive at any time. If this condition is not abided, the transferred
active power between ac-side and dc-side will be unbalanced,
and the capacitor voltage will increase or decrease continuously.
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between maximum M7 and M2 when @ is fixed at 80°. (c) Variations of maximum
M = My = Mo with 0 changes from 0° to 180°.

Eventually, the normal operation of 9A-MMC will collapse.
Equations (34) and (36) are always positive at any instant,
because the range of both M; and M, is from O to 1. As for
standard 9A-MMC which uses the same number of SMs in each
arm, (35) is not always positive, and can be negative sometimes,
which depends on the value of M7, M5, and 6. This means that
the operation range of standard 9A-MMC will be limited.

To directly illustrate the reasonable operation range of stan-
dard 9A-MMC, the three-dimensional (3-D) curves of maxi-
mum M7, Ms, and € are shown in Fig. 6(a). For clarity, the
corresponding 2-D curves between maximum M; and Ms is
shown in Fig. 6(b), when 6 is set as 80°. Furthermore, to show
the influence of 0, the variations of maximum M = M, = M
and 6 are shown in Fig. 6(c). As shown in Fig. 6, the values of
maximum M1, Ms, and 0 cannot be set arbitrarily, and there are
strict restrictions among them. However, considering the number
of SMs in three arms can be variable and different, the limitation
to the operation range of standard 9A-MMC can be eliminated.
Because, for specific M1, M5, and 0, (35) can always be positive
by elaborately selecting the value of k;, k2, and k3.
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Fig. 7. Relationships among k1, k2, and k3 under the different phase shift 6.

B. Principle of Determining ky, ks, and kg

In principle, k; depends on the amplitude of upper output
terminal and the rated voltage of SM capacitor, while k3 depends
on the amplitude of lower output terminal and the rated voltage
of SM capacitor. They can be calculated as follows:

ki = ceil [QZ‘”} (37)
2
ks = ceil [ Z“Q} (38)

where ceil is the top integral function. Being different, ko de-
pends on not only the amplitude of both upper and lower output
terminals but also the phase shift between upper and lower
output. So, ko can be expressed as follows:

ko = ceil |:\/{k1M1 — k3 M5 cos (0)}2 + {k3M2 sin (9)}2

(39)

For convenience of analysis, the case that the number of SMs

in upper and lower arms is equal to k is taken as a criterion, and

the 3-D curves of variations among k1, k2, and k3 under different
phase shift  is shown in Fig. 7.

IV. CONTROL SCHEME OF 9A-MMC

The whole control diagram of 9A-MMC is illustrated in Fig. 8,
which is mainly composed of CVBC and CCSC. Moreover, the
decoupled voltage control is adopted to generate the fundamen-
tal modulation reference.

There are various modulation methods suitable for conven-
tional MMC. Among different modulation techniques, PSC-
PWDM s developed to generate switching signals for 9A-MMCin
this article, due to its capacitor voltage self-balancing capability
and high effective switching frequency [22], [23]. In PSC-PWM
technique, each SM is controlled independently, and in total k1,
ko, ks triangular carriers with phase shifted by 27n/kq, 27/ko,
27/ks for upper, middle and lower arms are required, respec-
tively. Then, the comparison between SM modulation reference
and triangular carriers produces the corresponding SM switching
signals.
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A. Capacitor Voltage Balancing Control

Capacitor voltage balancing is the primary control objective
for normal operation of 9A-MMC, and CVBC in PSC-PWM
technique is usually separated into average voltage control and
balancing voltage control [24].

1) Average Voltage Control: The average capacitor voltage in
one leg can be calculated as follows:

1
A 3(/{31 + ko + ]{33)

kl k2 k'S
X E Uei_Uj + E Uei_Mj + E Uei_M; (40)
i1 i=1 i—1

where i 75, Uei_nj, and ug;_p; are the measured ith capacitor
voltage of upper, middle, and lower arm, respectively.

Average voltage control can regulate average capacitor volt-
age in one leg, which is realized by adjusting the dc component
in circulating current. As shown in Fig. 9(a), average voltage
control has two control loops, one is outer voltage control, and
another is inner current control. In specific, the outer voltage
control can minimize the error between capacitor voltage ref-
erence U and average capacitor voltage of one leg by using a
proportional integral (PI) controller, then it gives the reference
of dc component in circulating current. The inner current control
can minimize the error between the command of dc component
in circulating current and the measured circulating current by
employing another PI controller, then it gives a compensating
signal, which will be added into the fundamental modulation
reference generated by the decoupled voltage control.

2) Balancing Voltage Control: The balancing voltage control
in PSC-PWM, which is mainly to balance the capacitor voltage
in the same arm, is usually implemented prior to the modulation
stage and distributed in each SM. As shown in Fig. 9(b), the error
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Fig. 9.
control.

Block diagram of (a) average voltage control and (b) balancing voltage

between the capacitor voltage reference U and the measured
capacitor voltage is regulated by the PI controller, then the
compensation signal for each SM can be obtained. This compen-
sation signal will be also added into the modulation reference of
each SM. Besides, the polarity of the final compensation signal
depends on the polarity of arm current.

B. Circulating Current Suppression Control

The circulating current only flows through three-phase units
without impacting the dc-side current, and it is dominated
by the negative-sequence second-order harmonics current in
conventional MMC [25], [26]. Although circulating current



QIN et al.: OPERATIONAL ANALYSES AND CONTROL SCHEME OF NINE-ARM MODULAR MULTILEVEL CONVERTER

_ Kos
s +2ws+(3w° _l

+— — ®-»

*

igifr a

L4ifra
iy,
- Laifr a
o Positive- —
» | sequence
_ abe/dq —>
Lgifrc

v

Laifr q
K +—L|—»
S i
Iqu K
O
s+2ws+(3w)

3423

Autg,

Positive- A

u
sequence —-b@—zg
dq/abe i

Fig. 10.  Block diagram of the circulating current suppression controller.

control can be regarded as secondary objective under normal
operation of MMC, if not suppressed, circulating current can
increase the peak value of arm current, which can lead to high
current stress, large converter losses, and large SM capacitor
voltage ripples [27]. Hence, the CCSC is usually included into
the whole control scheme, and CCSC in conventional MMC is
designed mainly to mitigate the second-frequency components
of circulating current. However, according to the previous
analyses, circulating current in 9A-MMC consists of both odd-
and even-frequency harmonics, where the fundamental-, double-
and, triple-frequency components are dominant. Besides,
zero-sequence components of circulating current can flow
through dc side and distort the dc-side current. Hence, CCSC
adopted in conventional MMC is no longer suitable for
9A-MMC unless several PI controllers in multiple rotating
reference frames or PR controllers in the stationary reference
frame are employed. However, such solution is complex and
will unavoidably increase the calculation burden. Therefore, a
novel CCSC method based on the proportional integral resonant
(PIR) controller is proposed to simultaneously suppress
multiple-frequency harmonic components in circulating current
of 9A-MMC. As shown in Fig. 10, the proposed CCSC method
consists of PI controller and third harmonic resonant controller.
Although resonant controller can be effectively used in the
stationary reference frame, it has the capability of compensating
two harmonics at the same time in rotating reference frames
[28]. Therefore, the PIR controller adopted in the proposed
CCSC method is plugged into rotating reference frames in order
to compensate both second-order and fourth-order harmonics.
According to the circulating currents analyses, the second-order
harmonic in circulating current is a negative-sequence current,
the third-order harmonic component is a zero-sequence current,
and the fourth-order harmonic component is a positive-sequence
current. Thus, if adopting a positive-sequence rotating reference
frames rotating at fundamental frequency, the first-order
harmonic in circulating currents can be transformed into dc
components, meanwhile second- and fourth-order harmonics

+
K.o.s
I _’_’?_’ s*+20,5+(30,)’
0

can be transformed into third-order harmonic components. So,
the designed PIR controller can synchronously suppress first-,
second-, and fourth-order harmonics in circulating current.
Another third harmonic resonant controller is used to suppress
third-order zero-sequence harmonic in circulating current.
Finally, the sum of compensation signals generated by PIR
controller only needs to be added into SM modulation reference
in upper and lower arm. Besides, because the quasi-resonant
controller can obtain wider bandwidth in the real application
in which the frequency deviation may happen [29], the quasi-
resonant controller is adopted in the proposed CCSC method.
In summary, the final modulation reference for each SM in
upper, middle, and lower arms can be expressed as follows:

Ui Uj = 5 Uj1_ret + Uej + AUci_vj — Az (41)
1 Kk ks

UiMj =g + Igu]‘uef - k;ujQJef + Uej + A n; (42)

Ui rj = 7+ Uja_ret + Uej + AUy 15 — Auyj (43)

2

where ;1 rer and wujo .oy are the upper and lower output
voltage control commands determined by the decoupled voltage
control, respectively. ucj, At vj, Auci_aj, and Aug;_r; are
the compensation signals generated by CVBC, Au.; is the
compensation signal generated by CCSC. The detailed control
diagrams of decoupled voltage control are shown in Fig. 11,
which are conventional and will not be further elaborated.

V. COMPARISONS BETWEEN 9A-MMC
AND CONVENTIONAL MMCS

The comparisons including the number of required SM, SM
capacitors, insulated gate bipolar transistors (IGBTs), diodes,
corresponding gate-drive circuits, and capacitor voltage sensors
between 9A-MMC and two conventional MMCs are investi-
gated in this section. To clearly demonstrate the advantage
of 9A-MMC for reducing components, Fig. 12 shows graphic
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Fig. 12.  Comparisons of components count between two conventional MMCs

and 9A-MMC when the modulation ratios of two sets of output terminals are
set as (a) 0.8 and 0.6, (b) 0.8 and 0.4.

comparisons of the required components between 9A-MMC and
conventional MMC under different output voltage amplitudes
and phase shift angles, where the number of required compo-
nents in two conventional MMCs is taken as the reference. In
specific, Fig. 12(a) and (b) display the comparisons when the
modulation ratios of two sets of three-phase terminals are set as
0.8 and 0.6, 0.8 and 0.4, respectively, and the phase shift angle
changes from 30° to 180°.

It is noted that the normalized comparisons shown in Fig. 12
can represent the comparative device counts of required SM,
SM capacitors, IGBTs, diodes, gate-drive circuits, or capacitor
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Fig. 13.
conventional MMC and 9A-MMC with the phase shift angle (i.e.,
numbers) variation.

Comparisons of the maximum capacitor voltage ripple between
the SM

voltage sensors. Obviously, the number of required components
in 9A-MMC can be dramatically reduced compared with two
conventional MMCs. Moreover, compared with two conven-
tional MMCs, the further reduction of required components
count in 9A-MMC can be obtained when the modulation ratios
of two sets of output terminals have the large difference.

In [21], the capacitor voltage ripples of conventional MMC
have been investigated in detail, which mainly consist of the
first- and second-order ripple components. While, the capacitor
voltage ripples of 9A-MMC can be calculated according to
(B1)—(B6) shown in Appendix B, which mainly consist of the
first- and second-order ripple components as well. Generally,
the SM capacitance is determined by the maximum capacitor
voltage ripple. Therefore, Fig. 13 shows the comparisons of the
maximum capacitor voltage ripple between conventional MMC
and 9A-MMC under different application scenarios, where only
the first- and second-order capacitor voltage ripples are taken
into account, and the maximum capacitor voltage ripple in
conventional MMC is used as the reference for comparison.

It is observed that the maximum capacitor voltage ripples of
upper and lower arms in 9A-MMC are reduced, but the maxi-
mum capacitor voltage ripple of middle arm is increased when
the modulation ratio of both upper and lower output terminal
is fixed as 0.8 and the phase shift angle between them (i.e., the
SM number) increases. Besides, the maximum capacitor voltage
ripple is constant in conventional MMC. While, the maximum
capacitor voltage ripple of 9A-MMC would be larger than that of
conventional MMC in some application scenarios as indicated in
Fig. 13. Therefore, to keep the same maximum capacitor voltage
ripple, the SM capacitance of 9A-MMC would be larger than
that of conventional MMC. This is because two sets of output
currents simultaneously flow through the arms of 9A-MMC,
however, the arm currents of conventional MMC only contain
one set of output currents.

VI. SIMULATION RESULTS

To verify the performance of 9A-MMC and the proposed con-
trol scheme, the simulation is carried out in MATLAB/Simulink
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TABLE I
SIMULATION PARAMETERS FOR 9A-MMC

Parameters Value

SM capacitor voltage U, 200V

SM capacitor C 1 mF

Fundamental frequency f° 50 Hz
Carrier frequency fc 5000 Hz

Arm inductor Lasm 2 mH
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Fig. 14.  (a) Output voltages of upper and lower terminals. (b) Output currents
of upper and lower terminals.

to power two identical inductive loads with L = 5 mH and R
= 20 Q. The dc side of 9A-MMC is connected to a pure dc
source. The key simulation parameters for 9A-MMC are listed
in Table I.

The simulation results under two different output targets
are sequentially presented. The first output target is that the
amplitude of upper and lower output terminal is respectively
set as 320 and 180 V, and the phase shift between them is set
as 60°. The second output target is that the amplitude of both
upper and lower output terminal is set as 320 V, and the phase of
lower output terminal is shifted by 80° behind the upper output
terminal. According to (37)—(39) in Section III, k1, ko, and ks
for the first output target are 4, 3, and 2, while k1, k2, and k3 for
the second output target are 4, 5, and 4.

1) Case 1. wjn, =320 V, uj, = 180 V, Af = 60°: The upper
and lower output voltages (Uam, Ubms Uem aNd Uan, Ubp, Uen)
and currents (441, @1, tc1 and 49, 1p2, .2) are shown in Fig. 14(a)
and (b). It is obvious that the upper and lower output currents
are standard sinusoidal waveforms with the THD of 0.64% and
1.29%, respectively. Fig. 15 presents the upper, middle, and
lower arm voltages with k1 = 4, ko = 3, ks = 2. The circulating
currents (4.4, 12p, 15.) Without and with CCSC are shown in
Fig. 16(a), and the corresponding spectrum of circulating cur-
rents in phase A without and with CCSC are shown in Fig. 16(b).
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circulating currents in phase A without and with CCSC.

Comparing the circulating currents without and with CCSC
in Fig. 16(a), the peak-to-peak ripple of circulating current is
reduced from 15 to 1.3 A. And according to the spectrum of
circulating currents without CCSC shown in Fig. 16(b), the
fundamental-, double-, and triple-frequency components are
dominant in circulating currents, which is consistent with the
mathematical analyses. As shown in the bottom of Fig. 16(b),



3426

L iy

i Without CCSC |

—
=R

—
S

Arm (‘u}'rent (A)
ey

“10F i
30l With CCSC |
1.0 1.01 1.02 1.03 1.04 1.05
Time (s)
Fig. 17.  Arm currents in phase A without and with CCSC.
230
- Upper Arm Lower Arm B
~210¢ ¥

g

r %
- Middle Arm

L Upper Arm Lower Arm 4
¥

~
[
=

Capacitor Voltage (V
3
S

g

170 With CCSC |
1.0 1.02 1.04 1.06 1.08 1.1
Time (s)
Fig. 18.  Capacitor voltages in upper, middle, and lower arm without and with

CCSC.

it is observed that the dominant harmonic components of cir-
culating current are suppressed effectively by the proposed
CCSC method. Fig. 17 displays the arm currents (iyq, ¢n7q,
i1q) Without and with CCSC. It can be seen that the distortion
of arm currents shown in the bottom of Fig. 17 is mitigated by
CCSC. Also, all capacitor voltages in upper, middle, and lower
arms shown in Fig. 18 are balanced at 200 V as expected, which
is benefited from the CVBC method in this article. The dc-side
current (/4. ) without and with CCSC are shown in Fig. 19(a), and
the corresponding spectrum of /4. without and with CCSC are
shown in Fig. 19(b). Due to the existence of circulating currents,
I3 shown in the top of Fig. 19(a) is distorted. The spectrum
of 14, without CCSC shows that /4. consists of zero-sequence
circulating currents, such as 3th-, 6th-, and 9th-order harmonics,
while the distortion of /4. can be mitigated by the CCSC method
presented in this article as shown in Fig. 19(a) and (b).

2) Case 2. wjpmm = 320V, uj, = 320V, Af = 80°: Fig. 20(a)
records the upper and lower output voltages (Ugm, Upm, Uem
and u,y, Upn, Uepn), meanwhile Fig. 20(b) shows the upper and
lower output currents (441, 251, te1 and 249, 1p2, ic2). It is shown
that 9A-MMC can also output perfect waveforms under this
output target. The upper, middle, and lower arm voltages with
ki = 4, ko =5, ks = 4 are shown in Fig. 21. The circulating
currents (4,4, ¢.p, i2.) Without and with CCSC are displayed
in Fig. 22(a), and Fig. 22(b) presents the spectrum of the
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corresponding circulating current without and with CCSC. It can
be observed that the harmonics components of circulating cur-
rents are well suppressed. As shown in Fig. 23, the distortion of
arm currents (¢¢7, 2,7, ¢1,) with CCSCis significantly reduced due
to the absence of circulating current harmonic components. The
capacitor voltages in upper, middle, and lower arms are shown in
Fig. 24, and all capacitor voltages can be kept balanced around
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As shown in Fig. 26, a scale-down three-phase prototype of ®

9A-MMC has been built to further validate the performance of  Fig. 25.  (a) DC-side current without and with CCSC. (b) Spectrum of dc-side
9A-MMC and the proposed control scheme. The control scheme  current without and with CCSC.
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TABLE II

EXPERIMENTAL PARAMETERS FOR 9A-MMC

Parameters Value

SM capacitor voltage U. 50V
SM capacitor C 520 pF

Fundamental frequency f 50 Hz
Carrier frequency fc 5000 Hz

Arm inductor Lapm 2 mH

Output filter inductor L 5 mH

Loads R 30 Q

is implemented in a controller consisting of a TMS320F28335
DSP plus two XC3S500E-4PQG208C field programmable gate
arrays (FPGAs). The DSP is used to read external AD results
and perform most of calculation. Finally, it will provide the
modulation reference of each SM. Meanwhile, one FPGA is
used to control external AD to obtain the arm currents, capacitor
voltages and output status of 9A-MMC, and the other FPGA is
used to carry out modulation and send PWM signals for each
SM. The detailed experimental parameters are listed in Table II.

Fig. 27 displays the upper and lower output voltages and
currents in phase A under two different output targets. The first
output target is that the amplitude of upper output terminal is set
as 80 V, while the amplitude of lower output terminal is set as
60 V. The phase shift between upper and lower output terminal is
set as 60°. The second output target is that the amplitude of both
upper and lower output terminals is set as 70 V, and the phase of
lower output terminal is shifted by 80° behind the upper output
terminal. Besides, according to (37)—(39), k1, ko, and k3 for the
first output target are 4, 3, and 3, and k1, k2, and k3 for the second
output target are 3, 4, and 3. As shown in Fig. 27, 9A-MMC
can output the desired waveforms according to different output
targets.

Fig. 28 shows the capacitor voltages in upper, middle, and
lower arm and dc-side current. The waveforms in Fig. 28(a) is
under the first output target, and the waveforms in Fig. 28(b)
is under the second output target. As shown in Fig. 28, the
capacitor voltages in each arm can maintain balanced around
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the capacitor voltage reference, and the harmonic components
of dc-side current are successfully mitigated by CCSC method
in this article.

Fig. 29 shows the currents in upper, middle, and lower arms
and circulating current in phase A. The waveforms under the
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above output targets are respectively displayed in Fig. 29(a)
and (b). As shown in Fig. 29, the arm currents without CCSC
are distorted. It is obvious that the circulating current can be
effectively suppressed by the proposed CCSC method, and the
distortion of arm currents is reduced as well.

The experimental results of output voltages and currents
in phase A, arm voltages, capacitor voltages, and circulating
current are shown in Fig. 30(a)—(c), respectively, where the
converter output changes from one state that the amplitude of
both upper and lower output is 70 V and the phase shift angle
between them is 60° to another state that the amplitudes of upper
and lower output are set as 80 and 50 V, and the phase shift angle
between them is still 60°. Meanwhile, the SM numbers of upper,
middle, and lower arms change from 3, 3, and 3 to 4, 3, and 2.

In addition, for evaluating the dynamic output performance
of 9A-MMC, the amplitude of both upper and lower output
voltage is set as 70 V and the phase shift angle between them
is fixed as 60°, but the upper load changes from 30 to 20 €,
and the lower load remains unchanged. Fig. 31 presents the
experimental results of the output voltages and currents in phase
A, arm voltages, capacitor voltages, and circulating current,
respectively.

Itis noted that the experimental results are consistent with the
theoretical analysis, and validate the unique operation modes of
9A-MMC and the proposed control scheme.
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Fig. 30.  Experimental results of (a) output voltages and currents in phase A,
(b) arm voltages of upper, middle, and lower arms, and (c) capacitor voltages
and circulating current when the output state changes.
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Fig. 31.  Experimental results of (a) output voltages and currents in phase A,
(b) arm voltages of upper, middle, and lower arm, and (c) capacitor voltages and
circulating current under load changing condition.
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VIII. CONCLUSION

The mathematical model and detailed operational analyses
of 9A-MMC are presented in this article. Furthermore, it is
found that the submodule counts in upper, middle, and lower
arms can be different in implementation, which is flexible under
different operation modes, being different from the standard
9A-MMC. Moreover, the steady-state analyses of capacitor volt-
age fluctuations and circulating current have been carried out,
which reveals that capacitor voltage fluctuations and circulating
current in 9A-MMC are different from the conventional MMC.
This article then proposes the complete control scheme for
9A-MMC including CVBC and CCSC. Finally, the simulation
and experimental results verified the performance of 9A-MMC
and the effectiveness of the proposed control scheme.
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The detailed expressions of Ujeq_ 1w, Uleg 20> aNd Ujeg 3., are
shown as follows:
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The detailed expressions of capacitor voltage fluctuations in
upper, middle, and lower arm under different frequency opera-
tion mode of 9A-MMC are shown as follows:
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The detailed expression of voltage ripples of one phase leg
under different frequency operation mode of 9A-MMC is shown
as follows:
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