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Advanced Energy Flow Control Concept of an MMC
for Unrestricted Operation as a Multiport Device

Markus Schroeder and Johann Jaeger, Member, IEEE

Abstract—An advanced approach of the internal energy flow
control of a multiport device based on a modular multilevel con-
verter (MMC) was proposed. Such a multiport device offers various
connecting points as ac terminals, the main dc terminal as well as
the dc terminals of the MMC modules. State-of-the-art multiport
concepts have restrictions concerning the flexibility of connecting
the available ports. The proposed concept makes an unrestricted
energy interchange between all ports possible without affecting the
ac grid and the main dc terminal. It contains a microscopic and
macroscopic view of the entire system and an analytic description
in a double synchronous reference frame. This approach allows
the identification of degrees of freedom for the internal energy flow
control to overcome the mentioned restrictions of state-of-the-art
multiport devices. Beyond numerous simulations calculations, the
proposed concept has been implemented to a prototype of a multi-
port device which consists of an MMC with integrated batteries in
power electronics laboratory. The approach has been successfully
tested and verified with measurement results.

Index Terms—Batteries, converters, energy storage, multilevel
systems.

I. INTRODUCTION

THERE is no doubt among experts concerning the ascend-
ing demand of energy storage (ES) capacity in an electrical

grid that is penetrated with an increasing number of renewable
energy sources. Various energy storage systems (ESS) have been
developed and are market-ready. These make a difference in the
form of energy that is stored, e.g., chemical energy (hydrogen or
methane storage), electrical energy (capacitors, superconduct-
ing magnetics), electrochemical storage (batteries), mechanical
energy (hydro power plants, compressed air ES, flywheel ES),
or thermal energy. A comparison of various ESS technologies
is given in [1].

Principally, the suggested multiport device is inherited from
a battery energy storage system (BESS) where the batteries are
integrated to the modules of a modular multilevel converter
(MMC).

In contrast to this MMC-based approach, all commercial
BESS—which are currently available [2]–[5]—consist of a
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Alexander University Erlangen-Nüremberg (FAU), Cauerstrasse 4, Erlangen
91058, Germany (e-mail:,markus.schroeder@fau.de; johann.jaeger@fau.de).

Color versions of one or more of the figures in this paper are available online
at http://ieeexplore.ieee.org.

Digital Object Identifier 10.1109/TPEL.2019.2902098

parallel switching of battery units. These battery units are com-
posed of a battery rack and a self-commutated two level con-
verter for feeding the ac grid. For medium voltage applications
a step-up transformer is indispensable.

Due to several advantageous characteristics of MMCs [6], ini-
tial publications on the modular integration of batteries in these
converter types have been released in the last decade [7], [8].
The MMC—published by Marquardt in 2003 [9]—became the
focus of attention in investigation of modular BESS due to its
flexibility regarding its dc and ac terminals. Current publications
can be categorized into two classes that are in context among
each other. On the one hand, there is the topic of the internal
energy flow in the MMC due to the integrated batteries that is
addressed in [10], [11] where all modules are equipped with
batteries. One step beyond, studies on an MMC whose modules
are partially equipped with batteries have been published [12]–
[15]. On the other hand, the idea is pursued to use the MMC as
a multiport device by connecting different sources and/or sinks
to the modules, e.g., electric vehicles (EVs) [16], photovoltaic
(PV) systems [17], or different ES devices as batteries and ultra-
capacitors [18]. All of these advanced proposals require a cor-
responding internal energy flow control. It is demanded that the
mentioned energy flow must neither influence the ac side nor
the dc side of the MMC. Thus, there are restrictions mentioned,
concerning the unsymmetrical distribution and number of in-
tegrated batteries, due to the internal energy flow. Restrictions
regarding the distribution and positioning of batteries connected
the converter modules are identified in [14], [15]. Restrictions
related to the ratio between modules, which are equipped with
batteries, and modules that are not, are mentioned in [19]. In
this paper, these restrictions will be disproved by introducing an
internal energy flow which enables an arbitrarily unsymmetri-
cal distribution of batteries neither affecting the ac side nor the
dc side. A comparison of conventional commercial BESS and
emerging BESS concepts is given in [20].

A multiport device is structured as an MMC-based BESS, but
contains various energy sinks and sources that are connected to
the modules of the MMC. While doing so, the terminals of the
module capacitors are considered as ports. A diagram of an ex-
emplary structure of the proposed multiport device and hereafter
used notation is depicted in Fig. 1. Hereby, batteries that enable
a bidirectional energy flow are integrated into several modules
of the MMC. Additionally, PV systems for renewable energy
generation that merely allow an unidirectional energy flow are
connected to further modules. Moreover, EVs that mainly gen-
erate an unidirectional energy flow during charging are plugged
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Fig. 1. Proposed notation and exemplary structure of the suggested concept of the multiport device that is inherited from a battery energy storage system (BESS)
based on a modular multilevel converter (MMC).

to a range of modules. Finally, there are modules where nei-
ther an energy sink nor an energy source is connected to. In
contrast to an MMC-based BESS, a multiport device enables
various directions of energy flow as energy sinks and sources
are connected and operated simultaneously.

A consideration of the control concept for an internal en-
ergy flow and a demonstration at a proof-of-principle proto-
type in laboratory are the focuses of this paper. Accordingly,
it is organized as follows. The challenges of operating a mul-
tiport device are described in Section II. Therefore, the impact
of phase arm internal and inter phase arm energy unbalances
due to the integration of batteries to the MMC is described.
Based on the terminology declared in Section II an averaged
model of voltages, currents, energy, and power of the multi-
port device is derived in Section III. With the averaged model of
the entire system, a control structure is proposed to overcome the
challenges in controlling the energy flows of a multiport device
which is inherited from a BESS based on an MMC. To prove the
feasibility of the suggested control principle, measurement re-
sults of a prototype of a 25 kVA MMC with modular integrated
batteries from power electronics laboratory are presented in
Section IV. Hereby, the behavior of the multiport device is em-
ulated by generating various energy flows using the integrated
batteries that demonstrate a conceivable operation of the multi-
port device.

Fig. 2. Equivalent circuit diagram of a half-bridge module of an MMC with
an application of a dc-to-dc converter for battery connection.

II. CHALLENGES

Considering a multiport device, which is inherited from the
concept of integration of batteries into the modules of an MMC,
one has to focus on converter module and the method of integrat-
ing the batteries. Hence, these basic elements and their respec-
tive variables are mentioned initially. Afterwards, consequences
and resulting challenges of operating the entire multiport device
are systematically described from a control perspective. The
main issue is energy balancing that is an crucial requirement for
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Fig. 3. Equivalent circuit diagrams of the relation between microscopic view
on the left-hand side and macroscopic view on the right-hand side by an exem-
plary phase arm of an MMC based on a series connection of m half-bridges
partially equipped with batteries.

a stable operation of the entire system and an even strain of the
deployed components.

A. Converter Module With Battery

An exemplary converter module with a connected battery is
depicted in Fig. 2. The position of the module inside the MMC
is indicated by the indexes of the related electrical variables.
x ∈ {p; n} shows whether the phase arm xy is connected to the
positive (p) or the negative (n) dc terminal. With y ∈ {1; 2; 3}
the connection of the phase arm xy to the ac grid terminals is
defined. z ∈ {1; 2; ...;m} labels the position of the module xyz
inside a phase arm xy (see also Fig. 3).

1) Converter Module: In this study the converter module
is realized with half-bridges. Module capacitance is provided
by an electrolytic capacitor; insulated-gate bipolar transistors
(IGBTs) are used as semiconductor devices. The average mod-
ule terminal voltages uxyz can be adjusted by switching the
IGBTs with respect to the capacitor voltages uCxyz during one
switching cycle. The capacitors are charged or discharged by the
phase arm currents ixy if the upper IGBT is switched ON and
bypassed if the lower IGBT is switched ON. The averaged instan-
taneous module capacitor power pCxyz that affects the module
capacitor charge can be expressed without consideration of the

duty-cycles axyz . Hereby, the module capacitor voltages uCxyz

and the phase arm currents ixy are treated as constant during
one single switching cycle. Accordingly, the duty-cycles axyz

need not be considered and can be—together with the module
capacitor voltages uCxyz —substituted by the module terminal
voltages uxyz .

pCxyz ≈ axyz · uCxyz · ixy = uxyz · ixy . (1)

In this case the electrical powers pxyz at the module terminal
equal pCxyz .

2) Battery Integration: The behavior of an arbitrary energy
source or sink—that is connected to one single port of the mul-
tiport device—shall be emulated by a lithium-ion battery that
is connected to the module capacitor. Hence, the amount of the
bidirectional energy flow shall be emulated by adjusting the
battery current. These requirements demand the utilization of
a bidirectional dc-to-dc converter. In this study a simple dc-
to-dc converter based on a half-bridge is used, several other
integration concepts are reported in literature [7], [8], [16], [21]
where, e.g., efficiency and isolation aspects are discussed ex-
plicitly. The battery current iBatxyz is regulated by a controller
of the dc-to-dc converter. This controller is absolutely indepen-
dent from the MMC control. Consequently, the battery power
pBatxyz can be adjusted arbitrarily for emulating an energy sink
or source. From a modeling perspective, battery voltage uBatxyz

and current iBatxyz are measurable disturbance variables influ-
encing the capacitor voltages uCxyz of the module. Thus, the
averaged instantaneous module capacitor powers pCxyz from
(1) are extended to the expressions given in (2).

pCxyz = uxyz · ixy − pBatxyz

= uxyz · ixy − uBatxyz · iBatxyz .
(2)

In this case the electrical powers pxyz at the module terminal do
not equal the electrical powers pCxyz at the module capacitor
anymore if there are battery currents.

B. Control Issues and Systematic Description

Control of an MMC is an extensively investigated topic. Typ-
ically, control is divided into an inner closed-loop current con-
trol and an outer closed-loop energy and balance control. The
alternating currents to the electrical grid, the direct current to
dc terminal, and converter internal circulating currents are con-
trolled by current controllers. Controlling the exchange of active
and reactive powers with the ac grid and the exchange of ac-
tive power with the dc terminal are tasks of an energy controller.
Furthermore, converter internal energy unbalances are regulated
by balance controllers adjusting the circulating currents without
affecting the ac grid or the dc terminal.

In order to get a systematic description of the characteristics
of an MMC with integrated batteries and the related multiport
device, it appears to be suitable to introduce the following terms:

1) Macroscopic View: The MMC is considered on the phase
arm level with its related variables of phase arm voltages
uxy , phase arm currents ixy , phase arm powers pxy , phase
arm capacitor voltages uCxy , and resulting phase arm ca-
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pacitances Cxyz . In this view, the energy balance between
the phase arms of the MMC is taken into account.

2) Microscopic View: The module level is considered with
the respective properties of the converter module as termi-
nal voltages uxyz , terminal powers pxyz , capacitor volt-
ages uCxyz , and module capacitances Cxyz . In this view,
the energy balance between the modules in each phase
arm of the MMC is taken into account.

The relation between macroscopic and microscopic view is
depicted in Fig. 3. A main idea of the macroscopic view is a
pooling of the series connection of modules in a phase arm to a
controlled voltage source. Therefore, module terminal voltages
uxyz are summarized to phase arm voltages uxy , module termi-
nal powers pxyz are summarized to phase arm powers pxyz , and
module capacitor voltages uCxyz are summarized to phase arm
capacitor voltages uCxy . The resulting capacitances Cxyz of
phase arms can be derived from the module capacitances Cxyz

and the number m of module per phase arm. A modulator—
utilized in each phase arm—is the interface between
macroscopic and microscopic view as it has to fulfill two tasks
during converter operation: first, the phase arm voltages uxy

have to be set by switching appropriate modules, second the
modulators have to ensure that all modules are equally charged
by utilizing a module sorting algorithm. Depending on the sign
of the phase arm currents ixy and the capacitor voltages uCxyz ,
it is scheduled whether a module is switched ON or OFF dur-
ing the next switching cycle [22]–[24]. An explanation of both
views in more detail is given hereafter.

C. Macroscopic View

In Fig. 4, a macroscopic view of an entire MMC is shown.
The MMC is connected to a dc terminal with a terminal voltage
ud and a terminal current id . The ac grid voltages uNy are
indicated at the ac terminals of the MMC. The battery powers
pBatxyz —for emulating the operation of the multiport device
with different energy sinks and sources—of each phase arm is
calculated according to (3).

pBatxyz =
m∑

z=1

uBatxyz · iBatxyz . (3)

Similar to (2), the instantaneous powers pCxyz of the resulting
phase arm capacitors are calculated as follows:

pCxyz = uxy · ixy −
m∑

z=1

uBatxyz · iBatxyz . (4)

A charging or discharging process of batteries can cause macro-
scopic energy unbalance or inter-arm unbalance [19] that has to
be taken into account by energy and balance control. Referring to
a multiport device—as it is depicted in Fig. 1—macroscopic en-
ergy unbalance is generated, if different energy sinks or sources
are connected to modules of different phase arms.

D. Microscopic View

On the module level, an integration of batteries or a connec-
tion of different energy sinks and sources can cause microscopic

Fig. 4. Equivalent circuit diagram of the macroscopic view of an MMC
connected to a dc terminal and an ac grid together with essential macroscopic
electrical variables.

energy unbalances or intra-arm unbalance [19] in the module
capacitor voltages uCxyz that are not covered by the macro-
scopic energy balancing control under certain circumstances.
This phenomena can be understood regarding (3). The instanta-
neous phase arm battery powers pBatxyz can be 0 although the
battery currents iBatxyz are not 0. A consideration of a phase
arm with equally charged batteries leads to equal battery volt-
ages uBatxyz . If one battery from module j is charged while
another battery from module k is discharged with the same
amount of current, pBatxyz equals still 0. No macroscopic but
microscopic unbalance is generated in this case. As macroscopic
energy and balance control does not detect this microscopic un-
balance, no circulating current for energy balancing is adjusted
and if there is neither active power exchange between ac grid
and dc terminal nor reactive power exchange with the ac grid,
phase arm currents ixy remain 0. This issue is addressed in
several publications [14], [15], [19] and identified as a restric-
tion as energy balancing is not possible anymore. A strategy to
overcome this difficulty—neither affecting the ac grid nor the
dc terminal—will be presented in the next section. Referring to
a multiport device, the described unbalance occurs, if different
energy sources or sinks are connected to one single phase arm.

III. APPROACH

In the following, an averaged mathematical model of the
MMC is derived. Therefore, phase arm voltages uxy and phase
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arm currents ixy from Fig. 4 are expressed based on several com-
ponents of voltages and currents in different reference frames.
While doing so, a very generalized approach is delivered which
provides a compact description of the electrical variables and
shows their internal coherence and analogy. To increase the
clearness of the approach, simplifications concerning the grid
voltages and currents are carried out. Furthermore, fundamental
linearized plants for macroscopic and microscopic energy and
balance control are derived. Based on that, the phase arm powers
pxy are calculated—with the derived expressions of uxy and ixy

—and transformed to make the opportunities for macroscopic
and microscopic energy balancing obvious.

A. Voltages

The voltages upy and uny that are set by the controlled voltage
sources in upper phase arm (p) and lower phase arm (n) in each
phase leg y mainly consist of the ac grid voltages uNy and dc
terminal voltage ud .

To control currents with self-commutated inverters with volt-
age intermediate circuits, voltage drops across impedances are
adjusted. In case of an MMC, voltage drops uRL,Ny across the
grid impedance and voltage drops uRL,xy across the phase arm
inductor are required. Both voltage drops are typically signifi-
cantly smaller than the ac grid voltage uNy or the dc terminal
voltage ud

‖uRL,Ny‖ � uNy

‖uRL,py‖ � ‖ − uNy +
1
2
ud‖

‖uRL,ny‖ � ‖uNy +
1
2
ud‖.

(5)

With the assumptions of (5), one can obtain a relation given in
vector equation (6).

(
upy

uny

)
=

[
−1 1

2

1 1
2

](
uNy

ud

)
. (6)

Generally, three phase grid voltages uNy can consist of positive
sequence (+) and negative sequence (−) components. Using
a double synchronous reference frame (DSRF) for modeling
the unbalanced grid—as suggested in [25]—one can obtain a
comprehensive expression for the grid voltages uNy as given
in vector equation (7) under consideration of the abbreviations
given in (8). The positive sequence of the grid voltages is de-
scribed with the components û+

Nd and û+
Nq in a positive reference

frame, rotating with the positive grid angular frequency ωN; the
negative sequence is represented with the components û−

Nd and
û−

Nq in a negative reference frame, rotating with the negative grid
angular frequency. The grid angle γN = ωN t is computed ap-
plying a suitable phase locked loop (PLL)—e.g., the decoupled
double synchronous reference frame PLL (DDSRF-PLL)[25].
Using a DDSRF-PLL, the grid angle γN is calculated in such a

manner that û+
Nq equals 0.

⎛

⎜⎝
uN1

uN2

uN3

⎞

⎟⎠ =

⎡

⎢⎣
σ+

1d σ+
1q σ−

1d σ−
1q

σ+
2d σ+

2q σ−
2d σ−

2q

σ+
3d σ+

3q σ−
3d σ−

3q

⎤

⎥⎦

⎛

⎜⎜⎜⎝

û+
Nd

û+
Nq

û−
Nd

û−
Nq

⎞

⎟⎟⎟⎠ (7)

σ+
1d = cos (ωN t) σ+

1q = − sin (ωN t)

σ−
1d = cos (−ωN t) σ−

1q = − sin (−ωN t)

σ+
2d = cos

(
ωN t − 2π

3

)
σ+

2q = − sin
(

ωN t − 2π

3

)

σ−
2d = cos

(
−ωN t − 2π

3

)
σ−

2q = − sin
(
−ωN t − 2π

3

)

σ+
3d = cos

(
ωN t +

2π

3

)
σ+

3q = − sin
(

ωN t +
2π

3

)

σ−
3d = cos

(
−ωN t +

2π

3

)
σ−

3q = − sin
(
−ωN t +

2π

3

)
.

(8)

B. Currents

It is supposed that the currents ipy in the upper phase arm and
iny in the lower phase arm in each phase leg y are composed
by three different components. First, the grid currents iNy are
equally divided into the upper and lower phase arm in each phase
leg. Second, the circulating currents iCy flow solely through both
phase arms of a single phase leg as well as between all three
phase legs. Third, the direct current id from the dc terminal is
equally divided into the three phase legs. A relation among the
currents is expressed in a vector equation given in (9).

(
ipy

iny

)
=

[
1
2 1 1

3

− 1
2 1 1

3

]⎛

⎜⎝
iNy

iCy

id

⎞

⎟⎠ . (9)

Analogous to the three phase grid voltages uNy , the grid currents
iNy can generally consist of positive sequence components î+

Nd
and î+

Nq as well as negative sequence components î−Nd and î−Nq .
Hence, the grid currents are described as shown in (10) with
respect to the abbreviations given in (8).

⎛

⎜⎝
iN1

iN2

iN3

⎞

⎟⎠ =

⎡

⎢⎣
σ+

1d σ+
1q σ−

1d σ−
1q

σ+
2d σ+

2q σ−
2d σ−

2q

σ+
3d σ+

3q σ−
3d σ−

3q

⎤

⎥⎦

⎛

⎜⎜⎜⎜⎝

î+
Nd

î+
Nq

î−Nd

î−Nq

⎞

⎟⎟⎟⎟⎠
. (10)

The circulating currents iCy in the phase arms are composed of
a direct currents and alternating currents with the grid angular
frequency ωN . A self-contained representation of the dc parts
can be obtained by an expression using alpha-beta coordinates
with the components ICα and ICβ that allows a decoupling of
these currents from the direct current id . The ac parts consist
of a positive sequence with the components î+

Cd and î+
Cq to-
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gether with a negative sequence with the components î−Cd and
î−Cq . Consequently, the circulating currents can be described
with vector equation (11) with respect to the abbreviations
from (8).

⎛

⎜⎝
iC1

iC2

iC3

⎞

⎟⎠=

⎡

⎢⎣

1 0 σ+
1d σ+

1q σ−
1d σ−

1q

− 1
2

√
3

2 σ+
2d σ+

2q σ−
2d σ−

2q

− 1
2 −

√
3

2 σ+
3d σ+

3q σ−
3d σ−

3q

⎤

⎥⎦

⎛

⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎝

ICα

ICβ

î+
Cd

î+
Cq

î−Cd
î−Cq

⎞

⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎠
.

(11)

In contrast to the grid currents iNy , which are determined by
energy control or demands from the MMC operator, the circu-
lating currents iCy can be set arbitrarily without affecting the
ac grid or the dc terminal and therefore are used for controlling
horizontal and vertical unbalance as illustrated in Fig. 6.

In order to control both direct current and circulating cur-
rents as well as the grid currents a state feedback controller—as
proposed in [26]—is applied.

C. Energies and Powers

Initially, general relations between a capacitor voltage uC ,
the stored electrical energy wC , and the corresponding electri-
cal power pC will be derived to get a suitable model for the
control plant of energy and unbalance control. Subsequently,
these relations will be applied to the macroscopic and micro-
scopic electrical variables of the MMC with integrated batteries
in order to determine a suitable energy balance and control con-
cept.

The fundamental relation between electrical energy and elec-
trical power—that is given in (12)—is essential for the develop-
ment of plants for energy and balance control for the multiport
device.

p =
dw

dt
. (12)

Depending on a capacitor voltage uC and a capacitor current
iC , electrical energy wC and electrical power pC concerning a
capacitance with the capacity C can be specified

wC =
1
2

C u2
C (13)

pC = uC iC . (14)

A nonlinear relation between capacitor voltage uC and electri-
cal energy wC can be approximated using Taylor series in an
expansion point uC ,0

wC ≈ wC ,0 +
d

duC

(
1
2

C u2
C

)∣∣∣∣
uC =uC , 0

·(uC − uC ,0)

= wC ,0 + C ·uC ,0 ·(uC − uC ,0)

= C uC uC ,0 − wC ,0 .

(15)

With the deliberations from (12) to (15) and considering the
macroscopic and microscopic formulations of the electrical

Fig. 5. Block diagrams of plants for macroscopic (a) and microscopic
(b) energy balancing.

capacitor power from (2) and (4) of the respective capacitance,
one can determine the plants for energy and balance control.
Due to the linearization, linear time-invariant transformations
that are performed in the following may be applied to the rela-
tions between voltages, electrical energy, and electrical power.
Block diagrams of these control plants for macroscopic energy
and unbalance control and microscopic unbalance control are
given in Fig. 5(a) and (b), respectively.

Furthermore, the linear relation between energy wCxyz and
phase arm capacitor voltage uCxy in the neighborhood of the
expansion point wCxy ,0 can be obtained.

It comes out from the block diagram in Fig. 5(a) that the
electrical powers pxyz at the phase arm terminals on the macro-
scopic level can be controlled by the phase arm currents ixy . The
total energies wCxyz stored in the resulting phase arm capacitor
with the capacitances Cxyz are disturbed by the entire battery
powers pBatxyz that are fed in the phase arm.

The plant of the microscopic energy control that is depicted
in Fig. 5(b) is quite similar to the plant in the macroscopic
view. Electrical power at the terminals of the modules can be
controlled by the module voltages uxyz that are set by the phase
arm modulators with respect to the module capacitor voltages
uCxyz . Analogous to the phase arm, the energies wCxyz stored
in the capacitors with the capacitances Cxyz are disturbed by the
powers pBatxyz that are fed by the batteries which are connected
to the module.

An appropriate linear time-invariant transformation of the
macroscopic phase arm quantities—to get a decoupled repre-
sentation of the power components in the MMC—is given in
(16). In this case, the instantaneous phase arm powers pxy are
transformed. The depicted transformation can also be utilized
for phase arm energies represented by the phase arm capacitor
voltages uCxy . The total energy that is exchanged with both the
ac grid and the dc terminal is represented by pΣ0 . According
to the directions of energy flow, which are given in Fig. 6, the
components pΣα and pΣβ describe an instantaneous horizontal
energy flow while the components pΔα , pΔβ , and pΔ0 describe
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Fig. 6. Macroscopic view of the MMC and corresponding energy flows. The
exemplary integration of batteries in phase arms p1, p2, and n3 causes energy
unbalances that can be controlled by generating energy flows by unbalance
control.

an instantaneous vertical energy flow inside the converter.

⎛

⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎝

pΣα

pΣβ

pΣ0

pΔα

pΔβ

pΔ0

⎞

⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎠

=

⎡

⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣

1
3

1
3 − 1

6 − 1
6 − 1

6 − 1
6

0 0
√

3
6

√
3

6 −
√

3
6 −

√
3

6
1
6

1
6

1
6

1
6

1
6

1
6

2
3 − 2

3 − 1
3

1
3 − 1

3
1
3

0 0
√

3
3 −

√
3

3 −
√

3
3

√
3

3
1
3 − 1

3
1
3 − 1

3
1
3 − 1

3

⎤

⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦

⎛

⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎝

pp1

pn1

pp2

pn2

pp3

pn3

⎞

⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎠

.

(16)

To generate a suitable energy flow for energy and balance con-
trol, consistent power components have to be derived from the

instantaneous power components. This is equivalent to the cal-
culation of the active power P from the instantaneous power
p. The active power P corresponds to the mean value of the
instantaneous power p over the duration T of a grid period

P =
1
T

∫ t0 +T

t0

p(τ) dτ . (17)

Substituting the instantaneous phase arm powers pxy in (16)
with the phase arm voltages uxy from (6) and phase arm cur-
rents ixy from (9) and deriving the active power by utilization
(17), one finally obtains a vector equation that represents the
comprehensive relations among voltages, currents, and active
power components of the entire MMC. A detailed derivation is
given in the appendix. Without any loss of generality, concerning
the operation of the multiport device, the following assumptions
are made:

1) There is a negative sequence neither in the grid voltages
nor in the grid currents and the corresponding components
û−

Nd , û−
Nq , î−Nd , î−Nq equal 0.

2) There is merely a d-component in the positive sequence
of the grid voltages due to the grid synchronization by the
DDSRF-PLL and û+

Nq equals 0.
An extension to unbalanced grid voltages and currents can be

performed, but does not compromise the proposed approach for
energy flow control. The simplifications lead to a vector equa-
tion given in (18) from which one can immediately obtain the
crucial relations among current components and active power
components that are fully decoupled and therefore can be used
for energy and balance control (18) shown at the bottom of this
page. On the one hand, the total power PΣ0 can be acquired
either from the electrical grid with the d-component î+

Nd of the
grid currents and the direct current id can be set arbitrary by the
operator; this operation mode is called dc mode. On the other
hand, the total power PΣ0 is gathered from the dc terminal with
the direct current id and the d-component î+

Nd of the grid cur-
rents can be set arbitrary by the operator; this operation mode is
called grid mode.

According to Fig. 6(a) consistent horizontal energy flow in-
side the MMC is represented by the power components PΣα

and PΣβ which is controlled by the dc parts ICα and ICβ of the
circulating currents.

⎛

⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎝

PΣα

PΣβ

PΣ0

PΔα

PΔβ

PΔ0

⎞

⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎠

=

⎡

⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣

0 0 0 ud 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 ud 0 0 0 0

− 3
2 û+

Nd 0 ud 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 −û+
Nd 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 û+
Nd

0 0 0 0 0 −û+
Nd 0 0 0

⎤

⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦

⎛

⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎝

î+
Nd

î+
Nq

id

ICα

ICβ

î+
Cd

î+
Cq

î−Cd

î−Cq

⎞

⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎠

. (18)
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Fig. 7. Block diagram of energy control depending on the operation modes of the MMC.

A consistent vertical energy flow based on the circuit diagram
in Fig. 6 is represented by the power components PΔα , PΔβ ,
and PΔ0 and can be affected by the components î+

Cd , î−Cd , and
î−Cq of the ac parts of the circulating currents.

The q-component î+
Nq of the grid currents as well as the q-

component î+
Cq of the positive sequence of the ac parts of the

circulating currents do not affect the power components and
therefore do not affect the energy distribution inside the MMC
as the corresponding columns in the matrix of vector equation
(18) are zero.

D. Macroscopic View

There are two control tasks for energy and balance control. On
the one hand energy control has to ensure the adjustment of the
total energy, which is represented by uCΣ0 , to a given set-point
u∗

CΣ0 . On the other hand balance control has to compensate
horizontal and vertical energy unbalance that is represented by
the voltages uCΣα , uCΣβ and uCΔα , uCΔβ , uCΔ0 , respectively.
Consequently, the set-points for these five variables equal 0.

According to the considerations of the previous subsection,
macroscopic energy unbalance due to the integration of batteries
and the related connection of several energy sinks and sources
to the ports of the multiport device can be calculated. Initially,
active powers PBatxy , which are exchanged with batteries in
each phase arm, are derived as follows:

PBatxy =
m∑

z=1

uBatxyz · iBatxyz . (19)

As battery voltages uBatxyz and currents iBatxyz are direct quan-
tities, instantaneous arm battery powers pBatxyz from (3) and
active arm battery powers PBatxy from (19) are equal.

Two operation modes of the MMC can be defined. This is the
dc mode and the grid mode. In the dc mode, the energy flow
into the dc system can be adjusted while in the grid mode an
adjustment of the energy flow into the grid can be performed
by the operator. Depending on the operation, the currents used
for total energy control can also be used for disturbance cor-
rection. If the dc mode is enabled, energy control is done using
the d-component î+

Nd of the grid currents with a disturbance
correction (20). Both energy exchange with the dc terminal and
with the batteries are taken into account deriving the variable
î+
Nd,z of the disturbance correction. If the grid mode is enabled,

a dc terminal current id is applied for energy control and a
corresponding disturbance correction is used (21). In this case
the energy exchange with the electrical grid and with the bat-
teries is considered in calculating the variable id,z of the distur-
bance correction.

î+
Nd,z =

2ud i∗d
3 û+

Nd
− 2PBatΣ0

3 û+
Nd

dc mode (20)

id,z =
3 û+

Nd î+ ∗
Nd

2ud
− 3PBatΣ0

2ud
grid mode. (21)

A block diagram containing the controllers of energy control in
both operation modes as well as the corresponding plant that
is deduced from Fig. 5(a) and based on vector equation (18) is
given in Fig. 7. The block diagram also contains the equivalent
transfer functions of the closed-loop control circuits of the direct
current id and the d-component î+

Nd of the grid currents.
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Fig. 8. Block diagram of horizontal and vertical energy balancing control.

Balance control is independent from the operation mode of
the MMC. Analogous to energy control, the disturbance due
to an energy exchange with the batteries can also be derived
and therefore current values for disturbance correction can be
calculated. Again, the rows of the matrix in vector equation (18)
can be evaluated and the related variables of the components
of the circulating currents for disturbance correction can be
calculated

ICα,z = −PBatΣα

ud
(22)

ICβ ,z = −PBatΣβ

ud
(23)

î−Cd,z =
PBatΔα

û+
Nd

(24)

î−Cq,z = −PBatΔβ

û+
Nd

(25)

î+
Cd,z =

PBatΔ0

û+
Nd

. (26)

A corresponding block diagram of horizontal and vertical energy
balancing control is given in Fig. 8. Five controllers for balance
control as well as the corresponding plants—that are deduced
from Fig. 5(a)—are depicted. Again, the closed-loop control
circuits of the circulating currents iCα and iCβ are substituted
with equivalent transfer functions.
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E. Microscopic View

The task of microscopic energy control is energy balancing
between the capacitors of each phase arm. Hence, the set-point
Δu∗

C for the variance ΔuC of the module capacitor voltages
uCxyz equals 0.

It comes out from (18) that there are two current components,
which do not affect the macroscopic active power components.
These components are the q-component î+

Nq of the positive se-

quence of the grid currents and the q-component î+
Cq of the

positive sequence of the circulating currents. Both currents do
not influence the macroscopic active power components as they
are reactive currents. Due to the fact, that the component î+

Nq
of the reactive grid currents is adjusted by the operator of the
MMC, the current component î+

Cq of the circulating currents

appears as a degree of freedom. So the current component î+
Cq

is used for microscopic energy balancing by manipulating the
phase arm currents ixy without affecting the energy balance
inside the converter. Thereby, the restrictions concerning the
integration of various energy sinks and sources to the modules
of an MMC, which are mentioned in several publications [14],
[15], [19], can be overcome.

The current component î+
Cq is adjusted with respect to the

variance ΔuC of the module capacitor voltages uCxyz of the
entire MMC. The adjustment is similar to a droop control.
Calculation of ΔuC is performed in two steps. First, the ca-
pacitor voltage variance ΔuCxy of each phase arm is derived
(27). Second, the voltage variance ΔuC of the entire MMC is
computed (28).

ΔuCxy = −uCxy

m
+

⎧
⎨

⎩
min

z
(uCxyz ) if |σmin| > σmax

max
z

(uCxyz ) else

σmin = min
z

(
uCxyz − uCxy

m

)

σmax = max
z

(
uCxyz − uCxy

m

)

(27)

ΔuC =

⎧
⎪⎨

⎪⎩

min
xy

(ΔuCxy ) if

∣∣∣∣min
xy

(ΔuCxy )
∣∣∣∣ > max

xy
(ΔuCxy )

max
xy

(ΔuCxy ) else.

(28)

The droop control is depicted in Fig. 9. As there is a typical
variation of the capacitor voltages uCxyz of one phase arm
around the mean value during MMC operation, a dead-band
around 0 V is used because of efficiency reasons. If the voltage
variance is negative the set-point î+ ∗

Cq increases stronger than in
case of a positive voltage variance outside the dead-band. The
reason for that behavior is the actually nonlinear relation among
voltage and energy in a capacitor from (15). Additionally, a
negative ΔuC leads to a reduction of control reserve, which is
the module capacitor voltage uCxyz . To avoid instabilities due to
constraints in of the control reserve, the slope of î+

Cq is higher at
negative ΔuC . The absolute values of both slopes are practical
values from the proof-of-principle prototype.

Fig. 9. Suggested droop control for adjusting î+
Cq to cope with microscopic

unbalance.

TABLE I
PARAMETERS OF PROTOTYPE IN LABORATORY

IV. MEASUREMENT RESULTS

The suggested control structure for macroscopic and micro-
scopic energy and balance control from previous section is
proven at a 25 kVA-prototype of a multiport device in power
electronics laboratory. A picture of the hardware prototype con-
sisting of an MMC with integrated batteries and the cabinet for
the connections to ac grid is given in Fig. 10.

The MMC is built up with four half-bridge modules in each
phase arm. The connection of batteries is realized using a dc-
to-dc converter as depicted in Fig. 2. Batteries are exclusively
integrated in the phase arms p3 and n3, which result in an
asymmetrical setup. A connection to the ac grid is provided via a
Yd5-transformer. Real-time computations for converter control
are performed by a CPU; pulsewidth modulation (PWM) pulse
patterns, control signals are generated and measurement signals
are evaluated by FPGAs. Communication with the batteries is
done using a CAN-bus. Relevant parameters of the hardware
prototype of the multiport device are displayed in Table I. In
contrast to [11], [16] the energy stored in batteries is one order
higher and therefore the entire prototype is closer to a real
multiport device.

In the presented measurement results several imaginable op-
eration points of a multiport device are illustrated. These op-
eration points are emulated by specifying the set-points i∗Batxyz
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Fig. 10. Hardware prototype of a multiport device in power electronics laboratory.

Fig. 11. Measurement series of an emulation of several operating points of a
multiport device using batteries that are connected to the modules of an MMC.

of the battery currents. The MMC is operated in dc mode with
a current id = 0 A. An overview of a measurement series is
given in Fig. 11. Thereby, the charging of two EVs that are
plugged to the modules p31 and p32 of the multiport device

is emulated by positive battery currents. The behavior of the
battery currents is given in Fig. 11(a). The following scenario
is assumed. At the beginning, both EVs are charged with cur-
rents iBatxyz = iBatxyz = 10 A. After approximately 18.5 s the
charging current of the EV1 plugged to module p31 is doubled,
while the charging process of the EV2 plugged to module p32 is
finished. Simultaneously, a feed-in by two PV systems—that are
connected to the modules n31 and n32 of the multiport device—
is emulated with negative battery currents. As the behavior of
the proposed balancing concept using the internal energy flow
and the corresponding controllers shall be verified, no maxi-
mum power point tracking of the PV system is emulated, but
comparatively fast transients in the feed-in. The corresponding
behavior of these variables is given in Fig. 11(b). The amount
of the generated electrical energy differs. The battery current
iBatxyz in module n31 is −15 A while the battery current iBatxyz

in module n32 is −5 A. After approximately 8 s a reduction
of solar irradiation is assumed that leads to a drop of power
generation by 75% for both PV systems.

To sum up, three different operation points as well as the tran-
sient behavior between these operation points of the multiport
device have been investigated. Various amounts of macroscopic
horizontal and vertical unbalance as well as microscopic un-
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Fig. 12. Measurement records of the sum of the capacitor voltages uCxy (a),
the phase arm currents ixy (b), and the grid currents iNy (c) during a drop of
the power feed-in by the PV systems in the modules n31 and n32.

Fig. 13. Measurement records of the variables of horizontal unbalance
(a) and the corresponding set-points and disturbance correction variables of
the dc parts of the circulating currents and active power component of the grid
currents (b) as well as the variables of vertical unbalance (c) and the corre-
sponding set-points and feed-forward variables of the ac parts of the circulating
currents (d) in DSRF representation during a drop of the power feed-in by the
PV-systems in the modules n31 and n32.

balance in the phase arms p31 and n31 is generated in these
operation points. Detailed measurement results of the transient
behavior of the multiport device are provided with the diagrams
given in Figs. 12–17. These diagrams are structured similarly.

Fig. 14. Measurement records of the capacitor voltages un3z of phase arm
n3 (a) and the set-point of the q-component î+ ∗

Cq of the positive sequence of the
ac parts of the circulating currents (b) during a drop of the power feed-in by the
PV-systems in the modules n31 and n32. Additionally, the corresponding phase
arm current in 3 (c) and the number of active modules of phase arm n3 (d) are
depicted. The intervals during the activation of module n31 are highlighted with
a green background.

In Figs. 12–14 the behavior of the relevant electrical variables
of the multiport system in case of the emulated drop of the
feed-in by the PV systems is depicted. Figs. 15–17 show the
operation of the multiport system during the variation of the
charging currents of both EVs. The duration of the measurement
records is 200 ms in both cases.

In Figs. 12(a) and 15(a) the behavior of the six phase
arm capacitor voltages uCxyz is given that is—according to
Section III—equivalent to the electrical energy that is stored in
the resulting capacitance of each phase arm. Additionally, the
instantaneous values of the phase arm currents ixy are depicted
in Figs. 12(b) and 15(b) which consist of the circulating and grid
currents according to (9). Moreover, the instantaneous values of
the grid currents ixy are presented in Figs. 12(c) and 15(c). The
latter prove that the proposed internal energy flow concept does
not affect the ac side.

The transformed phase arm capacitor voltages uCΣα and
uCΣβ that correspond to the horizontal energy distribution as
well as the sum of all capacitor voltages uCΣ0 that corresponds
to the total energy are depicted in Figs. 13(a) and 16(a).

The set-points I∗Cα and I∗Cβ of the components of the cir-
culating currents which are—based on vector equation (18)—
related to horizontal energy balance control and variables ICα,z

and ICβ ,z for disturbance correction due to the fed in by the
batteries are shown in Figs. 13(b) and 16(b). Furthermore, the
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Fig. 15. Measurement records of the sum of the capacitor voltages uCxy

(a), the phase arm currents ixy (b), and the grid currents iNy (c) during a
variation of the charging currents for EV1 and EV2 which are plugged to the
modules p31 and p32.

set-points î+ ∗
Nd and the variable î+

Nd,z for disturbance correction
of the energy control are given.

Analogous to the horizontal energy distribution, the be-
havior of the vertical energy distribution represented by its
corresponding transformed phase arm capacitor voltages uCΔα ,
uCΔβ , and uCΔ0 is presented in Figs. 13(c) and 16(c).

In Figs. 13(d) and 16(d) the set-points of the components î+
Cd ,

î−Cd , and î−Cq of the circulating currents as well as the related

variables î+
Cd,z , î−Cd,z , and î−Cq,z for vertical energy balancing are

presented.
While in Fig. 14(a) the behavior of the module capacitor

voltages uC n3z in phase arm n3 is given, the behavior of the
module capacitor voltages uC p3z in phase arm p3 is depicted
in Fig. 17(a). A reason for this difference is that the different
phase arms are affected by the change of the battery currents,
respectively.

The behavior of the set-point î+ ∗
Cq for the q-component of the

circulating currents that is used for microscopic energy balanc-
ing is depicted in Figs. 14(b) and 17(b).

The consequential phase arm currents in3 in Fig. 14(c) and
ixy in Fig. 17(c) are depicted as well as the phase arm duty
cycles axyz in Fig. 14(d) and axyz in Fig. 17(d) are given.
The intervals while the module n31 in Fig. 14 and module p31
Fig. 17 is activated are highlighted with a green background in
both figures.

The fast drop of renewable energy generation by the PV
systems in Figs. 12–14 leads to an operation point where the
lack of energy has to be provided from the electrical grid which
can be recognized from the increase of the instantaneous values
of the grid currents in Fig. 12(c) and the rise of the absolute
value of the d-component î+

Nd of the grid currents. Furthermore,
the emulated variation of the fed in of the PV systems causes a
slight increase of horizontal unbalance while vertical unbalance

Fig. 16. Measurement records of the variables of horizontal unbalance
(a) and the corresponding set-points and disturbance correction variables of
the dc parts of the circulating currents and active power component of the grid
currents (b) as well as the variables of vertical unbalance (c) and the corre-
sponding set-points and feed-forward variables of the ac parts of the circulating
currents (d) in DSRF representation during a variation of the charging currents
for EV1 and EV2 which are plugged to the modules p31 and p32.

is decreased. The microscopic unbalance is reduced as the set-
point î+ ∗

Cq of the reactive circulating current is halved. Due to
the energy fed in the module capacitor, the module is mainly
activated when the sign of the phase arm current ixy is negative.
During specific moments when all modules have to be activated
due to the required phase arm voltage. In that case, the module
n31 is activated though the sign of the phase arm current is
positive.

The variation of the charging currents of the EVs in Figs. 15–
17 does not affect the macroscopic energy distribution but gen-
erates a higher amount of microscopic unbalance. Effects of
the uneven load of the module capacitors in phase arm p3 can
be gathered from the behavior of the module capacitor voltage
uCxyz . To compensate these strong unbalances, the set-point
î+ ∗
Cq is nearly tripled. As energy is taken from the module ca-

pacitor, the module is mainly activated when the sign of the
phase arm current ixy is positive. Analogous to prior, there are
specific moments when all modules have to be activated due
to the required phase arm voltage and module p31 is activated
although the sign of the phase arm current is negative.

Further measurement results also show that the operation of
the multiport device is also possible, if the emulated EVs and
PV systems are connected to the ports of one single phase arm.

In sum, the operation of the multiport device based on the
proposed concept for energy and balance control is working
properly. The operation points of a multiport device that are
emulated by the batteries can be generalized for arbitrary op-
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Fig. 17. Measurement records of the capacitor voltages up3z of phase arm n3
(a) and the set-point of the q-component î+ ∗

Cq of the positive sequence of the ac
parts of the circulating currents (b) during a variation of the charging currents
for EV1 and EV2 which are plugged to the modules p31 and p32. Additionally,
the corresponding phase arm current ip3 (c) and the number of active modules
of phase arm p3 (d) are depicted. The intervals during the activation of module
p31 are highlighted with a green background.

eration points. The grid currents are not affected by the inter-
nal energy flow. In contrast to the state-of-the-art, there are no
restrictions anymore concerning the energy sinks and sources
that are connected to the ports of the multiport device.

V. CONCLUSION

This paper has proposed a multiport device based on an MMC
without restrictions in operation. To get a systematic and bene-
ficial description of the converter topology, a macroscopic and a
microscopic view has been introduced. In the macroscopic view,
a degree of freedom in the circulating currents for macroscopic
energy balancing has been identified and could have been de-
veloped for microscopic energy balancing. Hence, it could have
been proven that there are no restrictions for connecting elec-
trical sinks and sources to the ports of the multiport device
due to the suggested strategy of balancing microscopic energy
unbalance. All considerations have been successfully verified
with measurements at a hardware proof-of-principle prototype
in laboratory where imaginable operation points of a multiport
device have been emulated with lithium-ion batteries.

APPENDIX

In the following, a detailed derivation of the relations
between voltages and currents—particularly in their DSRF

representation—and the horizontal and vertical energy flow as
well as the entire energy flow of the MMC is given.

In a first step, the instantaneous phase arm powers pxy of each
phase arm are calculated from the phase arm voltages uxy and
the phase arm currents ixy . The voltages uxy are substituted by
the definition from vector equation (5) and the currents ixy by
the definition from vector equation (9).

pp1 = up1 · ip1

=
(
−uN1 +

1
2
ud

)
·
(

1
2
iN1 + iC1 +

1
3
id

) (29)

pn1 = un1 · in1

=
(

uN1 +
1
2
ud

)
·
(
−1

2
iN1 + iC1 +

1
3
id

) (30)

pp2 = up2 · ip2

=
(
−uN2 +

1
2
ud

)
·
(

1
2
iN2 + iC2 +

1
3
id

) (31)

pn2 = un2 · in2

=
(

uN2 +
1
2
ud

)
·
(
−1

2
iN2 + iC2 +

1
3
id

) (32)

pp3 = up3 · ip2

=
(
−uN3 +

1
2
ud

)
·
(

1
2
iN3 + iC3 +

1
3
id

) (33)

pn3 = un3 · in3

=
(

uN3 +
1
2
ud

)
·
(
−1

2
iN3 + iC3 +

1
3
id

)
.

(34)

In a second step the instantaneous values of the grid volt-
ages uNy , the grid currents iNy , and the circulating currents
iC y are replaced by the DSRF representation from (7), (10),
and (11).

pp1 = −
(

û+
Nd cos(ωN t) − û+

Nq sin(ωN t)

+ û−
Nd cos(ωN t) + û−

Nq sin(ωN t) − 1
2
ud

)

·
(

1
2
î+
Nd cos(ωN t) − 1

2
î+
Nq sin(ωN t)

+
1
2
î−Nd cos(ωN t) +

1
2
î−Nq sin(ωN t)

+ ICα + î+
Cd cos(ωN t) − î+

Cq sin(ωN t)

+ î−Cd cos(ωN t) + î−Cq sin(ωN t) +
1
3
id

)
(35)
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pn1 =
(

û+
Nd cos(ωN t) − û+

Nq sin(ωN t)

+ û−
Nd cos(ωN t) + û−

Nq sin(ωN t) +
1
2
ud

)

·
(
−1

2
î+
Nd cos(ωN t) +

1
2
î+
Nq sin(ωN t)

− 1
2
î−Nd cos(ωN t) − 1

2
î−Nq sin(ωN t)

+ ICα + î+
Cd cos(ωN t) − î+

Cq sin(ωN t)

+ î−Cd cos(ωN t) + î−Cq sin(ωN t) +
1
3
id

)
(36)

pp2 = −
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û+
Nd cos

(
ωN t − 2π

3

)
− û+

Nq sin
(

ωN t − 2π

3

)

+ û−
Nd cos

(
ωN t+

2π

3

)
+û−

Nq sin
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2π

3

)
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2
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)

·
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î−Nd cos
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ωN t +
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3

)
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î−Nq sin
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2π

3

)
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2
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√
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Cd cos
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Cq sin
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+ î−Cd cos
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)
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3

)
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3
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)
(37)

pn2 =
(

û+
Nd cos
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)
− û+

Nq sin
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ωN t − 2π
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)
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− î+
Cq sin

(
ωN t − 2π

3

)
+ î−Cd cos

(
ωN t+

2π

3

)

+ î−Cq sin
(

ωN t+
2π

3

)
+

1
3
id

)
(38)

pp3 = −
(

û+
Nd cos

(
ωN t +

2π

3

)
− û+

Nq sin
(

ωN t +
2π

3

)

+ û−
Nd cos

(
ωN t−2π

3

)
+û−

Nq sin
(

ωN t−2π

3

)
−1

2
ud

)

·
(

1
2
î+
Nd cos

(
ωN t +

2π

3

)
− 1

2
î+
Nq sin

(
ωN t +

2π

3

)

+
1
2
î−Nd cos

(
ωN t − 2π

3

)
+

1
2
î−Nq sin

(
ωN t − 2π

3

)

− 1
2
ICα −

√
3

2
ICβ + î+

Cd cos
(

ωN t +
2π

3

)

− î+
Cq sin

(
ωN t +

2π

3

)
+ î−Cd cos

(
ωN t−2π

3

)

+ î−Cq sin
(

ωN t−2π

3

)
+

1
3
id

)
(39)

pn3 =
(

û+
Nd cos

(
ωN t +

2π

3

)
− û+

Nq sin
(

ωN t +
2π

3

)

+ û−
Nd cos

(
ωN t−2π

3

)
+û−

Nq sin
(

ωN t−2π

3

)
+

1
2
ud

)

·
(
−1

2
î+
Nd cos

(
ωN t +

2π

3

)
+

1
2
î+
Nq sin

(
ωN t +

2π

3

)

− 1
2
î−Nd cos

(
ωN t − 2π

3

)
− 1

2
î−Nq sin

(
ωN t − 2π

3

)

− 1
2
ICα −

√
3

2
ICβ + î+

Cd cos
(

ωN t +
2π

3

)

− î+
Cq sin

(
ωN t +

2π

3

)
+ î−Cd cos

(
ωN t−2π

3

)

+ î−Cq sin
(

ωN t−2π

3

)
+

1
3
id

)
. (40)

The instantaneous power pxy of every phase arm is now trans-
formed in a useful representation that allows an interpretation
of the energy flow in a horizontal or vertical direction based on
vector equation (16) and Fig. 6

pΣα = −1
2
û−

Nd î+
Nd +

1
2
û−

Nq î
+
Nq − 1

2
û+

Nd î−Nd

+
1
2
û+

Nq î
−
Nq + udICα

+ ud î+
Cd cos(ωN t) + ud î−Cd cos(ωN t)

− ud î+
Cq sin(ωN t) + ud î−Cq sin(ωN t)

− 1
2
û+

Nd î+
Nd cos(2ωN t) +

1
2
û+

Nq î
+
Nd sin(2ωN t)

+
1
2
û+

Nd î+
Nq sin(2ωN t) +

1
2
û+

Nq î
+
Nq cos(2ωN t)

− 1
2
û−

Nd î−Nd cos(2ωN t) − 1
2
û−

Nq î
−
Nd sin(2ωN t)

+
1
2
û−

Nq î
−
Nq cos(2ωN t) − 1

2
û−

Nd î−Nq sin(2ωN t)

(41)



SCHROEDER AND JAEGER: ADVANCED ENERGY FLOW CONTROL CONCEPT OF AN MMC FOR UNRESTRICTED OPERATION 11511

pΣβ =
1
2
û−

Nq î
+
Nd +

1
2
û+

Nq î
−
Nd +

1
2
û−

Nd î+
Nq +

1
2
û+

Nd î−Nq

+ udICβ

+ ud î+
Cd sin(ωN t) + ud î+

Cq cos(ωN t)

− ud î−Cd sin(ωN t) + ud î−Cq cos(ωN t)

+
1
2
û+

Nd î+
Nd sin(2ωN t) +

1
2
û+

Nq î
+
Nd cos(2ωN t)

+
1
2
û+

Nd î+
Nq cos(2ωN t) − 1

2
û+

Nq î
+
Nq sin(2ωN t)

− 1
2
û−

Nd î−Nd sin(2ωN t) +
1
2
û−

Nq î
−
Nd cos(2ωN t)

+
1
2
û−

Nd î−Nq cos(2ωN t) +
1
2
û−

Nq î
−
Nq sin(2ωN t)

(42)

pΣ0 = −3
2
û+

Nd î+
Nd − 3

2
û+

Nq î
+
Nq − 3

2
û−

Nd î−Nd − 3
2
û−

Nq î
−
Nq

+ udid − 3
2
û−

Nd î+
Nd cos(2ωN t) − 3

2
û−

Nq î
+
Nd sin(2ωN t)

+
3
2
û−

Nd î+
Nq sin(2ωN t) − 3

2
û−

Nq î
+
Nq cos(2ωN t)

− 3
2
û+

Nd î−Nd cos(2ωN t) +
3
2
û+

Nq î
−
Nd sin(2ωN t) (43)

− 3
2
û+

Nd î−Nq sin(2ωN t) − 3
2
û+

Nq î
−
Nq cos(2ωN t)

pΔα = −û−
Nd î+

Cd + û−
Nq î

+
Cq − û+

Nd î−Cd + û+
Nq î

−
Cq

+
1
2
ud î+

Nd cos(ωN t) +
1
2
ud î−Nd cos(ωN t)

− 1
2
ud î+

Nq sin(ωN t) +
1
2
ud î−Nq sin(ωN t)

− 2
3
û+

Ndid cos(ωN t) +
2
3
û+

Nqid sin(ωN t)

− 2
3
û−

Ndid cos(ωN t) − 2
3
û−

Nqid sin(ωN t)

− û+
NdICα cos(ωN t) + û+

NqICα sin(ωN t)

− û−
NdICα cos(ωN t) − û−

NqICα sin(ωN t)

+ û+
NdICβ sin(ωN t) + û+

NqICβ cos(ωN t)

− û−
NdICβ sin(ωN t) + û−

NqICβ cos(ωN t)

− û+
Nd î+

Cd cos(2ωN t) + û+
Nq î

+
Cd sin(2ωN t)

+ û+
Nd î+

Cq sin(2ωN t) + û+
Nq î

+
Cq cos(2ωN t)

− û−
Nd î−Cd cos(2ωN t) − û−

Nq î
−
Cd sin(2ωN t)

− û−
Nd î−Cq sin(2ωN t) + û−

Nq î
−
Cq cos(2ωN t) (44)

pΔβ = û−
Nq î

+
Cd + û−

Nd î+
Cq + û+

Nq î
−
Cd + û+

Nd î−Cq

+
1
2
ud î+

Nd sin(ωN t) +
1
2
ud î+

Nq cos(ωN t)

− 1
2
ud î−Nd sin(ωN t) +

1
2
ud î−Nq cos(ωN t)

− 2
3
û+

Ndid sin(ωN t) − 2
3
û+

Nqid cos(ωN t)

+
2
3
û−

Ndid sin(ωN t) − 2
3
û−

Nqid cos(ωN t)

+ û+
NdICα sin(ωN t) + û+

NqICα cos(ωN t)

− û−
NdICα sin(ωN t) + û−

NqICα cos(ωN t)

+ û+
NdICβ cos(ωN t) − û+

NqICβ sin(ωN t)

+ û−
NdICβ cos(ωN t) + û−

NqICβ sin(ωN t)

+ û+
Nd î+

Cd sin(2ωN t) + û+
Nq î

+
Cd cos(2ωN t)

+ û+
Nd î+

Cq cos(2ωN t) − û+
Nq î

+
Cq sin(2ωN t)

− û−
Nd î−Cd sin(2ωN t) + û−

Nq î
−
Cd cos(2ωN t)

+ û−
Nd î−Cq cos(2ωN t) + û−

Nq î
−
Cq sin(2ωN t) (45)

pΔ0 = −û+
Nd î+

Cd − û−
Nq î

+
Cq − û−

Nd î−Cd − û+
Nq î

−
Cq

− û+
NdICα cos(ωN t) + û+

NqICα sin(ωN t)

− û−
NdICα cos(ωN t) − û−

NqICα sin(ωN t)

− û+
NdICβ sin(ωN t) − û+

NqICβ cos(ωN t)

+ û−
NdICβ sin(ωN t) − û−

NqICβ cos(ωN t)

− û−
Nd î+

Cd cos(2ωN t) − û−
Nq î

+
Cd sin(2ωN t)

+ û−
Nd î+

Cq sin(2ωN t) − û−
Nq î

+
Cq cos(2ωN t)

− û+
Nd î−Cd cos(2ωN t) + û+

Nq î
−
Cd sin(2ωN t)

− û+
Nd î−Cq sin(2ωN t) − û+

Nq î
−
Cq cos(2ωN t).

(46)

The active power components are now calculated from the in-
stantaneous components applying the definition of active power
from (17). Thereby, all terms that contain oscillation parts with
the grid angular frequency ωN are eliminated.

PΣα = −1
2
û−

Nd î+
Nd +

1
2
û−

Nq î
+
Nq − 1

2
û+

Nd î−Nd +
1
2
û+

Nq î
−
Nq

+ udICα (47)

PΣβ =
1
2
û−

Nq î
+
Nd +

1
2
û+

Nq î
−
Nd +

1
2
û−

Nd î+
Nq +

1
2
û+

Nd î−Nq

+ udICβ (48)

PΣ0 = −3
2
û+

Nd î+
Nd − 3

2
û+

Nq î
+
Nq − 3

2
û−

Nd î−Nd − 3
2
û−

Nq î
−
Nq

+ udid (49)

PΔα = −û−
Nd î+

Cd + û−
Nq î

+
Cq − û+

Nd î−Cd + û+
Nq î

−
Cq (50)



11512 IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON POWER ELECTRONICS, VOL. 34, NO. 11, NOVEMBER 2019

PΔβ = û−
Nq î

+
Cd + û−

Nd î+
Cq + û+

Nq î
−
Cd + û+

Nd î−Cq (51)

PΔ0 = −û+
Nd î+

Cd − û−
Nq î

+
Cq − û−

Nd î−Cd − û+
Nq î

−
Cq . (52)

Finally, the following assumptions are used. There is a negative
sequence neither in the grid voltages nor in the grid currents.
Consequently, û−

Nd , û−
Nq , î−Nd , î−Nq equal zero. Additionally, due

to the DRSF-PLL the grid angle γN is calculated in such a
manner that û+

Nq equals zero as well. This yields to the following
expressions for the active power components

PΣα = udICα (53)

PΣβ = udICβ (54)

PΣ0 = −3
2
û+

Nd î+
Nd + udid (55)

PΔα = −û+
Nd î−Cd (56)

PΔβ = û+
Nd î−Cq (57)

PΔ0 = −û+
Nd î+

Cd . (58)

Consequently, the relations from the compact representation of
vector equation (18) have been derived.

REFERENCES

[1] H. L. Ferreira, R. Garde, G. Fulli, W. Kling, and J. P. Lopes, “Char-
acterisation of electrical energy storage technologies,” Energy, vol. 53,
pp. 288–298, 2013. [Online] Available: www.sciencedirect.com/science/
article/pii/S0360544213001515

[2] AES Energy Storage. (2017) Advancion—Features & specs. [Online].
Available: http://aesenergystorage.com/features-specs

[3] General Electric. (2017) Grid flexibility battery energy storage. [Online]
Available: https://www.gerenewableenergy.com/innovative-solutions/
energy-storage/energy-storage-technology.html

[4] Siemens AG. (2017). SIESTORAGE—The modular electrical energy
storage system. [Online] Available: http://w3.siemens.com/powerdistrib
ution/global/EN/mv/power-supply-solutions/siestorage/Pages/siestorage.
aspx

[5] Younicos Inc. (2017). Y-station—building solution. [Online] Available:
https://www.younicos.com/products/y-station

[6] K. Sharifabadi, L. Harnefors, H.-P. Nee, S. Norrga, and R. Teodorescu,
Design, Control, and Application of Modular Multilevel Converters for
HVDC Transmission Systems. Hoboken, NJ, USA: John Wiley & Sons,
2016.

[7] L. Maharjan, S. Inoue, and H. Akagi, “A transformerless energy storage
system based on a cascade multilevel PWM converter with star con-
figuration,” IEEE Trans. Industry Appl., vol. 44, no. 5, pp. 1621–1630,
Sep. 2008.

[8] L. Maharjan, S. Inoue, H. Akagi, and J. Asakura, “State-of-charge (soc)-
balancing control of a battery energy storage system based on a cascade
PWM converter,” IEEE Trans. Power Electron., vol. 24, no. 6, pp. 1628–
1636, June 2009.

[9] A. Lesnicar and R. Marquardt, “An innovative modular multilevel con-
verter topology suitable for a wide power range,” in Proc. IEEE Bologna
Power Tech. Conf. Proceed., vol. 3, June 2003, p. 6.

[10] T. Soong and P. W. Lehn, “Internal power flow of a modular multilevel
converter with distributed energy resources,” IEEE J. Emerg. Select. Topics
Power Electron., vol. 2, no. 4, pp. 1127–1138, Dec. 2014.

[11] M. Vasiladiotis and A. Rufer, “Analysis and control of modular multilevel
converters with integrated battery energy storage,” IEEE Trans. Power
Electron., vol. 30, no. 1, pp. 163–175, Jan. 2015.

[12] M. Schroeder, S. Henninger, J. Jaeger, A. Rašic, H. Rubenbauer, and H.
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